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‘They whom the gentle Mufes love in youth, 
In age fhall find their kindnefs and their truth, 








Arr. I. , The Voyage of Nearchus, from the Indus to the Eu- 


phrates, collected from the original Fournal, preferved by Ar- 
rian, ana illufirated by Authorities ancient and modern; con 
taining an Account of the Firft Navigation attempted by Euro- 
peans in the Indian Ocean. By William Vincent, D. D.. Ta 
which are added, Three Differtations ; Two on the Acronychal 
Rifing of the Pleiades, by the Right Reverend Dr.. Samuel 
Horfley, Lord Bifbop of Rochefter; and by Mr. William 
Wales, Mafter of the Royal Mathematical School in Chrift's 
Hofpital : and One by Mr. de la Rochette, on the Firft Meri- 
dian of Ptolemy. 4t0. 530pp. il. 11s. 6d. Cadell and 
Davies. 1797. 


N the important article which now claims our attentive con- 
fideration, Dr. Vincent has, with uncommon fagacity, 


united unwearied patience. He has beaten a field, not ftrewed 
with flowers, nor productive of the moft alluring fruits ; but, 


amid({t 
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amidft difficulty and obfcurity, he keeps on in the dire€, 
though rugged path, which his ardour to illuftrate ancient lite- 
rature led him to explore ; and, in fpite of every obftacle, he 
has fecured a laurel proportionably more honourable, as it 
was more difficult to obtain. The fplendour of eloquence 
belongs to works with which genius and fancy are conneéted. 
Geographical details admit of few ornaments in the ftyle, 
and few of the fallies of a sively and luxuriant imagination : 
it is fufficient that we difcover diligence of refearch, and 
depth of inveftigation; that the flyle is perfpicuous, and 
the criticifms juft. He who, under thefe impréffions, ‘fits 
down to the perufal of the volume before us, will find 
abundant matter for juft commendation, in a work for the 
accomplifhment of which few men. enjoy an adequate fhare 
of learning, and fewer ftill poffefs the requifite ftock of per- 
fevering affiduity. 

Whether we confider the intereft and importance of the 
original production itfelf, as the firft tegular journal, in all an- 
tiquity, of a maritime expedition ; the high charaer of the 
admiral who performed it, and of the Prince by whofe com- 
mand it was undertaken ; or the eventual confequences of in- 
veftigations of this kind, toa nation fo deeply engaged as we 
are, in the commerce of the eaft, and in the navigation of the 
fhores defcribed ; no fubje& could have been found more wor- 
thy of the attention thus beftowed upon it, than the Voyage of 
Nearchus. We fcarcely know on which to beftow moft 
praife, the daring mind which, in that comparative infancy of 
navigation, conceived, or the undaunted fpirit which, through 
fuch innumerable perils, executed the project. To penetrate, 
to conquer the Panjab of India ; and, during the rainy feafon, 
to pafs its rivers, {wollen with all the tributes of the northern 
mountains, was itfelf a work which muft have fhaken the re- 
folution of any conqueror, except Alexander ; but, to navigate 
feas fo full of peril, from rocks, and the {tormy monfoon ; to 
remove the natural and artificial barriers that blocked up the 
mouths of fuch mighty rivers as the Euphrates and Indus, and 
thus open to the world a new tra& in which commerce might 
expand her fail, was an effort of sheroic virtue that may be 
thought, tar more than any other, to fanétion his pretenfions to 
extravagant honours. ‘Though the proje€tor lived not to fee 
his hopes realized, pofterity have amply reaped the benefit of 
his enlarged and liberal fcheme ; the Alexandrian Greeks, the 
Romians, the Arabians, the Portugueze, the Britons, have fuc- 
ceflively crowded into the ports which he opened,. and the ri- 
vers which he made navigable; and India and Perfia have, in 
different ages, revenged his triumphs ever them, by monopo- 
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izing and abforbing the wealth of the monarchs, who were his 
fucceifors in the throne of Afia. Dr. Vincent has divided his 
elaborate work into four books, containing numerous fubordi- 
nate fe&tions. It is illuftrated by many geographical charts, in 
forming which, he has had the zealous affiftance of Mr. Dal- 
rymple, and other gentlemen of eminence in that line of 
{cience ; and they have the peculiar excellence of exhibiting 
to the eye of the reader, the modern, as well as ancient names, 
of the principal places marked upon them. 

Boox I. contains Preliminary Difquifitions, neceflary to 
clear the way, and elucidate many of the fubjects, that colla- 
terally prefent themfelves in a work of fuch comprehenfive 
retrofpect. The author here takes a fhort view of thofe wri- 
ters who have preceded him in this field. He fets out by 
paying a jult tribute of refpeét to the abilities of M. D’An- 
ville, and Major Rennell ; but he obferves, that their labours 
by no means render his own unneceffary, fince the latter 
‘* leaves Nearchus at the mouth of the Indus,” and the 
former ‘‘ takes him up at the entrance of the Perfian Gulph.” 
(P. 3.) Dr. Campbell, who introduced a tranflation of this 
part of Arrian into the new edition of Harris, is alfo men- 
tioned with refpeét ; and the author’s obligations to Mr. Dal- 
rymple are again gratefully acknowledged. Next followsa 
very juft and well-drawn portrait of the great hero of the 
drama, the Macedonian conqueror ; the grandeur of his views; 
the extent of ,his policy ; his moderation in victory ; and his’ 
wifdom in governing the vaft empire which he fubjugated. A 
furvey of the grand defigns his mind had formed, naturally 
leads the author to devote a page or two to the confideration 
of the port and city of Alexandria, intended to be, what 
it eventually proved, the centre of communication between 
India and Europe. After this defcription of the great metro- 
polis of the eaftern world, Dr. Vincent carries his readers 
to the Panjab of India, gives a fummary account of its cities, 
villages, and the rivers that water it, together with details re- 
lating to its population, its productions, and the commerce of 
the Indus ; all which, united, urged on the mind of Alexander 
to attempt {till greater exploits, in a voyage down that river, 
which equally wafhed the fhores of India and Perfia. (p.g 
to17) The extended furvey of his newly-acquired domi 


> nions, which, by that voyage, he was enabled to take, while it 


afforded him a deeper infight into the refpeétive habits, and re- 


> ciprocal interefts of either nation, ferved as a {pur to that am- 
~ bition which had already meditated, with univerfal conqueft, 
~ the eftablifhment of an univerfal commerce among his fubjeéts. 
_ He iotended, by that chain, to conneé the extremities of his 
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empire, and he feemed determined to pervade in perfon its va+ 
rious and diltant quarters. By coafting Gedrofia, he opened 
new tract for navigation ; by penetrating the country, and con- 


the next fubject of the author’scnquiry. “Fhat Major Rennelk 
fhould find, on actual furvey, their demarcation fo correct, as 
is {tated at p. 21, affords a furprifing proof of the diligence of 
thofe more ancient geographers, as well as of the veracity of 
their journals, The fatal error 6f D’Anville, in determining S 
to find in Renas, a mountain on the eat of the Indus, the ~~ 
Aornus of Alexander, plainly fituated to the weft of that river, 
is properly mentioned as the bafis of many additional miftakes 
in that writer, and as the occafion of having rendered modern 
difcoveries lefs elucidatory of his otherwife valuable work ; be- 
caufe, by that error, the rivers of the Panjab are all mifplaced, 
and the geography of the land is confounded. With every 


queving its favage inhabitants, he aimed to give it provection 4 
and ftability. It was not only important to fubdue,. it was A 
neceflary alfo to mark the geographical extent of the country. 

This was effectually done by this voyage round the fhores, and 
this march through the fouthern provinces of Perfia ; and, ‘ 
the geographers, therefore, who attended in this campaign, and “ 
whofe names are fo honourably recorded by Strabo, andother =~ 
writers of that clafs, who flourifhed later in antiquity, while 
their works are incorporated with their own, properly become ; 
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i proper commendation of the ancient geographers, particularly. 
ie of Ptolemy, their errors and variations are alfo enumerated ;, & 
ait part of this work which muft render it very ufeful to the fu- 
: i ij ture hiltorians of India, in tracing the progrefs of Alexander 
: ae through this region. 

T il D;. Vincent, having rectified the geography of the country, 


> 


proceeds now to fettle another important point, the date of the 
invafion, and confequent voyage down the Indus. He fixes 7 
the /atter to have taken place from Nicwa, on that river, from. 7 
the 23d of October, in the year 327 before Chrift; and the fi- 7 
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Te nal departure of the fleet, from the Indus, on the and of Oc- a 

full : tober in the enfuing year. The opinions of Petavius, Uther, © 
: 43 Dodwell, and all the elteemed chronologers, who have treated. 7 
i of this vayage, are prefented to the reader, in the courfe | 





of this difcuilion, with critical remarks, by the writer ; and: 7 
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| Pai here, therefore, the hiftorian will alfo find much ufeful work 7 
. performed to his hand; the more acceptable, becaufe, in the © 
‘ appendix to the volume, two of the greateft aftronomers of. @ 

. af the age, the Bithop of Rochefter, and Mr. Wales, of Chrift’s a 

¥ Hofpital, have, in diltin& diflertations, and by deduétions = 
“ib founded on the bafis of that fcience, in which they are fuch © 


admirable proficients, proved the ftatements, here fubmitted to 2 
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she reader, to be corre. The period of the Afsn/foon is fo im- 
ortant a confideration to all who navigate the Indian feas, in 


n which it blows, that more than ufual attention was necetlary, 
S - and is, in fa@, here beftowed upon that fubje&. The refule 
\ of the inveftigation is a very honourable and decided teflimony 
d to the truth of Arrian, as an hiftorian, anda faithful copyilt of 
i, - the journal of Nearchus. The obfervations of Dr. Vincent 
db on this fubjeét, and on one very intimately connected with it, 
E _ the Periplus Maris Erythrai, imputed to Arrian, are novel and 
le | judicious, and we therefore infert them at length. 

lt f «© We know from later writers, that the ancients were perfeétly ac- 
as quainted with the nature and feafons of the Monfoon, and that from 


of the time of Claudius, the fleets which failed from Egypt traverfed the 
¢ Indian ocean to the coaft of Malabar, and returned from that coaft 
ot) again, by means of the Monfoons, without confining themfelves any 


NS —— — Jonger to the winding of the fhore. It is not, however, our objeé& to 
he difplay the edvances made in later ages, but to f{pecify the difcoveries 
ery of the Macedonians, and the fidelity of the hiftorian; yet we cannot 
ces. -—s avoid mentioning fome particulars that occur in the navigation of the 
ern. . Indian ocean, which bears the name of Arrian, and which, as Dr, 
bee | Robertfon fays, very juftly deferves more attention than has hitherto 


ed ~ been paid to it by geographers. ‘That it is not the work of our Ar- 
4 rian, is evident, for the author is as ignorant of the countries inland, 


cry | as he is accurate on the coaft ; he is equally ignorant of the extent of 
rly. > Alexander's conquefts, whom he fuppofes to have ereéted altars and 
> ® a chapels in Guzerat, (Barigaza) though he paffed little beyond the 
fue ~~ eaftern mouth of the Indus. His errors, however, are pardonable, 

der q if we confider him, as what his work declares him, a ined, or na- 
~ vigator in the feas he defcribes ; as one who had _perfonally-vifited 

try, a both coafts of the Red Sea, the coafts of Africa and Arabia, and the 
the Coat of Malabar from the Bay of Cutch, poffibly to the kingdom of 

“veg fe Calecut: that we are authorized to aflume this, is evident from a paf- 


fage not very intelligible, where he fays, ‘* In failing into the Gulph 
of Arabia, we keep our courfe in the middle; awe fail nearer the coaft 
of Arabia.” The adoption of the firft perfon feems conclufive, and 
as his defcription includes Cape Gardafu1, (Aromatum Promontorium) 
Cana, and Ras-al-gate, (Syagros) in Arabia; the departure of the 
» veffels from thofe points with the Monfoon, the cargoes they carried, 
yurfe. |) the part of the coaft they reached; the particulars of the bay of 





ond a .Cutch, (Baraces) of Cambai, of Guzerat, (Barigaza) of the Ghauts, 
per and the Deckan, with the return from the coaft of Malabar, by means 
of the north-eaft Monfoon; all thefe indicate a knowledge rather 

) the © proceeding from obfervation than intelligence; all prove that he was 
‘rs of not a manof letters, but a curious navigator, and a faithful reporter, 
rift’s “To purfue this inquiry may be thought an intrufion upon the province 


of Dr. Robertfon, but there is much curious matter in this traét that 
| he has left untouched, and fome circumstances have efcaped his notice 
> which are matter of furprife. Dr. Robertfon has not demonftrated 
© that the Ptolemies had an immediate intercourfe with India; he fup- 
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fes, on the authority of this Periplus, that veffels did pafs from the 
ed Sea, by coafting along Arabia and the Mekran to India, I am 
willing to accede to this fuppofition upon the fame authority, but I 
have Perched for farther evidence in vain; and as Dr. Robertfon has 
roduced no other, it is reafonable to conclude that proof is wanting, 
bi is worthy of remark, that Pliny fays the knowledge of this naviga- 
tion was in his own days only beginning to be known, and afterwards 
that the names of the cities and nations enumerated, are found in no 
author of prior date, It is equally extraordinary that the difcovery 
made of a paflage aerofs the Indian ocean, by means of the Monfoon, 
correfponds, in point of time, with this information of Pliny ; for 
Hippalus, the author of that difcovery, lived in the reign of Clau- 
dius; and with that difcovery it is eafy to conneét the account of a 
city called Arabia Felix in the Periplus, For the author fays, it 
is near the mouth of the Red Sea on the Arabian fide, and had for- 
merly been the point of rendezvous between India and Egypt, till it 
was deftroyed by the Romans not long before his time. What then 
are we to conclude? but that the fuccefs of Hippalus opened a new 
channel for this commerce ; and that the Romans, like all other trading 
nations, wifhed to eftablith a monopoly for themfelves, by deitroying 
the prior means of intercourfe? Have we not, therefore, great reafon 
to fufpect, that the fleets of the Ptolemies went no farther than to thefe 
marts in Arabia, where they purchafed the commodities of India, 
and whence they difperfed them over Europe? It is not by this 
meant to infer, that no vefleis from Egypt ever circumnavigated 
Arabia into the Gulph of Perfia, or penetrated into India; for there 
is great reafon to fuppofe they vifited both, and explored likewife 
the coat of Africa; but the filence of authors, and the little faid 
upon the fubjeét by the writer of the Periplus, afford {trong pre- 
fumptions to conclude that thefe voyages were not frequent ; that In- 
dian commodities were chiefly purchafed in Arabia; and that the 
Romans had the good fortune to reap all the advantages from the 
difcovery of Hippalus, to deftroy the old channels of commerce, 
and ee ate the new one wholly to themfelves. ‘Two paflages 
of Strabo afford ftrong evidence of the fact; for, in the fecond 
book, he fays, that the knowledge of the "Romans: commenced 
with the expedition of his friend A®lius Gallus into Arabia Felix; in 
whofe time an hundred and twenty fhips failed from Myos Hormus ; 
and in the feventeenth book he adds, that formerly fcarcely twenty 
fhips dared to navigate the Red Sea fo far as to fhew their heads beyond 
the Straits. Elius Gallus undertook his expedition under Auguttus, 
and if he opened this navigation, the difcovery of Hippalus under 
Claudius eftablifhed it. ‘The whole of this, indeed, is contrary 
to Mr. Bruce's fyitem; he has however, upon this occafion, fo much 
hy pothefis, and fo litele of hiftorical fadt, that 1 am not bound to 
follow his conjectures, in order either to confirm or refute them. 
What ute the Linmaelites made of the Monfoon, or how the Ptolemies 
profited by it, 1s problematical ; but the difcovery of Hippalus is a fact; 
and though he is barely mentioned by Pliny,we havea dittinct account 
of him trom the author of the Periplus. He informs us, that {mall 
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veffels had formerly made a coafting paflage from Cana, (Cape 
Fartaque, ) in Arabia, to the Indus, but Hippalus obferving the {cite 
of the emporia, and the appearance of the fea, ventured upon a navi- 

ation acrofs the ocean at the feafon of the fouth-weft Monfoon, 
Since his time, all veflels follow the fame track ; they fail for India in 
the month of July, and return, according to Pliny, in December. 
This flight mention of coafting voyages is nearly all the evidence we 
have of a direét Eaft Indian commerce under the Prolemies; and it is 
natural to conclude, that, exifting in this manner, it was far more 
profitable to purchafe Indian commodities in the ports of Arabia, 
than to fetch them from India by a navigation fo hazardous and cis- 
cuitous.” P. 40. 


A correét idea of the extent of the Greek /adium, by 
which Arrian regulates his narration, is fo neceffary in an in- 
veftigation of this nature, that the reader who wifhes thorough- 
ly to underftand ‘him, will not regret that this author devotes 
feveral pages of this Preliminary Difquifition to an enquiry 
into the valuation of that important meafure of the ancients. 
Exact precifion on this point is not to be expected ; but, on the 
whole, Dr. Vincent coincides with his guide d’Anville, in 
alligning to the Macedonians the ftadium of Ariftotle, con- 
filting of fifty-one toifes to the ftadium, becaufe in every ad- 
meafurement, upon the larger f{cale, it better correfponds with 
the diftances mentioned by Arrian than either the Olympian 
ftandard, the Pythian, or that ufed by Xenophon, in defcribing 
the march of the ten thoufand. To the minuter divifions of 
the coaft, he confeffes, it bears not fo juft a correfpondence. 
The laft fe@tion of Book I. difcuffes what forms, by no means, 
the leait important topic in it, the authenticity of the journal 
itfelf, preferved for pofterity in the pages of Arrian. The affail- 
ants of that authenticity, are Dodwell, Father Harduin, and 
Bifhop Huet. The vindicators of its genuinenefs, are Salmafius, 
Uther, Sainte Croix, Goffelin, and d’Anville. The prefent 
author arranges in order the re{peclive arguments, brought by 
either party, examines their weight, diffculles their merit, and, 
after feverely expofing the ignorance and contraditory ftate- 
ments of Pliny, upon whofe cenfure of this journal the ob- 


> * jectors principally build, he fhows that the internal evidence 


of the book ifelf is the beft voucher of its authenticity, and 
concludes by obferving, ‘* that the circumftantial detail of 
minute facts, the delineation of the coa{ts with the fame fea- 
tures it bears at prefent, the defcription of manners, cuftoms, 
and habits, all characteriftic of the natives ; the peculiarity of 
the climate, feafons, winds, and _ natural productions, all be- 
{peak a knowledge which could have been obtained from aétual 
infpection only.” P. 64. 

Such 
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Such are the various topics difcufled by this author, in his 
firft book, preparatory to the commencement of the voyage, in 
which we now prepare to accompany him, to the fecond grand 
divifion of his work. 

Book II.—In the commencement of this book, the Panjab, 
which had been before treated of in a fummary way, becomes 


the more extended objeé of difcuflion, The Ayeen Akbery is 
juftly referred to, throughout the whole account, as the au- 
thentic regilter of the Indian empire, and the genuine fource 
of all information, concerning its geographical divifions, and 
the rivers that roll through it. The immenfe population and 
wealth of the Panjab, at the time of the invafion, are ac- 
counted for on the principles of the Hindoo code of laws; 
friendly to early marriage, to agriculture, and commerce. 
Dr. Vincent, in difcuffing, af page 70, the queftion of its 


‘ producing gold, feems to have overlooked that paflage of the 


Ayeen Akbery, which ftates, that anciently the eaftern branches 
of the Indus yielded gold-duft*. From fome appearance of 
Tartar manners among the tribes of the Panjab, he is of 
opinion, that poflibly there may, in very ancient periods, have 
been an irruption of that nation into thefe regions, and we 
can confirm the Doétor’s conjetures, by afferting, from 
Abulghazi’s Hiltory of the Tartars, that fuch an irruption did 
actually take place in the remote era of Oguz, their firft 
Khan, in which Ca/bmere was taken, and the greater part of its 
inhabitants mafjacredt. As the Hydafpes, or Chelum, accord- 
ing to the Ayeen Akbery, rifes in Cafhmere, and is navigable 
quite up to its capital, the defcent into the Panjab by that 
channel was eafy, and was doubtlefs effeGted by a race, whofe 
aim was plunder, not lefs than conqueft. The five rivers are 
now noticed in order, and the difplay in the fame page, of the 
various appellations ot each, extracted from every attainable 
fource as they are known to the Mogul, Perfian, and Hindoo 
inhabitants, is very judicious, and tends to throw great light on 
the whole of the author’s inveitigation in regard to thofe rivers, 
and the varying orthography of preceding writers. We are 


happy alfo, from the above authority, to confirm his conjecture 


in page 16, relative to the etymology of Arrian’s 4éiffares, for 
this word is evidently compounded of 4/, water, and Sirr, the 
"Tartar name of the greateft branch of the Indus, with a Greek 
termination. ‘Lhe correfpondent orthography of the names 
of rivers and places, inferted in Ptolemy, with the Sanfcreet 





* See Major Rennell’s Memoir, citing that book, p. 25, 2d. edition, 
+ Vol. I. p. 17, 
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st 


appellative, is repeatedly mentioned, and is very honourable to 


ap 


that geographer; but there is no occafion for us to involve our 


readers in any etymological details, though the plan of the 
writer neceffarily compelled him to launch fo extenfively into 
them. On thefe fubjeéts there will be differences of opinion, 
and every indulgence is due to an author, who, at firlt fetting 
off, ingenuoufly confefles himfelf unacquainted with thofe 
Oriental languages which, on all fubje&ts of Afiatic enquiry, 
mutt form the bafis of etymological difquifition ; we fubmit, 
however, to his confideration, whether, in page 82, he has not, 
in fome degree, fallen into the very fame error of which he 
accufes d’Anville, in pages 23 and 24. We cannot, by any 
means, agree with him in the idea, {tarted at pp. 85, 86, of 
Porus deriving his name from his government ; Sir William 
Jones has already favoured the public with the domeftic name of 
that prince ; it was PourAva. Dr. V. concludes his account 
of the Panjab, with the following remarks, and the annexed 
arrangement of the names of its rivers collectively, as given by 
Arrian, Ptolemy, and Sanfcreet authority. 


«*« Such is the detail of the five rivers ; and when the Ayeen Akbari 
calls them fix, either in the province of Lahore or Moultan, it always 
includes the Indus, without any refpect to the Setledj, as confifting of 

- two ftreams. It will be of fome importance to geography, by this 
» enumeration of names, to prevent future miftakes ; not that I appre- 
> hend I have completed the catalogue, for it is probable that future tra- 
> vellers, in crofling this country in different latitudes, may colleé many 
© more local appellations, but an outline is drawn which may be filled 
up as future difcovery fhall afford the means. No confequence, indeed, 
will attach to this fecondary object; but it is a matter of curiofity, 
at leaft, to conneét the Macedonian appellations, disfigured as they 
are, with the native names of rivers, and to give a f{pecimen of what 
may be purfued to advantage by thofe who are proficients in Oriental 
learning. 

«« But after condu€ting thefe five ftreams individually into the 
Indus, fome general obfervations ate neceflary to complete our purpofe. 
The fources of all the ftreams which fall into the main channel of the 
Indus, are to the fouth of that great ridge called Hindoo Khoo, which 
feparates Tartary from Hindoftan; the Indus itfelf, according to 
Major Rennell and Ayeen Akbart, cuts that chain, like the Ganges and 
Burhampooter: its ultimate fource is ftillunknown. ‘The chain of 
mountains coming from Candahar, the Paropamifus of the ancients, 
and the feat of the mocern Agwhans or Afghans, takes a fweep to 
the north as far as Cabul, and furnifhes thofe ftreams which fall into 
the Indys from the weft. If this chain is cut by the Indus, it towers 
agai on the eaftern fide of that river, and, dividing itfelf to encircle 
Cafhmeer, emits the Chelum or Hydafpes from its northern ridge, 
while its fouthern chain fends forth the Akefines, Hydraotes, and 
Hyphafis, ‘The mountains which cover Cafhmeer on the eaft ap 
to branch again into two ridges, called, by Cheref-eddin, a 
an 
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and by the moderns Jummoo, between which, the route of Timour 
lies in his return from Deh!i, and within which, it is probable, th: 
fources of the Setledj will be found. 

«« The rains which fall in thefe mountain: {well all the rivers which 
join the Indus from the weit, or from the eai, about the fuminer 
folitice ; and from this circumftance both Alexander and Timour, 
who planned a fummer campaign, experienced all the inconveniences 
of winter. The limits of thefe rains may be fixed at Moultan; and 
from Moultan, the Indus, like the Nile, flows towards the fea through 
a country rately refrefhed by the genial fhower or nutritious dew, and 
condemned to everlatting fterility, except a narrow margin which is 
moiftened by the ftream. 

** In conduéting the navigation of the fleet through this defert tra@, 
it is difficult to find a fituation for the tribes which Alexander found to 
conquer. Some fcattered lights are to be collected from the Ayeen 
Akbari, d’Anville, and Rennell ; but unlefs we can fuppofe a better 
government and greater induftry to have produced a fuperior popula. 
tion, to that which modern accounts will juftify, the conqueit mutt 
have been of {mall importance to the conqueror. 

** If I could hope for health and leifure to attend this conqueror 
through his feveral campaigns, I am perfuaded that the geographical 
accuracy of Arrian, whenever he follows Prelemy and Aritebu us, 1s 
as demonftrable to the weftward of the Indus, as towards the eatt ; 
bot with that at prefent we are not concerned. My intention has been 
to prove, that the feries of rivers in the Panje-ab is the fame in Arrian, 
Ptolemy, and the Ayeen Akbari, and that the names preferved in 
Prolemy ate all correfpondent to the Shanfkreet, This is what the 
demonftration required, at a period when the Shanfkreet was the native 
Janguage, unmixed by foreign communication, and uncorrupted by 
Greek, ‘Tartar, or Perfian invaders. I conclude, therefore, that the 
following enumeration is verified : 


Arrian, Ptolemy. Shanfkreet. 
Hydafpes, Bidafpes, Bidafta, or Bedufta, 
A-kefin-es, Sandabala, Chandar- Bahka, 
Hydraotes, Rhuadis, Tyrawutti, 
Hyphaiis, Bipafis, Beypafha, 
Saranges, Zadadrus, Shatooder, or Satludj.” P.g1. 


We are next conducted to Niczxa, the place on the Indus, 
at which the fleet of Alexander embarked on their novel and 
hazardous expedition. Nicaa was remarkable for being built 
on the fpot, on which Alexander fought with and vanquifhed 
Porus. Our author fixes its fcite below an ifland on the 
Hydafpes, in latitude gt° 40°; and the departure of the fleet 
from it for the 234 of OGober, 327 before the Chriftian 
wzra. ‘The fleet confilled of two thoufand veffels, built out of 
the abundant wouds in the neighbourhood of the Indus, and 
the paflage down the river is defcribed rather as a triumphal 

roceifion, than as a military progrefs—“ The found of 
mufical inftruments, the clang of arms, the meafured fong of 
the 
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the modulators, the refponfes of the mariners, the dafhing of 
the oars,” and the reverberation of all thofe founds from the 
lofty overhanging fheres, are circumftances enumerated by this 
author, as filling the minds both of the {pectator, and the 
reader, with the livelieft impreffions of the feftivity and mag- 
nificence of this difplay of Macedonian ses © On one 
bank of the river marched Craterus, on the other Hepheftion, 
with large detachments of the army; while the rear was 
brought up by Philip, at the diftance of a three days march. 
The fleet (ailed on in this triumphant manner, till it reached the 
point where the Hydafpes and Akefines form their junction, 
ina part of the channel, much too narrow to be navigated 
with fafety, from the rage and turbulence of the rufhing waters. 
The noife and hazard attending this confluence of two great 
and rapid rivers, put a period to their triumph, and turned 
their mirth into terror, ‘Through the zeal and aétivity of the 
commanders, however, no greater damage was fultained than 
required a few days delay to rectify, in the further progrefs of the 
fleet. The fituation of the Malli, the Oxydracez, the Muficani, 
and other nations on the banks, attacked by Alexander, toge= 
ther with their comparative {trength, and population, is mi- 
nutely {tated from every authentic ancient fource, compared 
with the geographical details to be met with in the Ayeen 
Akbery, Rennell, De la Rochette, and all other recent ac- 
counts of credit and fidelity, After a tedious navigation of 
four hundred miles, for fuch is affirmed, p. 120, to be the difs 
tance from the confluence of the Acefines to Tatla, durin 
which, the vigilant eye of the great Alexander was dire&ed to 
the coafts on either fide of a river, which it was his intention 
to make the eaftern boundary of his vaft empire, the fleet 
arrived in fafety at Pattala. Here he began to put in execution 
the great project he had formed, for the extenfion of commerce, 
by con{tructing a fortrefs, a naval arfenal, and capacious docks 
for fhip-building. ‘The two channels, from Pattala to the 
‘ocean, through many imminent dangers, he explored himfelf, 
with undaunted perfeverance, and having facrificed to Neptune 
on his own domain, returned to encounter new perils by land, 
in the fandy deferts of Gedrofia. 

Having now gone through two of the four books, of which 
this volume contifts, and having attended the fleet thus far in 
its perilous navigation, we fhall, for the prefent, conclude our 
ftri&tures ; not doubting that a work of fuch laborious re 
fearch, on a fubje€t fo interefting, though fo difficult, will 
meet with that attention and efteem to which it is fo juftly 
entitled, It is not indeeed calculated for the generality of 
readers, but the curiofity of the fcholar cannot fail to be 
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highly gratified in the perufal ; the geographer and hiftorian, 


mult acknowledge themfelves under lafting obligations to the 


author ; and the richeft commercial company in ‘the world will 


certainly pay attention toa work, fo honourably connected with 7 
that country, in which their power and influence are conti. | 
nually exerted, in promoting every branch of ufeful knowledge, © 


(To be concluded in our next, ) 





Art. If. An H florical Effay on the Ambition and Conquefts of f 
France ; with fome Remarks on the French Revolution. Con. © 
faining, 1. Shire of General Hiflory, previous to the French ’ 
Revolution ; 2. Remarks on the French Revo lution, from 1789 © 
101791; 3. Abridgment of the Hiftory of the Revolution, E 
from 1791 01796. Bvo. 355pp. 6s. Debrett. 1797. § 


A T no one period, fince the improvement of civilized fo- 7 
ciety in Europe impofed reftraints on the licentious paf & 
fionsof mankind, and banifhed the favage * Jaw of the firong- © 
ef,” was the deltructive ambition of France an obje& of fuch 
importance to furronading nations, as it is at the prefent event- 
ful epoch ; when, difdaining all bounds, fhe feeks to realize & 
the hitherto chimerical project of univerfal empire. The dpie | 
rit of aggrandizement by which, in all times, this gigantic 
power has been aCtuated, is traced, by the author of the prefent | 
elfay, with as much precifion as the limits which he had pre- 
{cribed to himfelf would allow: and it behoves every Eng- § 
lithman to perufe, with attention, the inftructive page, which § 
unfolds to his view the fource, and the object, of that {pirit; 
its principle, and itsend. In the performance of this tafk, it § 
will be found, that though France, while a monarc hy, was ever 
anxious to increafe her power by extending her territory, there 
was neverthelefs a moit material difference between the views fs 
of the French, both as to their nature and their extent, pre- ; ‘ 
vious to the year 1789, and their avowed defigns fince the efta- | 
blithment of their republic. Though their {pirit of aggrane | 
dizement has increafed with the means of gratification, terri- 7 
torial acquifitions have become a fecondary object with the | 
Gallic republicans, by whom they are now confidered as the 7 
iniiruments which are to facilitate the accomplithment of their © 
firit yrand icheme, the fubverfion of all forms of government, 7 
and all exiiting inftitutions, in neighbouring {tates. q 
In the w ork now before us, the author goes back to an early : 
period of Aulory, in order to demonftrate the ongin . “a | 
atr 
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hatred, which, he juftly affirms, has for ages fubfifted, on the 
ria, part of France, againft Great Britain and the Houfe of Auf- 
> the tria. The marriage of Maximilian of Aultria, (in 1477} 
i will 7 with Mary, the daughter and fole heirefs of Charles Duke of 
with 2 Burgundy, by adding the rich domains of that potent family 
-ontie to the territory of the Empire, firlt kindled that inveterate ani- . 
edge, ~ mofity to the Houfe of Auftria, which, at the diftance of 
three hundred and nineteen years, {till continues to operate, 
and which, he thinks, in all human probability, will never be 
extinguifhed. 

The author proceeds to fhow, that this principle had its due 
weight with every prince and every ftatefman, who underltood 








Britain. Queen Elizabeth, indeed, has been cenfured by able 





efts of “' and confulted the commercial and political interefts of Great 
Con. er ody has t 

‘ench |) Politicians, for not interfering, with fufficient energy, in the af- 
1789 ©) fairs of the continent.’ The reader, in particular, may be 

ution, tae referred to a letter of Lambarde, the celebrated topographer, 

1797: > who allerts, ” that if Flanders falls into the hands of the 
~ Queen’s enemies, the trade and manufactures of England will 

ed foe “@ be loft ;”? and “ her Majefty may look in vain for any cuftoms 


; paf- 7% to be paid.” This letter is mentioned, becaufe it forms one 
lrong- ) link of a chain of proofs, that-not the tools of a court, but in- 
f fuch dependent, learned, refleting men, have moft ftrongly profelled 
vent- [| their opinion of the importance of Flanders. Various other 
ealize authorities, of the firft refpectability, are cited in fupport of 
cApie Fy this pofition ; thofe of Howell, Sir Thomas Rowe, and Sir 


zantic i William Temple, are peculiarly deferving of attention. The 
refent | danger, indeed, arifing to Great Britain, from a of 
| pre-e |) an immenfe extent of coaft, by her moft powerful rival, and 





Eng- ; hef moft implacable enemy, has, at all times, been fo evident, 
which = that no man who viewed the relative fituation of the two 
pirit; & countries, with an impartial eye, could fail to cbferve it. 
afk, it # Charles the Firft, whofe hard fate it has been to be 
sever |) cenfured, in one inftance, for the very conduét which had been 
there 99) admired in Elizabeth, and to be blamed, in another, for a 


views p= policy which has been commended in the Third William, per- 
» pree | ceived this danger, and was anxious to avert it. The fpirit 
eeftae 7 difplayed by the French, on that occafion, bears fo ftrong a re- 


gran- |e femblance to that which marks the condué& of the Gallic ma« 
terrie 99 rauders fince the revolution, that it well deferves the attention 
th the of the public. 
as the Louis the Fourteenth, faithful to the favourite project of 
their 9 his predeceffors, betrayed the obje@ of his ambition at an early 
ment, | Period of his reign, when the Englifh were engaged in a 
©) war with the Dutch and the French. ‘* On hearing that the 
early = King of Denmark had alfo declared againit England, he ex- 
f that claimed, 
iatred, 


Been Paps 
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claimed, ‘ Now the Englith cannot fee one friendly harbous 
from Bayonne to Bergen !’ Yhis, we may depend on it, is one 
great aim of all Frenchmen who think themfelves patriots, 
whether monarchs or republicans ; and when they have de. 
ftroyed the Houle of Auftria, they will never be fatished whit 7 
an Englifhman can caft his eyes on any fhore that is not hoftile,” ~ 
Recent occurrences have, unhappily, confirmed the truth of 7 
this obfervation, beyond the reach of doubt. 3 

Some judicious comments are made on the Englith patriotrie ~ 
reformers of the la(t century, who were, in more inftances than | 
one, the tools of France, the ftipendiaries of their country’s 7 
foes, and decided enemies to thofe principles which conftitute 7 
the bafis of the Britifh conftitution. ** I know,” fays this © 
author, ‘‘ that I tread up6n“dangerous ground ; I remember | 
the indignation which Sir J. Dalrymple’s difcoveries excited 7 
on their firft appearance. However, of Jate years, I believe, © 
no one has gone fo far as to deny the authenticity of Barillon’s 7 
Letters to Lewis XIV. If any defperate republican would 7 
ftill fupport fuch a paradox, the anfwer is obvious. The pa- | 

ers ftill exift at Paris ; let him apply to his republican friends, 
and fee who is hardy enough to affert their falfification.” The | 
admonition of this writer to thofe of the prefent day, who ex- 
tol the virtues, and are difpofed to imitate the conduét, of thefe 7 
their worthy predeceflors, is feafonable and neceflary. 

The evil effects of a fyftematic oppofition, in the Britith | 
Parliament, actuated more by motives of perfonal intereft, © 
than by a zealous concern for the welfare of the country, are | 
frequently exhibited, in the courfe of this Effay, ina trong | 
point of view ; and the authority of Bolingbroke is cited, to | 
prove, that, to the clandeftine intrigues of the Whigs with fo- 
reign courts, at the beginning of the prefent century, the com- 
paratively difadvantageous terms of the treaty of Utretcht, are 
alone to be imputed. But for thefe, the power of the French 
in Flanders might have been confidcrably curtailed, and the 

rominent difatters of the prefent war, in all human proba- 
Bility, averted. , 


‘ 


The indifcriminate applaufe beftowed by fome few members 
of the prefent Parliament, on the French revolution, juftly in- | 
curs the marked difapprobation of this author, who affigns the 
following reafons ** why they fhould. have abftained from it, 
as men, in general, and as £ngli/hmen in particular.” 


«« In the firft place, the general temper of the French nation was 
not fitted to receive at once the gift of unlimited and unconditional 
freedom. Under the mafk of urbanity and gentlenefs, a clofe ob- 
ferver might difcern a difpofition much more inclined to faétion, re- 
venge, inceflant quarrels, and pertinacious hatred, than in thofe Eng- 
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lifh minds whom the French affected to defpife as favages.’ Old 
Montaigne faid of them, long ago, ‘* Set three Frenchmen down in 
the deferts of Africa, and before a month is elapfed, they will begin 
to worry one another :” and elfewhere, he obferves, that the exceifes 
of the civil wars had brought many of his countrymen to fo infer- 
wal a temper, that, without an perfonal enmity, they took delight in 
feeing their fellow-creatures fuffer. Not that any country can boaft 
of humanity during civil and religious wars ; but more inftances of 
favage cruelty can be brought from French hiftory than from Englith. 
But this was not all. Even in the prefent age, the moft —e Con. 
temptible circumftances, a quarrel about precedence, a quar about 
two authors, nay, about two muficians, would fo inflame the Pari. 
fians, that they could fcarcely bear each other’s company. When 
fuch a violent {pirit was called. forth, on matters of real confequence, 
a philofopher might eafily have concluded that the effect would 
be terrible. Add to this, the credulity of the French, and their dif. 
pofition to believe their enemies guilty of the blackeft and moft unna- 
tural crimes. Read thcir memoirs, from Lewis the Fourteenth down 
to the prefent day, and obferve if in Englith memoirs you can find as 
dreadful a catalogue of imputations, of murder, poifon, and crimes, 
whofe deformity protects them from being explained ; and yet obferve 
how very few (at leaft of the ftories of poifon) are grounded upon 
probable fats. If it be faid, that fuch a temper of mind is the con- 
fequence of defpotifm, I do not deny it, but only affert, that they 
fhould have been brought by degrees from defpotifm to liberty, and, 
as one of their own writers expreffed it, have gone through a thirty 


_ year’s political education, to fit them for the bleffing of a tree contftie 


tution. 

«© Secondly, the ferocity which ftained the very dawn of French 
liberty, and mingled itfelf with their celebrated ne of the Baftille, 
ought to have ftartled thofe men who had Aumanity tor ever on their 
lips; and, above all, have ftartled thofe female authors who fo unac- 
countably forgot the gentlenefs of their nature in their vehemence 
againft the old French government. ‘Thefe crimes were not merely 
the ebullitions of fudden revenge ; they were employed as fyftematic 
means of forcing the confent of courtiers, priefts, and nobles, if not 
by the whole National Affembly, yet by thofe leaders of party who 
guided its meafures. They were juftified by Mirabeau, by Lameth, 
by Barnave, of whom the two laft fell victims to the cruel fpirit they 


| had encouraged, Now that the prefent French government abhors 
> the Orleans party, it is no longer denied that murder and cruelty were 


kept in conftant pay by the treafures of the Duke of Orleans, and it 


| is now more lawful for an author to fpeak freely of the beginning of 


the revolution in Paris, than it once was in London. A remarkable 
circumftance of French ferocity, the mangling and infulting the dead 
bodies of the flain, ought particularly to have ftruck fuch philofophers 
as were verfed in claflical antiquity, and remembered all the efforts of 
Grecian legiflators to prevent fimilar aétions. It is eafy for a cold, 
logical head, to prove that cruelty does nor hurt the infenfible ; but 


© thofe men who lived when human nature was emerging from. the fa- 


= Vage ftate, thought very differently, They called in fuperftition to 


the 
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the aid-of humanity ; they invented thofe gods of hell to whom thé 
dead were confecrated, and who revenged infults to their bodies by 
the fevereft punifhments on the living offenders. ‘Thofe wife men 
knew that whether or no fuch cruelty affects the dead, it has the moft 
certain tendency to debafe and degrade the hearts and tempers of thé 
living. ‘The experience of the lait fix years has confirmed the leffons 
of antiquity, and we may fairly trace the {pirit which prompted the 

+ maflacres of the fecond of September, to that fpirit which difmem- 
bered the bodies of Fleffelles, of Berthier, and Launay, tore out their 
bleeding hearts, and on them in cups of wine, whilft all the 
framers of the Rights of Man fat by trembling; left they fhould utter! 
one over-fevere word againft the exceffes of patdotifm., 

«* Thirdly, the averfion to which the wold ariftoctacy was inftantly’ 
condemned at Paris, ought to have excited more apprehenfion in the 
minds of fuch charaéte:s “as; like Dr. Prieftley, for inftance, prided’ 
themfelves on their general knowledge of hiftory. ; 

** Sherlock, in his fublime parallel between Jefus and Mahomet, 
exclaims, ‘* Go to your natural religion !’ , 

«* I fay, to the admirers of France, Go to your adored republicans ! 
Go to that Sidney whom you have idolized above: much worthier 
Englifhmen, and hear him confefs, ** that the wifeft and beft men of 
antiquity preferred ariftocracy to democracy.” It is true, that the 
ariftocracy fo unfeelingly condemned to the gibbet in French populat 
fongs, means titles and feudal prerogatives. But the meaning of 
ariftocracy in Greece was the government of men of education and 

roperty, and at laft fignified the government of magiftrates chofen 
= the people, in oppofition to the government of the multitude.— 
Was there no danger that fome bold innovator fhould teach the French 
to diflike equally the beft and worit fenfes of the word? Let the exe 
ceffes of Robefpierre and his afiociates anfwer that queftion! 

«* Fourthly, the contemptuous fcorn with which the firft national’ 
aflembly rejected the idea of two legiflative affemblies controuling oné 
another, fhould have occafioned fome fufpenfe of approbation in thofé’ 
Knglifh writers who had been fo devoted to the American caufe. 

«« Go to your republicans! may again be repeated to thofe zealots 
go to an American republican writer, for a Hone chain of hiflorical 
proofs which militate againft the leading principle of the firft French’ 
conftitution. 

«* The work I mean, is Adams’s Defence of the American Coys 
ftitution, lately re-publifhed, under the title of the Hiftory of Repubs 
lics. It is remarkable, that ‘Turgot, whofe memory was poe. by” 
the French contticutionaliits, had wrote a letter, in which he cens 
fured the Americans for retaining governors and fenates, and not 
‘** concentrating all power in the body of the people.” Adams was’ 
highly difpleafed with his opinions, and wrote three volumes of: 
Political Controverfy, to difprove them. He confiders this idea of cons 
centrating all power in one bg#y of reprefentatives as leading to the 
worit of tyranny, and amongffother arguments, brings the authorities 
of fome Englith republicans (efpecially of Harrington) to prove hig 
fyftem of the neceility of one executive and two legiflative powers. 
When to this, we add the works. that Neckar, Mounier, and aie 
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| further than this, oa oe wae occurred a few years 


Effay on the Ambition and Conquefts of France. 49 
of the early opponents of the court were publifhing on thedefetts of the 
firft coalkioetion, it might have diffuaded our Englith focieties from 
exulting as if the problem of a conftitution was at lait folved, 
becaufe they thought the French fyftem of reprefentation was better 
than the Englith, without once inquiring whether we had not other 
advantages te counter: balance that or hgsem ge, a 
“ thefe reafons, were fome particular ones, 
that fhould have in sd Britons to apprehend the qt of - 
a French revolution. In the firft place, although the fpirit of the 
nation gh hs Sele rviy polation. of Sane: o> Tet 
the . di Ri ° t . ] cou was 
iven by two or te fain devours by th ambien, sd 
ming with a ainft the queen and the hovfe of Auftria. The 
family of “Nene turned patriots from this caufe, and the Orleans 
family were d ftill more fttongly by it.” P. 121. | 
While we accede to the jultice of thefe obfervations gene- 
rally, we feel it our duty to combat one of the pofitions here 
advantéd by the author, in his admiffion that the férocions and 
turbulent difpofition of the le of France, was * the 
confeqiehce of defpotifm.” This inference is founded on the 
affiurnption of a falfe pofition, namely, that the old government 


of France was a defpotic government; which he evidently takes 
for granted, fince he does not think it a to make a 
fingle obfervatioh on the fubje@. But that was y no means 
the cafe ; Rrante was 4 Adénarchy nota Defpotic Gevernment ; 
and fo fenfible a writer Cannot be ignorant of the difference 
between the two fortns of governmient. ‘We thould think alfo, 
he muft know, that en hds exprefsly clafféd his own 
country under the former deftription: . 

That bafe defeétion of the Frencli troops from theit officers, 
in 1790, which the defigning ot ill-informed advocates of the 
revolution, ae afcri to patriotifm, has been long 
acknowledged; by the French etaelves, to lidve been the 
effe of bribery, and is here very juftly cenfiired. In page 
148, an affertiott occurs; which certainly requires fome qua- 
lification ; ** It is mever lawfil for a foreign power to intef- 
ftre in dortieftic quarrels; unlefs fan@tioned by the law of 
retaliation.” ‘It certainly istawfal for foreigit powers to inter- 
fere in domeftic quarrels; whenever fiich quarrels tend, by theit 
confequences tb ptoduce pag aor &s uport themfelves, 
and to endatiget the faf their own governments,. In all 
fuch cafes, the rights of interference is maintained by the 
on Ye et the PA he and is evidently f on 
the univerfal princi felfprefervation. An eminent 
leader of te ea is afterwards fhown, went much 
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18 Efjay on the Ambition and Conquefts of France. 


before: though, afterwards, he appeared to have entirely for- 
gotten his own declarations. 

On the fubject of the celebrated declaration of the Contti- 
tuent Affembly, that the French nation would never take up 
arms, but in defence of its liberty, and that it renounced all 
conqucits, this author makes the following apt remark : 





« It is furprizing how much this vague, enthufiaftic decree was ap- 
plauded, even by tome, who in other refpects could fee through the 
flimfy veil of patriotifm; as for inftance, the Courier du Bas-Rhin, a 
paper conduéted by fome acute obferver, after pafling fome criticifms 
on the national aflembly, adds, * They have done one noble thing, 
however, in proclaiming peace to al] mankind.’ 4/) maxkiud, how- 
ever, was to he underftood with an exception to all priefts, gentlemen, 
and kings; nor did Fngland, in any fhape, or under any government, 
ftand a chance of bemg included.” P. 161. 


RS Fac aN uy hg 
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This writer expatiates with temperance, but with firmnefs, . 
on the peculiar character of the French revolution, in its ta 
tendency to interrupt the tranquillity of foreign ftates, by Cy 
* generalizing is principles, and applying them to every 4 
nation, every country, every government.” Such was the | 


reproach made by an eloquent member of the firlt afleably, 
M,. Matouct, a man, alike diftinguifhed for the found- 
nefs of his judgment, the extent of his talents, and the inte- 
grity of his mind; and the jultice of the reproach has been 
fupported by every umpartial obferver ot the eventful period 
which has elapfed fince the frit meeting of the States-General, 
at Verfaitles. Lt was this peculiar chara€ter, which gave the 
hrit alarm to the neighbouring ftates, and ultimately involved 
the greater part of Europe in a war with France. It has 
been fo clearly and fo decifively proved, by different writers, 
that the French were the aggreffors in that war, and the at- 
tempts to difprove that fact, have been fo impotent and in- 
effectual, that we do not think at neceffary to quote the obfers 
vations made by the author of this Eflay on that fubjed. 
Various initances of the encouragement to rebel, openly 
given by the government of France, to the fubje@s of foreign 
powers, are here exhibited ; and the condué of the Emperor, 
in calling om the French to check this deftru€tive fpirit of 
profelytifm, is juftifted by the, do€trines of both Whig and 


f 


‘Tory writers in this country ; of Burnet, of Bolingbroke, and 


of Hume. The author’s remarks on the tardinefs of the 
Britith Minilftry in feeling alarm at the hoftile proceedings of 
the French, and on their conduét with refpeét to the refufal of 
their mediation between the belligerent powers, are too judi- 
cieus ta be omitted. 
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Effay on the Ambition and Conquef?s of France. 9 


s Future times will, perhaps, wonder at the indifference with which 
our Englifh miniftry beheld the inevitable approach of a wart in 
Flanders, that war which had always been dreaded as one of our 

reateft evils. It has been faid in parliament, (and not denied) that the 

‘rench court afked for our alliance, or at leaft our mediation, and our 
minifters have been blamed for not accepting the offer. But could 
thofe who blamed on this occafion have ftudied the Englifh hiftory, 
and forgot with what treacherous intentions Richelieu offered friend- 
fhip to Charles 1, and Lewis X1V. to Charles Il,? ‘The form of go- 
vernment was changed indeed, but not the temper of the minifters ; 
Dumourier’s ambition was very little inferior to that of Louvois or 
Richelieu. A mediation is of no real ufe unlefs both fides require ir, 
and unlefs the mediator is ready to attack the party who refufes com- 
pliance with his terms, Such an armed mediation had become fo un- 
popular with regard to Roffia, that Mr. Pitt could hardly venture it 
again. What terms of mediation could he offer that would have 
fatisfied either party ? Could he have promifed the emperor, that if 
he banifhed the emigrants from Germany, France would never inter- 
fere in the Flemith troubles? the Jacobins would have immediately 
exclaimed, that the people of Flanders had a right to give themfelves 
to France if they pleafed,——Was he to have guaranteed the imprattica- 
ble French conftirution as it then exifted ? He muft then have gone to 
war with the Jacobins who intended to abolifh it.—Was he to have 

uaranteed the right of the French nation to range its conftitution, 
fo ftrenuoufly urged by Briffot! He then‘made himfelf an accomplice 
in the ruin and death of the king, and would ftill be obliged to tight 
the ba:tles of the new republic. In fhort, every propotition from 
France, could only appear like a {nare to allure us to aflift her in the 
conqueft of Flanders, that very error which the Whigs reproached fo 
feverely in Charles II. 

‘© Yet after making every allowance for the difficulties of the fitua- 
tion, | muft ever think that minifters were too unconcerned at that 
time, and that oppofition was worfe, far worfe than unconcerned, 

«« The correfponding focieties were {preading difcontent through 
the nation, fome of the loweft of their agents were attempting to 
entice the foldiery, by fhort pamphlets left upon ale-houfe tables, to 
demand lefs duty and more pay; and one of the highelt clafs of oppo- 
fition, Mr. Grey, was framing a fociety of his own for a reform. ip 
parliament, when England fhould.have been armed and united as one 
man to watch over its ambitious neighbour. 

«« The miferable inefficient King of France might deny that he 
intended conquefts, but he was not the mafter. If a province of 
Flanders was fubdued, the example of Avignon dictated the following 
natural progrefs, Gain fome vutes for an union by fear or money,— 
threaten the life of any member who fhould fpeak againft it (as had 
been the cafe with Clermont Tonnerre) let the aflembly vote that a 
voluntary fubmiffion differs from conqueft, and the king would proba- 
bly not hazard his life and throne to refufe the addition of a province 
to his nominal government. 

** Two caufes may have contributed to the apathy which then pre- 
vailed in England. One was the ftrong apprehenfions entertained in 

C 3 the 







20 Penn's Critiéal and Peetical IVorks. 


the preceding years by fome politicians of the eventual dangers to 
Europe from the power of Ruiflia, which, perhaps, made them too im 
fenfible to the dangers arifing from the intrigues of France. The 
other, and ftronger caufe, was a prevailing notion’ of the fuperiority 
of German difcipline over the then undifciplined French troops. 
Bot the inftitution of national gvards was forgot, an’ inftitution calcu- 
lated to teach every Frenchman the ufe of arms, and they were not 
like our militia, forbiddéa to go beyond the frontiers.” P. 227. 


A curious fact is cited from Madame Roland’s “ Appeal to 
Pofterity,” to’ Crow what pains were taken, and what bafe 
manceuvres employed, by the Girondin party, to render the 
conrt cdious, and to produce the depofition of the King: **a 
with was expretfed, that one of their aflociates fhould be mur- 
dered, to throw: the odium upon the court; and a glorjous 
enthufialt, (4. de Grangeneuve ) declared himfelf ready to be 
thot the enfuing night, by his friends, for fo falutary a purpofe. 
If fiends were mortal, {uch a propofal as this might be expeét- 
ed in the debates of pandemonium.” (P. 246. 

The author proceeds to take a brief review of the events of 
the war, and the internal ftate of France, till the clofe of the 
year 1796, which is imter{perfed with avaricty of curious fatts, 
and appofite reflections, The perufal of his book has 
afforded us confiderable pleafure. It difplays evident marks of 
a correct judgment, and found conftitutional principles ; the 
style is, in general, eafy and fimple, though not deftitute of 
ftrength, and peculiarly adapted to hiftorical narrative. We 
have olfervedfome few grammatical inaccuracies, but too few 
to call for particular notice. 





Art. IIT. Critical and Poetical Works, by Fobn Penn, Efy. 
8vo. 146 pp. 6s. Elmily. 1797. 


WE have given a favourable account of the former pro- 
ductions of this gentleman, in a preceding volume of 

the Britith Critic ; and may fately congratulate him on the 
gencral improvement of his ftyle, on his greater accuracy of 
expreffion, and thofe other diftintions of good writing, which 
experience and obfervation can alone accomplith. The above 
remark applies, with equal truth, to the profe and to the metricaf 
compofitions of Mr. Penn; for a confiderable part of the 
prefent volume is poetical. The publication commences 
with a Tranflation of Ranieri di Calfabigi’s Letter on Tra. 
y, with Notes, We are not clear that the reader will 
any thing of agovel, ingenious, or important remark in the 
compofition 
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Pena’s Critical and Poetical Works. Ww 


eampofition of the [zalian writer, fufficient to render a tranflation 
of it neceflary. He feems to think the merit of Englith tra- 
gedy confined folely to Shakfpeare, which is very far from the 
truth. The notes, however, of Mr. Penn indicate much care- 
ful and ferious thinking on the fubje& of dramatic compofi- 
tions, and will be generally acceptable. We think that he has 
taken more pains than were neceflary, to vindicate his own 
tragedy of the Battle of Eddington ; but he hgs advanced no- 
thing to induce us to alter the opinion given of it in vol. vii. 
p. 551, of our Review. Thele notes are fucceeded by what 
the author calls Poetical Mifcellanies, including trantlations 
from Petrarch, many of which have afforded us real gratifica- 
tion. The firlt is the Squire’s Tale modernized from Chau- 
cer. This is certainly executed lefs paraphrattically, and with 
a greater regard ‘* to the general and particular fenfe of the 
original paffages,” than by Ogle ; and is alfo entitled to con- 
fiderable commendation for the accuracy, as well as melody, 
of the verfification. We thall fele@, as a favourable fpecimen of 
Mr. Penn’s poetical powers, the Qde written at the German 
Spa. 


«« Elyfian fcenes, that now, once more, 
Ere fix revolving years are o'er, 

Allure my voluntary feet 
To trace the paths, thick branches fhade, 
Or near the rill, or in the glade, 


‘Their pleafing toil repeat ; 


I come not, tortured by difeafe, 
To feek the boon of healthful eafe ; 

At pitying Nature’s bounteous hand ; 
Nor, where yon cryftal fount diftils, 
With seal, or with imaged ills, 

To join the eager band. 


Grateful for bleffings own’d, yet now, 

O Ict me, on this fhrubby brow, 
Unnoted by the mirthful throng, 

Pour, as the favouring Mufe’s fire, 

And heaven’s beneficencc, infpire, 
My folitary fong. 


Hygeia here perfumes the gales, 

And o’er the labourer’s pains prevails ; 
Here Science may her votary fave, 

Or Europe’s ftatefinen life imbibe, 

find lands their deftiny afcribe 

To the falubrious wave. 
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Yet, not to cutward cures confined, 

‘The body from the kindred mind 
Full ott has borrow’d a refource ; 

And Fancy oft, fuccefsful, tries 

"The fweet enchantment of Surprife, 
‘To infil returning force. 


For not in vain fuch glories, fure, 
Thofe towering oaks, thefe glooms obfcure, 
And mountains thus abrupt, are given, 
Whofe fides, with moffy cloathing hed 
The fhatter’d torrent thunders down, 
By Oreads headlong driven, 


Difcovering now its progrefs hoar; 

Now deadening behind rocks its roar ; 
And now that, born, a filent ftream, 

Along the fertile valley, ftrays, 

And clear o'er pebbles rolls its maze, 
That trembles to the beam. 


The beauties of the varied view, 

The whifpering air, the heaven’s hue, 
Of power to remedy may prove ; 

The timid cuckow’s diftant call, 

And, through each fwell, and melting fall, 
The mufic of the grove. 


Fach note is of a charm poffefs'd, 

May footh foine rankling care to reft, 
Or pleafure new, to heal, impart ; 

On all the foliage magic hangs ; 

And warbling brooks to bitter pangs 
Apply their lenient art. 


Far as the exalted eye beholds, 
The Genius of the foreft folds 
With fmiles, around, his verdant robe ; 
And marfhes dank, and wild untrod, 
Rejoicing, feel the prefent God 
Re-animate the globe. 


A tract, that, under Winter’s fway, 
Through all the dark, tempeftuous day, 

Fierce wolves aftonith as they how]; 
Now leave, and into caverns go, 


When whiftling winds have ceafed to blow, 


And fkies no longer {cowl ! 


Even while I fing, the entrancing fight 
Cafts o’er my foul a fudden light ; 
The vital currents freer glide ; 
And every damp oppreffion leaves 
My bounding heart, that, glad, receives, 
And fends, the genial tide : 
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Cappe’s Difcourfes on Providence. 


Unwonted ftrength my members own ; 
Languor recedes, and ‘Toil is flown, 

As round my raptured gaze I bear, 
And fee, beneath the fky ferene, 
Its fulleft flowers and richeft Green 

The Summer landfcape wear. P. 66. 


A votary who wooes the Mufes with fo ingenuous and fo dif- 
interefted an ardour as Mr. Penn, purfues an eafy and a flowery 
path, from which he will not be torned afide by the admoni- 
tions of friendly criticifm. We venture therefore to tell him 
that many of his Epigrams are improperly denominated, and 
might well have been omitted ; neither do the tranflations of 
Gray's Odes, that written at the Grand Chartreufe in particu- 
lar, partake of the folema and dignified energy of the origi- 
nals. The third Ranza of this laft, is very harfh and unmu- 
fical. 


‘Than had he, beneath roofs, forfooth, 
Krom citron hewn, in gold the art 
Of Phidias proved, é&c. 

As the book is neatly printed, we were furprifed at {reing 
fo coarfe a paper; the merit of the publication would have 
juftified a care of elegance in this latter particular alfo, which 
is more than we can always Jay of books printed on woven 
and fuperfine paper. . 





Art. 1V. Daifcourfes on the Providence and Government of 
God. By Newcome Cappe. S8vo. 23: pp. 4%. Johnfon. 


1795. 
THe part which God takes in the government of the world, 


and the interference he exercifes in the progrefs of nature, 

are fubje&ts of great intereft to the rational and philofophical 
enguirer. ‘The fettled order and courfe of things, can readily 
be imagined in fuch a fyftem as the univerfe prefents ; while 
wife and difcreet deviations from that courfe, to anfwer pur- 
pofes of incidental good, will appear not lefs {tri€tly confiltent 
with the wifdom and omnipotence of that great Being ; whocan 
thus remedy, by particular provifions, the unavoidable defects of 
general laws. E xception has indeed, been taken at this fpecies 
of reafoning, as bringing the Almighty too minutely into hu- 
man concerns ; but no propofitions that have been fet up on the 
contrary fide, have fucceeded, in an equal degree, in vindicating 
: the 



























































24 Cappe’s Difcourjes on Providence. 


the attributes of God, and accounting for the vazious events 
which occur in human experience, 

The author of thefe difcourfes has taken up the fubje&, 
with an impretfion of its importance, and a conv.étion of its 
truth, which, while they do not interfere with the ftrictnefs of 
his reafoning, infpire an energy and animation intro all his 
refearches. The mind of the philofopher is every where dif- 
cernible through all the train of enquiry, while the feeling of the 
chrijtian is feen to triumph as regularly in all his conclufions. 
The two firlt difcourfes are in a manner introductory to the 
general fubje&t. In Difcourfe IIT. the enquiry is commenced, 
and the government of God, or, what is in fact the fame, Di- 
vine Providence, is thus clearly and definitely ftated : 


«« By the providence of God we underftand the care he exercifes 
over all his creatures to preferve them in being, fo long as he thinks 
fit, and to fupply them during that term, with all things neceflary td 
their prefervation; to puta perjod to their exiftence when it feemeth 
to him good, and, to this end, to order and dire¢t the means of their 
diffolution ; to fx, to multiply, or diminifh their number, according 
to his will; to appoint, to continue, and to change their circumftances, 
according to his pleafure. 4 

When we affert the divine providence, we deny on the one hand, 
that any thing comes to pafs by chance or accident; i. e, without the 
knowledge, or befide the purpofe of God ; we deny on the otheg hand, 
that any thing takes place, through I know not what fatality, whether 
it be contrary to the divine will, and uncontrolable by his power; or 
whether, being agreeable to his pleafure, it be the effect of a necgeffity 
that proceeds not from his determination. We ceny that the world 
as abandoned without order, rule, or end; we affirm, that whatever 
be, at any time, its order, it is precifely what God wills it fhould be; 
and that, whatever be its end, the divine pleafure will therein be per- 
fe&tiy accomplifhed ; that all things harmonioufly confpire and work 
together, to fulfil his purpofe ; and that, in the mean time, every in- 
terinediate operation and effect follows his direction, and executes his 
defign. We deny that the world is like a fhip, whofe rudder is 
broken, and its pilot drowned, moving but at random, and 
changing its fituation, but without defign ; we affirm, that the divine 

intelligence regulateth all the motions of the univerfe, and that, by all 
its motions, the divine purpofes are promoted. We deny, that the 
world is like a ftate, whofe ruler has abdicated the kingdom, and left 
the jarring paffions, and capricious humours of his fubjeéts, without 
guidance or reftraint ; we affirm, that the world never is, or can be, in 
anarchy or confufion; that no will of man, or any other being, can 
deteat the will of God ; that their aims can prevail no farther than as 
they concur with his defigns; and that, voluntarily to their honour, 
if they ve good, they do his pleafure ; that againit their will, to their 
fhame, if they be wicked, they carry on his fchemes. 

** Such is the government of God, extending to all inanimate, 
animate, fenfible, intelligent, and moral beings; not to deftroy their 
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Cappe’s Difcourfes on Providence. — 


ofoeftive natures, but to leave them in full poffeffion of their pro- 
cng not fufpending, overbearing, or counteracting their re- 
aa ive powers, but guiding, managing, and employing them in his 
ervice ; fo proportioning their degrees of ftrength, of vigor, regulating 
their mutual influences and relations, and reftraining or enlarging 
their effects and confequences, as to make them all the minifters 0 his 
leafure, the executors of his countels, the inftruments of accomplith- 
ing the ends of his creation ; which, if he be him(elf perfectly good, 
and independently happy, muft be to make all who are capable ot 


goodnefs, good, and all who are capable of happinefs, happy.” P. 33- 


This definition of the divine government, is afterwards 
explained more at large under vad general propofitions 
tending to fhow, that evil as well as good proceeds from 
God ;—that every different fpecies of beings is ruled by the 
Almighty, by different laws, according to their refpective 
natures ;—that refpect is had to the circumftances and 
tempers of individuals ;—that this government is carried on 
by the inftrumentality of others ;—that it proceeds upon gene- 
ral laws ;—that thefe laws admit of being fufpended ;—that, 
la(tly, in regard to practical confequences, it is the fame, 
whether every event takes place, in confequence of a pre- 
eflablifhed order, or from the fucceffive commands and opera- 
tions of God. Under thefe propofitions, the reader may 
reafonably expe to find many obfervations very happily illaf= 
trative of the fubject in queftion ; and, in this expectation, he 
will by no means be difappointed. The reafoning purfyed 
is fuch, as derives its force and truth from the analogy it pof- 
f:{fes with the divine attributes, and the eafy folution which it 
affords to all the perpl. xities of human conduét, and human 
opinion. In explaining the coincidence of human inftru- 
mentality with divine providence, the author thus rationally 
argues ; 

“* For the truth of this we may appeal to every fpecies of author 
rity; to all kinds of affociations, to example, education, and many 
other modes of human influence, by which the talents of mankind are 
enlarged, or fettered, their natural tempers formed, their difpofitions 
afterwards corrected, or depraved, and their moral characters changed, 
ot fixed and determined for the better or the worfe ; effects that pro- 
duce fuch extenfive and important confequences in human life, that no 
government which comprehends not the direétion and control of thefe, 
can be able to effeftuate its purpofes among men. ‘Thefe, therefore, 
as they determine much with refpect to every individual, and in that 
with refpeét to all co whom their influence may extend, mutt undoubr- 


edly be fubject to the will of God, and are reafonably confidered as 
the inftruments of his government. 

*“* If God difpenfes unto men their external circumftances; if he 
appoints them their fituation and their connexions in life; if he 
changes thefe according to his pleafure, he likewife direéts the influ- 
euce they hal) lie under, and determines the continuance and the ex- 
teng 
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tent of that influence. ‘If it be the will of God that the new-bors 
infant thall be preferved and live, he commits it to the care of prudent 
and tender friends; if it be his will, that it fhall be early formed to 
knowledge and to virtue, that the feeds of thefe being foon implanted 


in it, may make great improvement, and be greatly ufeful in the little 7 
period of human life, he places it within the seach of knowing and 7 
of virtuous friends, that through their inftru€tion and example it may / 


gain wifdom. 


“In general, whatever may be faid of thofe difpofitions and (7 
principles in others, from which their influence on us proceeds; | 


whether i¢ be to our benefit, or our hurt, the neceffary and unavoid- 
able effeéts of that influence upon us, are clearly to be afcribed to 
God; it is his will that we fhould fuffer or be profited thereby, we 


are therefore to regard all civil government, with its effects and con- | 
fequences, as conftituting a part of the government of God, as an in- | 


ftrument by which he carries on his defigns with refpe€t to men; and 
in the fame light we are to confider alfo, parental power and authority, 
all the focial connexions in which we find ourfelves, all the treatment 
of whatever kind which we receive from others. Though did God not 
give them the difpofitions whence their condu& towards us flows, yet 
he placed us within the reach of thofe difpofitions, and that either for 
the trial and improvement of our virtues, or for foe other benefit to 
ourfelves, or through our inftrumentality to others.” P. 83. 


The proof of divine providence, or the reafons upon which 
the belief of it is founded, fucceed (in Difcourfe VITI.) to 
the explanation of the do@trine itfelf; and, to eftablifh this 
great point, the author has recourfe to the natural perfections 
of God, the relation in which he ftands to the world, as 
Creator and Father, the exiitence of a revelation, and the 
nature of miracles. From thefe fources, the author derives a 
large variety of reafonings, to eftablifh the credibility of that 
providence, which the preceding obfervations have only been 
adduced to explain. If the fpecies of proof aflumed, be not 
chara€terized by novelty, there is, it muft yet be confeffed, 
great merit, in the very able manner in which it is condu&ed, 
and the ingenious forms, under which the arguments long em- 
ployed, are again produced. Our readers will perceive the 
truth of this remark, in the mode of condudting the argument 
drawn from God’s relation to the world, as Creator and 
Father. 


«* Of old did he lay the foundations of the earth, and the heavens 
are the work of his hands; he made us, and not we ourfelves ; we are 
his people, and the fheep of his pafture. It is the voice of reafon as 
well as the teltimony of Scripture, that every being in the univerfe de- 
rived its origin from fome great, intelligent, and abfolutely perfect 
Being, who 1s himfelf without derivation, without beginning of days, 
and without end of time. Every nature, therefore, is what God 
made it, fubject to no influence to which he did not make ir fubjett, 
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and expofed to no changes to which he did not expofe it. Tt was he 
who at firft created the fyftem of the univerfe, and appointed to its 


various parts, their correfpondences, their relations, and connexions 5 
and if thefe be the effeéts of his will, fuch alfo muft every thing be 
that refults from them. Deriving from him its being and its powers, 
every creature muft neceflarily be dependant upon him for the con- 
tinuance of that being, and the retention of thofe powers. _ : 
« Kor you muft fuppofe either that every being was conftituted in 


— {uch a manner as to continue of itfelf, as it were, tor fuch a period as 


may be thought proper to be prefcribed to it, or placed in fuch circum- 


is yet continually exerted to preferve the beings created in exiftence. 
On either of thefe fuppofitions, you evidently put every thing into 
the hands of God, and acknowledge that nothing comes to pafs but 
what either proceeds from his appointment and his agency, or is fub- 
ject to his direction and control. 

‘«* But again: on the fame principles you may form another argu- 


> ment for the divine providence, and 1t is this. God, you fay, is the 
» Creator of the univerfe, and unlefs you can fuppofe your Creator to 
) be lefs intelligent and rational than you, you mutt fuppofe that he had 
» fome motive to fuch an exertion of his power, fome end for which he 
» created it; that he did not make the worlds merely for the fake of 
| making them: now fpecify what end you pleafe, take what you will 


to be the principle of the divine creation, you will find that the fame 


) principle will give you good affurance of the divine providence, and 
= care over all his works. 


‘* Did he make the vniverfe for the pleafure of beholding fo bean- 
tiful a fabric ? Will not the fame principle induce him to maintain its 


| being and its beauty ? Did he make it to difplay his knowledge to 


thofe intelligences whom he had formed after the image of his own 
underftanding ? Would not the fame principle induce him to maintain 
them in cheir being and intelligence, and alfo to maintain his other 
works in their order and perfecuon, that he might {till continue glo. 
rious in their eyes ? 

Do you more juftly and rationally fuppofe he made the world 
from a principle of love, his fenfible creation to be happy, and the in- 


animate to contribute to their happinefs ? And can you then fuppofe 


that his benevolence was powerful enough to engage him in the pro- 
duction, but not powerful enough to engage him in the government of 


| his creatures? Could he create them to make them happy, and aban- 


don them after he had brought them into being, without any care or 
provifion for their welfare ? If this was the principle upon which he 


> madeit, muft it not alfo lead him to take upon himfelf the govetn- 


tucnt of the world, and to confult the kappinefs of his creatures in 


) every fucceflive moment of their being, as well as in the firft ? 


** Is the human artift fo reafonably folicitous for the prefervation 
and good o:der of his works, and are the works of God unworthy 
his attention? The great machine of nature, will it juftify no provi- 
fion, no care? Ye fathers, are ye fo watchful over your children, fo 
ftudious to preferve them from evil, fo anxious to enfure their future 
happinefs 
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happinefs as well as their prefent comforts? Do you place thefe thingy 
among your obligations ? Do you rank them among the excellences 
of your charatter? Do you herein approve your condutt, and find 
your fatisfation ; and can you then believe that God, the Father of 
angels and of men, the almighty Parent of the univerfe, has no care 
over his children? Has he no concern for their intereft? Makes he 
no provifion for their welfare? Is he totally indifferent about their 
charatters and their circumftances, and having (what you may perhaps 
have fometimes vainly wifhed, for the fake of your defcendants that 
you had) all power in his hands, has he caft off his children, and 
abandoned them to time and chance ? 

«« If, either, in the firit conttitution of the world, he has provided 
for the regular and ufeful operation of material and inanimate caufes, 
and for the welfare of his fenfible creation according to their refpec- 


tive natures, chara¢ter, difpofitions, and fituation ;’if he has fo or. [7 
dered the progrefs of events as to produce the beft final iflue, and in 
the mean time the greateft general felicity ; or, ff not having eftablith, © 


ed fuch an order and feries of events at firft, he governs the world by a 
conftant fuperintendence, and unremitted agency, actuating, guiding, 
and over-ruling all things, ¢o she gracions purpofes of his own bene. 
volence ; he maintains the character of a wife Creator and a tendet 


Father: if not, the human charater is not fo much inferior to the © 


divine; it we deny this dofirine, we muft affert, both irreverently 
and abfurdly, that there are fome of his creatures whofe excellences 
reproach their Creator’s charaéter, that he might learn a leffon of wif- 
dom and of goodnefs from his works. ' 

‘* The arguments that have been now mentioned, may perhaps avail 
to convince you, that fach a providence and government is exercifed 
in fact, though they leave the manner in which it is exercifed undif- 
covered. On this occafion we only reafon on fuch principles as Chritt 


affumed upon a like occafion, when he faid unto his hearers, ‘* If ye § 


being cvil know how to give good gifts unto your children, how much 
more fhall your heavenly Father give good things unto them that afk 
him?” P. 110. 


From a difcuffion of the argument, the author proceeds to 
fome concluding remarks, as an improvement of the fubjeét. 
This part of his tafk the writer has executed in a manner 
worthy of that importance which belongs to it, and the prac- 
tical ends which it is defigned to ferve. We cannot forbear 
adding to our extracts, the very animating and fenfible reflec- 
tions, which this part of the volume prefents, upon the excel- 


Jence and majefty of God. 


“* How incomprchenfible is the knowledge of God, from whom ne- : 


thing is concealed in heaven or on earth, or under the earth ; who 
overlooks not the fituation of a fingle atom, or the rifing of a fingle 
thought! He counts the hoft of heaven, and through an immeafurable 
extent of empire, calls all his fubjects by their names. In one im- 
menfe furvey he beholds every creature, from the angel of his prefence 
down even to the infect and the herb, and the duit we tread vpon. 
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meaneft individual of his kingdom is not unnoticed by him ; or 
een circumftance of the = vd individual, All hearts are 
open to him ; all fecrets are revealed to him : as to him there is no 
darknefs and no myftery, fo in him there is no ignorance, and for hice 
there is no information. In every inftant he difcerns every motion 
and every thought, though they amount to myriads on myriads ; and 
though iri the inftane that they are produced they pee, As he dif- 
cerns whatever is within us, or above us, of around us, or beneath us, 
as wide as immenfity itfelf, without labour, without overfight, and 
without fucceffion, eafily, perfectly, and inftantly ; fo he difcerrs 
whatever comes to pafs throughout the univerfe, without error, with- 
out furprize, without confufion ; clearly, calmly, and unweariedly ac- 
sompanying, as it were, the univerfe, through its unceafing changes, 
comprehending all a with greater facility and certainty, than the 
moft enlarged mind he has ereated comprebends the fmaMelt portion of 
his works; knowing even the moft intelligent of his creatures more 
perfectly than they are known unto themfelves, 

«* Sucli is the knowledge which the — Ruler of the world muft 
pofiefs and exercife in the government thereof; a knowledge fo high 
that we never can attain unto a juft conception of it; furpaffling all 
eur thoughts, and juftifying all our wonder. Nor could the govern- 
ment of the world be carried on if this knowledge were not as won- 
derful in its application as it is incomprehenfible in its extent. What 
prudence, what wifdom, is not neceflary to maintain the order, the 
¢omfort, and the interefts of a little kingdom, of a lefs fociety, yea, 
even of a family ; what wifdom then is not needful to him who un- 
dertakes the government of the world? What wifdom mutt he not 
poflefs who maintains tlie good government thereof, uninterrupted and 
uncontrolled ? What innumerable ends ate there to be purfued in con- 
junGion with one another, in a juft fubordination, ad all in fubfer- 
viency to one great end, the happinefs of hts fubjeéts ! What innume- 
rable principles not only different, bat even oppofite in their natures, 
are there to be diretted in their operation, combined together in their 
juft proportion, actuated to a certain degree, and within thofe limits 
made effectual, beyond them to be counteracted and reftrained. How 
many different fpecies of creatures, how many different humours, how 
many different wills ; what blind and impetuous paffions, what perverf{e 
and froward difpofitions, what an infinite variety of objects to be at- 
tended to, and accommodated one unto another! He who can recon- 
eile, and control and regulate ; he who, through all apparent diforders, 
¢2n maintain the harmony of the world; he who, through all appa- 
rent evils,can promote its real interefts, and raife out of what appears 
to our narrow minds a mighty chaos, that confounds us and o es 
us, the fair fabric of univerfal happinefs: how wonderful mutt he be 
wm counfel, how abundant muft he be in means! Where but in God is 
wifdom to be found! Where but in the world’s great Governor is the 
place of underftanding!” P. 164. 


We cannot clofe this critique, without expreffing the 
= we have felt in the perufal of thefe Difcourfes: 
‘he argument, if not profqundly handled, is fairly approach. 
ed, 
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ed, and fpiritedly entorced ; no terms are employed but what 
flefs a determinate and perfpicuous fenfe, while the language 
is preferved, by a jult proportion of eloquence and pathos, 


from that drynefs fo naturally incident to difcuffions of this 


nature. ‘fo readers of every capacity and perfuafion, the vo. 


lume may be fafely recommended, as well calculated to re. 


move doubts upon the fubjeét of Divine Providence, where 
shey exilt ; and to aflilt the views and impreffions of thofe, who 
are already convinced of its truth and importance, 











—— 


Arr. V. Traé?s upon India ; written in the Year 1779, 1780, 


and 1788. By Mr. Fohn Sullivan. With fubfequent Obfer--— 


vations, by him, 8vo. 450 pp. -Becket. 1796. 


now in the hands of England, and thinks that it ought, by a 

means, to be retained there. 2. [he manner of recruiting our 
European army tn India, in which he advifes to incorporate the 
offspring of our Puropean foldiery. 3. The prefent ftate of the 
Indian army, with a plan for new-modelling and improving it. 
4. The political fituation of the Englifh intereft in the South of 
India, and particularly the dangers to be apprehended from the 
concert between the French and Tippoo, which fubjeé& is 


treated in a memoir drawn up in March, 1788, at the defire of] 


Mr. Dundas. 5. The improvement of the country, and the te- 
nure of landed property. 6. [he commerce between England and 


India. 7. A plan of Mr. Sullivan’s for liquidating part of a debt 


due, in 1784, to the Company's army, but which proved abor. 
tive; and 8. A plan of his for wi the family of Myfore, 
whofe throne had been ufurped by Hyder Ally ; which alfo 
proved abortive. 

Mr. Sullivan appears to be a man of a fpeculative and 
ingenious mind. He has had, from official fituation and 
long refidence in India, means of accurate and extenfive  in- 
formation ; he has been diligent in his enquiries, candid. in 
his obfervations, and faithful in his reports. 


Some of his notions, though not altogether original or pé 


culiar to him, are happy ; and fome alfo have been adopted by 
rovernment. Yet, after allowing all this in favour of the re 
FoeGtable author, what is the end or object of publifhing plans 
that have proved abortive, and for which too, he obferves, there 
will met be henceforth occafion ; (fee PP- 35» 322) hints that 
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tie have been adopted, and a corref{pondence with minifters, at 
former periods, on matters now fettled, and fettled too accord- 
EE ing to his own mind? Bur, fays he, in his Introduction, p. v- 


Pe cm 
Wi ae J feel peculiar fatisfaction, on now reviewing thofe papers, to 
1 ee find, that ideas which were, fo many years ago, fubmitted by me to 
tthe confideration of his Majetty’s Minifters, aud of the Court of Di- 


ft) re€tors, have not been contradiéted by the extended and improved ex 
ho| perience which has fince taken place.” 


-  Fhis is afatisfaction which he might furely have enjoyed with 
© greater dignity alone, or in the circle of his friends ; leaving to 
> others the care of doing him juftice by publication. 
This work, therefore, appears more like a claim ta reputa- 
Jo, tion, than any defign to promote public good. There is nothing 
er, interefting, there is even fomewhat difgufting in details of the 
* form and manner in which thefe tracts were firft written. How 
the letter to Lord North, at firft confifted of three letters, and 
“Ais now divided into two, &c. &c. All the pieces, formerly 
ing) written, and now publifhed, are followed by obfervations, in 
fl which the author appears as an annotator on himfelf. The 
oul fcheme of fubfidizing Hyder-Ally, and making him a pen- 
the fa fionary of the Company, was equally vifionary and ridiculous 5 
the but at any rate, why fhould an author, at the prefent time, ob- 
it, a trude fuch fpeculations on the public attention, when it is folie 
h offacited by fuch a variety of important concerns ? 
the’ We readily admit, that among Mr. Sullivan’s obfervations, 
t iste there are fome, particularly thofe relating to the army, that may 
e of Mayet be turned to good account; though few, if any, that have 
> tee enot occurred to other obfervers. 
and) It will readily occur to gentlemen converfant with our 
















debt Indian army, that Mr. Sullivan, pp. 370—372, argues, as if 
bor-|athe conceffion of the faif and equitable demands of the Come 
fore, ap2ny's officers, Was an incroachment on the rights and pri- 
alfolavileges of his Majefty’s officers: whereas the uimoft extent 


syof the claims of the firft, has beén to Re paces on a footing 


and pet equality with the latter. If the King’s officers are aggrieved, 
andlaet will doubrlefs be faid, has not, his Majefty.the power of re- 
, in-gtrefling their grievances ? why fhould not they fucceed.to the 


ommand of his Majefty’s regitnents in India? The-Indian 
fiters have not afked for the command of his Majefty’s regi- 


’ ents: nor, were this privilege granted, would this,privilege 
rd bi be other than merely nominal. “The Britith ie eae 
eres pererett at home ; the officers of India, for the moft part, little of 
jansgrone. We cannot but approve the author's idea of incorpo- 
hese ting the fons of our European foldiery, with our. Indian 


“that Me™ = but he is under a miftake, if ‘he thinks, (p. 43) 0 
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a3 = M. Mallet du Pan's Letter to a Minifier of State. 


their being foldiers, would induce the natives to confide} 
them in any other light, than that of Hallencores, or out. 


caits. 


ee ee ee —_ 





Arr. VI. Letter aun Minifire d'état fur les Rapports entre 
le Syftéme politique de la Republique Francaije, et celui de fa 
Révelution. S8vo. 48 pp. 1s 6d. De Boffe, Dulau, &c. 


Letter toa Minifier of State, &c. Tranflated from the Fi rench 


_ of M. Mallet du Pan. The fame Book in Englifh. 8vo. 


ts. Longman, Paternofter-row. 1797- 


A NOTE of the editor, on the original letter, informs us, 
that it was written to the minifter of one of the neutral 
owers, and that it is attributed to M. Mallet du Pan. The 
englith tranflation expreéfsly afcribes it to that author, and we 
have the beft authority for believing that there is no error in 
that affertion. 
There is no political writer in Europe to whole produétions 
we are more inclined to pay attention, than tothofe of M. Mallet 
du Pan. As long as it was poffible for the voice of reafon and 
liberty tobe heard in France, that is, tothe fatal 10th of Augutt 
1792, M. Mallet continued to write the political and hiftori 
part of the Mercute Frangais ; a publication at that time highly 
re{pe€table, being affifted alfo by the regular contributions of 
MM. Marmontel; La Harpe, and other writers of good reé 
ute. One of the laft numbers in which he was concerned, 
that publifhed on July 28, 1792, contains a noble teftimony 10 
his deteftation of the horrors then dgily committed, and his 
firm adherence to found principles of political freedom. Af- 
ter relating forme horrid cruelties perpetrated at Bourdeaux and 
Limoges, he had the courage to publith the following reflece 
tions, which we give in Englifh, ‘* Such are the events, fuch 
are the dreadful diforders, which have been produced, by mur- 


derots maxims, fanatical oatlis, and the annihilation of the. 


foyal authority. A miadnefs, an atrocious difregard of all du- 
ties, reigns at the famie time in the political bodies, and in the 
capital ; while every day accumulates new proofs, to thofe al- 
te peru sje of the gi abuts and hin degrada 
e 0 the ¢; and hi dati 

with the deftruction of his gatlority, are the univerfal sonia 
of all the dangers, and all the evils of the ftate.” P. 268. It is 
het to be fuppofed that fuch freedom of fentiment would long 
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be tolerated in thofe atrocious times, and, confequently, within 
the month of Auguft, we find the Mercure profeffing to be con- 
ducted. ‘* par une D cieté de Patriotes”, with Liderté and Egalité 
in its title ; and announcing that the principles adopted for the 
hiftorical and political part, would be found hereafter a perfec? 
contraft to thofe.which the friends of liberty had fo long regret- 
ted to find in a journal, part of which had before partaken of 
her triumph. After this it is fuperfluous to fay, that the Mer- 
cure became of no value. 

The prefent author, two of whofe publications were briefly, 
but honourably noticed by us, in our third vol. p. 574, and 
our fourth, p. 190, has been, in fome meafure; the Burke of 
the continent. Without either the vivid eloquence, or the 
inequalities of that great writer, he has been equally fedulous 
to open the eyes of the combined powers to their true inte- 
refts, to develope the real tendencies of the French politics, 
and to overcome, if poflible, the felfifhnefs of the feveral par- 
ties, by {tating ftrongly, but very truly, the dangers which im- 
pended over the whole. Alas, in vain! Selfifhne(s, the great 
characteriftic, and notorious difgrace of the age, has vanquifh- 
ed all true policy, has prevented the great combination of Eu- 
ropean powers for felf-prefervation from taking due effe&, 
and finally has diffolved it ; leaving France, whofe policy has 
been uniform and fteady, under all the fluctuations of its go- 
vernment, to reap the fruits which perfeverance feldom fails to 
obtain. ‘The object of the prefent tra& is to perfuade the neu- 
tral powers, that nothing but their mediation, to obtain from 
France fome reafonable terms of pacification for the contend- 
ing powers, can refcue Europe from the difgrace of falling under 
the virtual dominion of that power, and the condu¢tors of her re- 
volution. Whether this will be done, or whether the moment is 
come when the French are inclined, of their own accord, to be 
more moderate than hitherto in their demands, the negotiation 
now depending will probably have difcovered to the world before 
this critique can be publifhed. In quoting paflages from this 
work, we thall, for the more general benefit of our readers, 
take them from the Englifh tranflation; the ftyle of an author 
fo well eftablifhed, will hardly require exemplification. 

On the general refult of the war at its clofe, wevery early 
meet with the following remark : 


** Your Excellence muft be aware, that the war will decide, not 
whether Auftria or Great Britain fhall be aggrandized, but whether a 
Republic, founded upon abftraét sar Ne incompatible with the 
txiitence of every other focial fyitem ; if a government, which unites 
to the fury of its dogmatic genius a fpirit of ambition, of which no 

D monarch 
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monarch of France ever offered an example ;—if that government, I 
fay, remaining more formidable than Louis the Fourteenth was after 
the peace of Nimeguen, fhall force, or not, one half of Europe, to 
fubmit to its arms, or its plots ; to its apoftles, or to the capitulations 
which it thall pleafe to impofe? 

«* If fuch a flate of things had been fubmitted to the confideration 
of Henry the Fourth, Guftavus Adolphus, or Frederick William, can 
it be fuppofed that he wou!d long have deliberated on the line of con. 
duét which it became him to purfue?” P. 8. 


In difcuffing his fubje& regularly, the firft care of the au- 
thor is to fhow, that the French government has taken upon it 
to overthrow at once the common law of nations in Europe. 
This conclufion he draws particularly from the refult of the § 
firft negotiation of Lord Malmfbury at Paris. | 


«« Whatever were the views of the Britifh Government, the Di- 
rectory did not take the trouble of throwing the blame upon them; 
they took upon themfelves the refponfibility attached to the rupture, 
with their ufual arrogance and audacity. Since public negociations, 
regular forms, and the obligations of mutual refpeét, had been efta & 
blifhed in Europe, there had never before been an inftance of the am. 
baflador of a great power, equally entitled to attention by his per- 
fonal qualities, and his public character, and coming to propofe peace 
from a nation that had not loft a fingle inch of territory, being treated 
with fuch brutal infolence, and, alter having experienced every kind 
of affront, being driven away, like a fpy, at twenty-four hours notice, 

This is inconteftibly a new right of nations ;—The courtier who is 
moft partial to the French revolution, cannot deny that there now exifts 
a power which, in its negociations, hasintroduced the mode which the 
fenate of Rome purfued with the little kings of Afia, and which th 
eaftern monarchs obferve with their tributaries. Jt is not England ak 
that fuftains this affront, it is all Europe; itis an infult levelled at al 
crowned heads, and all the conventions of cuftom and decorum that haw 
been eternally refpe@ed. The ftate that violates thefe with outra 
declares itfelf the fole arbiter of the refpeét and attention that are dot 
to the fovereignty of other powers, and proclaims its difavowal of thei 

titles and their rights ; it avers, that all the proceedings hitherto a 
ferved mutt fall before its own fupremacy ; and that, henceforth, i 
will regulate its negociations by the caprice of its directors, and b 
the rule generally obferved by a fovereign in a compromife wil 


rebels.” P. 9. 


He follows up thefe obfervations by the following ve 
pointed reflections. 


Thus while ill-informed and inconfiderate minifters are endeavov 
ing to convince their fovereigns of the abfolute eine tel the regicié 
regency of Paris, with the lawful government of ancient ff 
narchy, that regency gives the lie direct to their affertion, by intt 
ducing innovations into the whole fyftem of negociation, that am¢ 
to a folemn and methodical attack upon all fovereignty, iad 
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te J dare fay that the MaRQuIs DEL Campo, and the other hum. 
ble Deputies, whom Europe fends to Paris to offer incerife to the 
affaflins of kings and defpoilers of ptoperty, and whofe adulation 
aftonifhes even the Jacobins, prudently omit; in the explanations which 
they fend to their refpective courts, all account of their own fituation. 
They take {pecial care not to expofe the ftate of fervility to which 
they are reduced, and the aéts of bafenefs which they are condemned 
to commit, not to conciliate the favour of the chiefs and fub-chiefs of 
the tegency, of their courtiers, and their creatures—that favour they 
never will obtain—but to efcape ignominious affronts, terminated by 
an order to leave France. ‘They ate filent on the humility of theit 
countenarice, their prefentation, and their fupplicatory requefts ; th 
are filent on the new etiquette to which they are fubjected, while they 
are received with lefs ceremony than was obferved with a cabinet 
meflenger under the old government ; they find nothing fcandalous in 
having honoured with their prefence the facramental commemoration 
of the moit atrocious regicide; in having received, in the pomp of 
their dignity, the impfecations and the oaths of a troop of confpi- 
tators againft Royalty. But their degradation fupplies a living leffon, 
and a light more brilliant than any which the myfterious jargon of 
their correfpondence can afford.” P, 11. 


The leffon thus imparted is, he adds, ‘ that the conneétion 
now fubfifting between republican and regicide France, and 
other governments, is the conne¢tion of terror with fubmiffion 3 
and that the only alternative now remaining, is to oppofe that 
defpotifm, or to bend in the attitude of fubmiffion.” 

The fyftem of dividing Europe by feparate treaties with the 
contending powers, is attributed to the Abbe Sieyes, and has 
refifted all the different revolutions in the French government. 
He fhows the progrefs of this fyftem, and its aGtual ftate with 
only the Empire (which has fince fubmitted) and England re- 
maining to refift its completion. For this completion, fays he, 


«« They tely on the real or artificial terror with which they have 
infpired the cabinets of the sroonenny tases 3 they rely on the jealoufy 
and miftruft which daily encreafe between the membets of that vaft 
body, now reduced to a ftate of anarchy ; they rely on the ambition of 
the Princes devoted to Pruffia; on the defign imputed to that power 
of profiting by the chaos for the enforcement of certain obfolete 
claims, and for extending the attivity of the fyftem of Feta 0 ; 
they rely on the rapture which fuch defigns muft produce between 
Auttria ,and = Pruflia, and on the general commotion that will 
enfue; they rely on the ina¢tivity of the new Emperor of Ruffia; on 
that general fyftem of policy fo worthy of the age, which limits the 
fenfe of real danger erttertained by each feparate power to that to 
which fuch power is petfonally expofed ; and his idea of the fafety 
ef Europe to that kind of fecurity which fome few ftates will ftill be 
permitted to prefetve for fome few days; they rely upon the vacilla- 
tions of fo many flu€tuating courts, which never have harboured one 
grand thought; they rely on the creatures which the Revolution has 
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procured for them in fuch courts, either by the influence of certain 
feCtaries, or by adread of the future, which reprefents fear as the only 
fhield againft a peril of which Princes and their Minifters have never 
dared to calculate the extent, acknowledge the certainty, or recognize 
the principle ; nor againft which, have they even dared to point out the 
neceflary prefervatives ; they rely on the weaknefs of Sovereigns fur- 
rounded by Minifters, the ftandatd of whofe abilities is exhibited in 
the prefent fituation of Europe; they rely on thofe inteftine cabals 
which divide courts, and confine their attention to far different objects 
than a fyftem of general policy ; they rely on theit own multiplied in- 
trigues, which infeft every country, on the poifon which they diffufe, 
on their agents and accomplices, and on thofe corruptions, the fates of 
which are ftuck upon the walls of Luxembourg ; they fely on that 


longing after peace, proclaimed even on the firft day of the war, which & 


is a fymptom of the failure of all wr of all reafon, of all public 
{pirit, propagated with indefatigable in 

which the confpirators, the fa¢tious, the revolutionifts of all countries 
join, forming an echo to the egotifts, and to thofe people who have not 
had refolution to defend themfelves ;—laftly, they rely on the rava 
produced by their dottrines, on the confternation diffufed by their 
crimes, on the admiration excited by their arms, which leads every 
blockhead to laud the miracles of legiflative wifdom, and the 5 ee 


ftreams of happinefs which it will fhower down on—fofterity.”” P. 27, 


The author tlien ftates their efimity to this country, and the 
caufes of it: ** on that con/ffitution” he fays ‘ which aéts as an in- 


cefJant fatire on the extravagancies of the French conventions—on the § 


KinG of a FREE NATLON—on a {tate more rich—more flou- 
rifhing than modern France—on the receptacle of fo many trea- 
fures—on that power whofe weight ferves to ballaft the continent 
—they have refolved to inflict 4 mortal blow.” (p. 30.) Such too 
certainly has been the evident, and indeed, avowed policy of the 
French Republican Government; how far it is now inclined to 
recede from it, and to prove itfelf more reafonable, and more 
juft, is the matter now at iffue. M. Mallet ififts, but in this 
alfo we hope he will prove miftaken, that the government of 
that country is {till effentially Jacobin ; and he confiders the 
prefent conftitution as beft defined in thefe words ; '* @ method 
of uniting with the forms of libertys the confiraint™, the combi- 
nation, and the force of defpotifin.” If any one contefts this, | 
would afk them, fays he, whether this is not the fame govern- 


ment “ that has made the arrogance of Louis XIV. and of a 


Louvois to be forgotten ; that negotiates with the tone of 


— ah. 
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** The original word is /a necofité, we have rendered it con/ffraint, 
which, though not literal, feems to us to give the only reafonable fenf 
that we can conceive to be intended by the authos, ev, 5 
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command,” &c. Among other parts of thefe interrogatories, the 
following is not the leaft ftriking : 


<* If it be not the fame that, infulting the United States of America, 
to which gratitude, regard for the public opinion, and political rela- 
tions, prefcribed every kind of regard, has endeavoured, and ftill en- 
deavours, to defolate America by a fecond revolution, to inflame civil 
difcord, and to furround the virtuous Wafhington with dangers and 
difgut ? P. 48, 

Hence he comes to his conclufion, that if the powers 
hitherto neutral, will not fo interpofe, as to enforce reafonable 
terms of peace, Europe mutt be confidered as under the abfe- 
lute dominion of the French Republic. Of a pamphlet fo 
very important, we could not content ourfelves with giving 
only a fhort account ; we have therefore laid before the reader 
fuch fpecimens, as will evince its general nature, and will,. 
doubtlefs, induce many to confider more at large, a memorial 
containing fo many proofs of political fagacity and wifdom. 
That the powers of Europe will ever act again on any general 
principles of political union and defence, we almoft defpair to 
fee ; if it can be effeted, it muft be by admonitions fo judi-° 
cious as thefe, or by the actual preffure of neceflity. If the worft 
fhould happen, it will be ever glorious to England to have made 
the laft great ftand in defence of the liberty of Europe. 





Art. VII. The Hifory of Greece, by W. Mitford, Efy. 
(Concluded from our lafi, p. 586.) 


T? the end of his prefent career, which clofes, as we mene. 
tioned before, with the battle of Mantinea, and its imme-e. 


Xenophon as his attendant and guide ; in gratitude for whole, 
aid, he has raifed, at the end of his 28th chapter, a delightful 
monument to the fame of that amiable writer. Of all the 
writers of antiquity, Xenophon is the one whofe character 
and excellencies We have always contemplated with the warm- 
eft intereft and affe€tion. Attraéted firft by the mellifluous 
fimplicity, and truly Attic elegance of his ftyle, we found the 
beauty of his fentiments furpafs, if poffible, the graces of his 
language. Examining more deeply, we found him, of all the 
difciples of Socrates, the only one who had the good faith, and 
good fenfe to report his mafter’s opinions accurately, withqut 
addition 
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4 addition or difguife : the only one who has given a reafonable 1m 
bebe) account of the foolifh and malicious accufation, that he pre- let 
ik tended to have a familiar demon*: an accufation, which th 
a he Plato thought fit to drefs up according to his own fancies ; and or 
ae thereby to acknowledge, and in a manner eftablifh, When ip 

0) me he teaches, Xenophon is the molt delightful of inftructors ; ca 
ariel ti when he narrates, the moft fafcinating of all narrators. When th 
Bi ~ he invents, he feafons his fi€tions with fo much of his great in 
ete Ba mafter’s genuine philofophy, and fo much of his own exqui- in 
F: fite tafte, that it becomes impoffible to decide, whether they th 
ei are more inftru€tive or more delightful: when he fpeculates as an 
. hi a politician, it is with a good fenfe and fagacity, which foar re 
oho, above the prejudices of his fellow-citizens, and diftinguith, pe 
TH with correétnefs, the infltitutions which lead to virtue and in 
1 happinefs, from thofe which allow and encourage depravity, be’ 
The moft imperfe& of his works, the Hellenics, has yet many mi 
| of the merits peculiar to the writer, and is, at the prefent day, At 
i i (as Mr. Mitford has found, and evinced) an invaluable treafure. 1S! 
vg As a leader, he fhines no lefs in his unaffe€ted, but exquifite BR 1 
} narration of the retreat of the Greeks, than he does as a writer ov 

He in the delivery of it ; and we have abundant teftimony, that as 
By a man, he was no lefs efteemed, than admired in every other mi 
HE, relation of his aétive life. With thefe feelings refpedting of 
ie 4 Xenophon, it will not be doubted, that we ihall acknowledge, toe 
¥' with gratitude, the merit ef Mr. Mitford, in compiling the af 
iF very elegant and fatisfactory account of our favourite, with 
y which he has ornamented the clofe of the prefent publication. eve 
ily With this excellent guide, the prefent hiftorian has travelled rot 
mit through the part of Grecies hiftory now publithed, and ‘we bee 
ab perfectly agree with him, that it is impoflible for a perfon, fo _ = 
Bee bss circumftanced, not to feel a particular intereft in the fortunes - 
a i of “ the foldier-philofopher-author,” who has conduéted him je ™ 
+! if ¢¢ through a period of nearly half a century, among thofe rev 
{ tranfa€tions in which he was himfelf an a&ter.”” The materials the 
. thus furnifhed, he has completed, not only by recurring to ab 
; ; every other fource of information, but by a fagacious_fpirit of adi 
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* The account of Xenophon, to a perfon not prepoffeffed with 
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Pts Platonic or other whims, is fimply and intelligibly this; that, be- ag 

nt & lieving in divination, as others did, Socrates thought it more refpect- def 

DHE ful to the Gods, to fay that Prowidence gave him the intimations, than be 

i i + that the omens themfelves did it; but that, ufing the word ro Jausnoy, tt 

Bry \i (equivalent to ro @siox) his enemies took advantage of the ambiguity My‘ 

PTY of that expreffion, to pretend that this 3a;xcray was fome new deity, of lut 
oy dzxmon. Rev, 
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inveftigation which frequently penetrates beyond the mere 
letter of the hiftory, and deteéts, juftly, as well as pleafingly, 
the latent caufes or effeéts which the ancient writer has omitted 
or very {lightly touched. In the account of the fuccefsful con- 
{piracy againit the Lacedemonian governors in Thebes, we 
cannot but think, that fome attention might have been paid to 
the very pleafing account of that tranfaction given by Plutarch, 
in his curious and elegant dialogue on the Demon of Socrates : 
in which, though the chief circumftances do not differ from 
the hiftury given in the life of Pelopidas, yet a few are added, 
and the whole is dramatized with fo much {kill, and makes the 
reader fo perfeétly prefent at the tranfaction, that there is not, 
perhaps, an inftance in all antiquity, of an hiftorical fact related 
in a manner fo impreffive. It may be added, that Plutarch 
being a Boeotian, may with reafon be fuppofed to have com- 
manded fome means of information, not equally open to an 
Athenian, even of earlier times. ‘This narrative, however, 
is not mentioned, even in a note or marginal reference. Poilibly 
it may, as immerfed in much extraneous matter, have been 
overlooked by the learned hiftorian. 

We have already given fufficient fpecimens of the ftyle and 
manner of this hiftory ; but one paffage, defcribing the effect 
of fubftituting democratical for ariftocratical government, is 
too curious to be omitted. It is taken from Diodorus Siculus, 
a friend to the caufe of democracy. 


«© The eftablifhment of independant fovereinty in the people of 
every city, fays the hiftorian, produced great difturbances and nume- 
rous feditions; efpecially in Peloponnefus. For the people there having 
been moftly accuftomed to oligarchal government, their new democra- 
tical authority was exercifed with eager but unfkilful zeal. Many of 
the moft refpeCable men, in various cities, were driven into banith- 
ment; many, through calumnious and interefted accufations, were 
executed ; confifcated property, divided among the people, was as a 
reward held out to incite hafty and unjuft condemnation : to obviate 
thefe evils, fedition foon grew bufy ; and, to avoid them, emigration 
abounded*, ‘The preffure fell much upon thofe who had held the 
adminiftrations of their refpective towns under Lacedemonian pa- 
tronage. For as thefe had generally carried their authority with 





* « This tranflation of a paflage written eighteen hundred years 
ago, and applying to times four hundred years before, fo exaétly 
defcribes what has juft.been occurring in France, that it may almoit 
be neceffary to defire the reader to look at the original, for proof that 
it 1s not a forgery. What follows wants only the change of 4 name or 
or to make it apply equally to the French, as to the Grecian revo- 

ution,’ 
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forme haughtinefs, the multitude no fooner acquired vm than 
exercifed it under the inftigation of refentment. This paffion o 
courfe became mutual; and if thofe, who had been injured and op. 
prefied, recovered power, little contented with juftice, they would ufe 
it for revenge.” P, 401. 

We now come to the lefs pleafing part of our tafk, that of 
making fuch objections as appear to us important, among 
which, we fhall not omit that, to which we have already al- 
luded, the peculiar orthography employed by the hiftorian. In 
differing from a man whofe talents we admire, and whofe per- 
formance, on the whole, we greatly approve, we always are 
fupported by the hope, that he will have the magnanimity to 
ne our fuggeftions as they are intended, in the light of friendly 
advice, neither brought forward by petulance, nor urged with 
malice. It has long been acknowledged that, to the public, 
it is of the poi importance to have the errors of able 
writers pointed out ; for fuch only are likely to become exam- 

les, and thus to fpread the evil beyond its original extent, 
We never lofe fight of the excellent admonition of the poet, 

‘* Be niggards of advice on no pretence, 

For the worft avarice is that of fenfe. 

With mean complacence ne‘er begray your truft, 
Nor be fo civil as to prove unjuft. : 
Fear not the anger of the wife to raife, 

Thofe beft can bear reproof, who merit praife,”” 


We have found, neverthelefs, that even the wife can be 
angry, when their errors are pointed out in the moft lenient 
manner ; and that they who merit praife, and on whom we 
have beftowed it in abundance, cannot yet be fatisfied, if they 
find it. alloyed with a few differences in opinion. Our con- 
du&, however, mult be fleady ; we are engaged not in a pri- 
vate amufement, but in a public-duty ; and to that feeling 
every other confideration muft be fubordinate.. In the prefent 
inftance, we truft, we have to deal with a real philofopher. 

In his Hiftory, chap. xxii. § 1. we find the following 
paflage. ‘* Among the early objects of reviving fyco- 
phancy, we find Alcibiades, fon of the extraordinary man of 
that name, who has already ingaged fo much of our attention, 
by Deinemache, daughter of Megacles, to whom he was mar- 
ried in early youth.” This we apprehend to be an error. 
Plutarch fays, of the elder Alcibiades, meas 3e LY TPOS AAxjaswnie 
Sus tv, ix Asivopciyns YEYVOVWS ths Meyaxaies. Dinomache was 
therefore the mother, not the wife, of the elder Alcibiades; 
and this is confirmed by other authorities. In note 5,o0n § 2 of 
that chapter, and elfewhere, Mr. Mitford quotes Brook Taylor 
as the editor of Lyfias. But the editor of Lyfias and Demof- 
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thenes was, undoubtedly, Dr. ohn Taylor. In a few in- 
{tances, the chronology appears to us erroneous, or, at leatt, 
doubtful ; but confiderations of this kind would lead us into 
more difcuffion than we can at prefent undertake. That it 
differs, in fome places, from Falconer’s tables, formed under 
the influence of a particular hypothefis, is certainly not a folid 
ground for objection. 
We haften to the point of the orthography, in which 
we cannot eafily pardon the author for affedting to differ 
from the eftablifhed ufage of his country. A writer who 
does this, muft mean that his example fhould be: followed ; 
but the hope of this may furely be repreffed by the confi- 
deration, that even Voltaire, whofe influence was perhaps 
greater over the literature of his own country, than that.of 
any other writer of any time, fucceeded but very imperfeétly 
in an attempt of the fame kind. His alterations, though few, 
and founded on very found reafons, are, to this hour, by no 
means eftablifhed in France. When fuch an attempt does not 
fucceed, what is the confequence ? the writer who makes it 
remains involved in a kind of diale& of his own, he puzzles 
the young ftudent, and offends thofe who are eftablifhed. As 
many writers as there are infected with this ambition, fo many 
books there will be which mutt ftand as blemifhes to the na- 
tional literature ; books full of anomalies, for which no rea- 
fon is ufually affigned ; and, in general, being formed on dif- 
ferent views, as little confiftent with each other as with the ge- 
neral practice. On this fubje&, we cannot do better than give 
the obfervations of Johnfon refpeQing attempts of this kind in 
general. ‘ Inthe time of Charles I.” he fays, ‘* there was a 
very prevalent inclination to change the orthography ; as ap- 
oh among other books, in fuch editions of the works of 
ilton as were publifhed by himfelf. Of thefe reformers 
every man had his own fcheme ; but they agreed in one gene- 
ral defign of accommodating the letters to the pronunciation,, 
by ejecting fuch as they thought fuperfluous. e have fince. 
had no general reformers* ; but fome ingenious men have en- 
deavoured to deferve well of their country, by writing bonor 
and /abor for honour and labour, red for read in the preter- 
tenfe, a for fays, repete for repeat, explane for explain, or de- 
clame for declaim.' Of thefe it may be faid, that: as they have 
done no good, they have done little harm; both becaufe they have 
innovated little, and becaufe few have followed them.” (Eng. 
Gram. prefixed to Diétion.) “This very barren {pecies of praife 
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* Till the time of Mr. Elphinftone, who might have found his 
anfwer in the former part of this fame note. Rev. 
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is certainly altogether unworthy of the ambition of Mr, 
Mitford ; yet it is the utmoft to which, on fuch a ground, he 
can afpire. He is one of thofe who write red for read; but, if al- 
teration is to be made, redde would be much better, as we have 
feen in fome other authors, to avoid the confufion with the co- 
lour red. He writes alfo /pred. Benfon, the commentator on 
St. Paul’s Epiftles, had a vaft deal of this petty ambition: and 
we could, were it worth while, cite many others, With Mr. 
Mitford, a general rule feems to be to write in for en at the be- 
ginning of fuch words as ingage, imbark, infue, inable, injoy, 
incourage: yet, in p. 33, vol. ii, we remarked endeavours. The 
frequent recurrence of fome or other of thefe words, has a 
great effet in disfiguring his page, and, furely, without any 
correfpondent advantage. From many words terminating in 
gn, he drops the g; which he omits alfo in their compounds, 
as forein, foverein, foreiner, fovereinty ; allo campain. Yet we 
do not perceive that he fo writes reign; which indeed would 
confound it with the rein of ahorfe. Some words, where two 
vowels come together, which are feparated in pronunciation, 
he marks, not improperly, but unneceffarily, with a dizrefis; 
as Deity, cooperate, veiffemble, preéminence. But, fuppofing 
this to be right, with what propriety is the fame mark put over 
the final € of words and names, where it is to be pronounced ? 
Thus he writes epitomé, feytalé, Chalcidicé, &c; where an acute 
accent would certainly be more proper. J/fland he always 
writes iland. Other words to which we obje& are /teddy, un- 
freddinefs, theater, pifturefk, 8c. Mere, for what reafon we 
know not, he has brought back ta the antiquated form meer, 
though cuftom has now fully eftablithed the form which is more 
confiftent with its etymology. On this ground he ought to 
write compleat for complete, &c. In writing antient he certainly 
js not fingular; perhaps almoft as many wnite it in that form as 
ancient. Wewith, however, that the latter fhould be adopted 
exclufively, as more confiftent with the proximate etymology 
ancien: antiquus, from which antient mult be taken, affords no 
fuitable termination. 

For our own parts, our wifh is to conform in general to 
eftablifhed ufage. If we write how inftead of /hew, it is be- 
caufe a vaft number of refpeGtable authorities have led the 
way to the abolition of that very ftrange anomaly, of ew pro- 
nounced like o. If we drop the & at the end of ditlyllables 
and polyfyllables, formerly terminated in c&, it is becaufe we 
do not perceive that the fturdinefs of our great Lexicographer, 
en this point, has been approved bv the public at large. The 
fame may be faid of guthour, and fome others, though we re- 
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tain labour, honour, favour. With refpect to words termi- 
nated in -ize or -//e, in which there is ufually much confufion 
and inconfiftency, we have laid down a rule for ourfelves, 
which, as it contradi@ts no more authorities than it confirms, 
cannot give any juft caufe for offence. Where thé word is, 
with re{pect to our own language, primitive, we ufe the ter- 
mination ife; but where it is derived from another Englifh 
word, we write it ‘ze, confidering the latter as the regular Eng- 
lith formative in fuch cafes. We do not recollect that, in 
any other inftances, we have allowed ourfelves at all to differ 
from the law of following the moft prevalent cuftom. 

With refpe& to Greek, Mr. Mitford follows a few rules, 
which change the appearance of many of thofe names which 
are moft familiar to the Englifh reader. The Romans meee 
changed the Greek « into e dong, and the A: into. In thefle 
cafes, the Englifh pra@tice has been to follow the Latin me- 
thod ; but this author retains the ¢¢ and a/ in Englifh. Thus 
we have Aigofpotamos, Aigofthena, Achatans, Lyceium, Areiopa- 
gus, Peifander, Eucleides, Mantineta, &c. &c. The Greek 
epoeo, ufually written Ephort, he has completely Anglicifed into 
ephors. Agora alfo he has adopted as an Englifh word. Epa- 
meinondas, which we remarked before, has, (we find, on further 
examination) a good deal of fupport from Plutarch, though, 
we conceive, none from the beft editions of Xenophon, which 
are much more to the purpofe. Wyttenbach fays, in one 
pate on Plutarth, ** Retinui ubique fcripturam Ald. Bas, 

yl, (Ewapenvdas) quam Stephanus mutavit in Evapasvavdas.”” 
Wyttenbach will probably give his reafons when he publifhes 
his notes ; but, whatever it may be etymologically, we obje& 
to the innovation, in the Englifh form, of a name fo well 
known. Lampfakene has a very ftrange appearance. We 
could go on producing more inftances, but we forbear. We 
have remonftrated againft what we confider as an ufelefs and 
difagreeable innovation ; we have taken that opportunity to 
explain our own praétice, in the few cafes in which it might be 
fuppofed to deviate from our own rule ; for the reft, we leave 
it to the decifion of the public, and the fecond thoughts of the 
learned and able hiftorian, againft whofe prefent practice we 
have thought ourfelves bound to enter our proteft. 

Though we do not with to fee every book on wove paper, 
&c. we cannot help objecting to the oétavo edition of this 
hiftory, in point of typography. It is printed with very bad 
ink, either on a worn-out letter, or with the prefs-work fo 
ill conduéted, that half the’ letters have failed to make a fair 
impreflion. We could point out hundreds of places _— 
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the letter ¢ is either worn into a perfect c, or has been fuffered, 
through carelefinefs, to be reprefented by that letter. Without 
being finical in printing, there are furely bounds which negli. 


gence ought not to pafs. We fhall expect, with pleafure, the 
continuation of this work. 





Art. VIII. Preventive Policy, or the Worth of Each the 
Safety of All; being the Subftance of feveral Difcourfes on 


fome of the moft firiking Circumftances in the prefent Phano- 
mena of the World. By the Beoes Sohn Moir, A. M, 
Svo. 421 pp. 6s. Owen. 1796. 


VT HERE is not a more important, or more demonftrable 
truth, than that focial order is the*bafis of private happi- 
nefs. In the confli&t of parties, and amidft the diftractions of 
political variance, this truth is not always fteadily nor diftin@- 
ly contemplated. The evil paffions take fire at fome feemin 
provocation, or yield to the feduétion of fome plaufible advan- 
tage, while the fober maxims of policy and juttice give y to 
the ftronger dictates of hafty vengeance, or prefent emolu- 
ment. | 

To the confiderate and obferving part of fociety, the-recent/ 
appearance of our political hemifphere feemed to portend fome 
dangers of this defcription. Such a prefage naturally excited, 
in the honeft and virtuous, a reafonable alarm. To obviate 
the evil, and direét the public mind to proper remedies, be- 
came the immediate concern of all who wifhed well to the 
caufe of order, and thought themfelves qualified in any way ta 
contribute to its prefervation. Among the writers of fuch a 
clafs, we may jultly place the author whofe difcourfes we are 
now to review ; and our perufal of his volume has convinced 
us, that the fupport of law, religion, and good order, were the 
leading objets which his labours were defigned to effe&. The. 
title of Difcourfes had led us to fuppofe, that the pulpit had 
been the original inftrument of bringing them before the pub- 
lic ; but their general texture and language contradi& the fup- 

fition. 

The author commences by drawing out a defcription of the 
times, in which, though ftated in terms fomewhat loofe and de- 
clamatory, we find many features of refemblance to the original. 
The fources of that immorality, which prevails fo greatly in 
the circles of modern fociety, engage the author in his fecond 
Difcourfe. Improper education is among the caufes affigned ; 
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aiid on this we have found remarks which deferve to be 


brought forward. 


« Whence, (fays this writer) all this faftidious fhynefs and delicacy 
in rearing youth, without leading them through all the graceful de- 
cencies of a manly and rational piety! Are you afraid of making 
them wife and good too foon, of announcing them too early as pledges 
to the world for the purity of their future conduct, of imprinting on 
their ductile minds at too tender an age the deepeft fenfe of moral re- 
fponfibility, and of eagerly embracing the firft opportunity to infure 
their intereft in the affeétion and good will of the wifeft and beft, and 
make them objetts of refpect and veneration-to the worft ? 

‘© Nothing can better direct you as guardians of the rifing genera- 
tion, and truftees for pofterity in what you owe to your tender charge, 
than a frequent and accurate review of yourfelves, the principles which 
regulate yout temper, and the motives which form and govern your 
tnanners. You are individually and folemnly bound by every pofitble 
tie, to detach and wean their rafh and fanguine partialities, from put- 
fuits which have degraded your faculties, from fcenes which have pre- 
maturely pare, your paffions, from temptations which have fub- 
dued your integrity, from profeffions which have abufed your credu- 
lity, from fentiments which have left you a prey to perfidy, from 
books, companions, fpettacles, and all the pageantry of falfe pleafure 
which entangle, deprefs, and impair your rational and moral natures ! 

* Do you feel every day and every hour the pernicious confequence 
of trifling with the quiet, the convenience and the comfort of each 
other, with the peace of your own minds, with that harmony of con- 
cord which conftitutes the fupreme felicity of earth and heaven! And 
can you fuffer thofe little ones, who.are formed by what you are, and 
have no rule or directory but what they gather from your conduét 
and commands, to imbibe and cherifh the feeds of a difpofition thus 
defultory and turbulent!” P, 21, 


** Indeed (continues Mn M.) all that is falfe, and bafe, and con- 
temptible, in public and private, is the obvious and inevitable effect of 
this tefty, unthinking, frivolous turn of mind. With whatever ap- 
pendages of fortune, fafhion, gaiety, youth, beauty, or wit, we may 
fometimes fee it flafhing, in circles of diflipation, fcenes of gallantry, 
and places of promifcuous refort, feftivity or intrigue, it is an infalli- 
ble badge of infignificance, of folly, or of guilt. {t wants the cool- 
nefs of refleftion, the generofity of fentiment, the referve of decency, 
the attention of wifdom, and the nerve of virtue. It has neither vie 
gour, fincerity, nor refolution. It conciliates one moment by kind. 
nefs, and by unkindnefs kills another. Its tranfitions, like the varia- 
ble temperature of our climate, are too fudden to be acceptable, and 
too mucli in extremes to be fafe. Now it-abounds in all that can mdit 
ami charm the affections; is tender, open, fond, accommodating; 
but foon chills to the heart by its diftance, its clofenefs, its frigidity, 
@r its averfion ! 

“« Whatcan be expeéted from minds for ever in a flutter or a ferment, 
alteraately victims of levity which admits of no check, and paflions, 
which 
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which fubmit to no controul, but peevifhnefs, apathy, inconftancy of 
affeétion, capricious preferences, and incortigible hearts? And it is 
nonfenfe to look for the ufual effects from a mechanifm thus univerfally 
deranged. Can the fcenes we habitually witnefs be other than des 
formed, while occupied by fuch ators? Is it any wonder to fee men 
wicked and wretched, whofe infancy is thus mifled ? Why in any 
degree furprized.at focial depravity, while we every where behold 
fo little attention beftowed on the firft indications of huthan intellett ; 
or that life made up of fuch empty, undifciplined, i 
creatures, fhould be found a chaos of fo much guilt and mifery as 
itis.” P. 31. 


Rational religion, as it is called, and enthufiafm are added to 
thefe caufes ; but the writer’s obfervations upon the different 
feétaries are not always fo candid as the tolerant fpirit of our 
government recommends, and the conduct of fome clafles, at 
leaft, of fe€taries demands. 

In Difcourfe 11]. the prefumption of human ignorance is 
thus pertinently and judicioufly reproved. 


«s What are we, the creatutes of a day, who cannot command 4 
thought, or a breath, prottact for a moment, the brief fpan of life, 
know not the hearts of others, or even our own, recolleét little of the 
palt, and forefee lefs of the future, that we fhould affect togathom the 
depth of infinite wifdom, or comprehend the works of omnipotence! 
Is there not fomething highly ridiculous, not to {peak of its impiety, 
in applying artificial proportion to immenfity, adjufting the fabric of 
the univerfe by rules of human architecture, and meafuring éternity by 
the regulations of time? But even of this extreme abfurdity, are they 
not all more or lefs guilty, who think of underftanding the Almighty, 
or fearching him out by theirpuny capacities: or, indeed, whoqueftion 
the reality and exiftence of whatever they cannot fatisfactorily analyfe. 
Among the greateft and meaneft of all the objets, with which our 
fenfes are moft converfant, which of them do we fully underftand? 
Wherever we turn our eye, or fix our attention, all our ftrongeft facul- 
ties of inveftigation are defeated, and clouds of darknefs for ever im- 
aa to human ingenuity, bound our profpe&t, and bar enquiry. 


is we know, that the fimpleft fubftance is fufceptible of endlefs | 


modification. And the acutett reafoners among thofe who conteft the 
myfteries of revelation, will not find it eafy to thew why three perfons 
may not poffefs one effence, while they acknowledge the light of the 
fun, the light of the moon, and the light of the ftars, to be fub- 
es: J one and the fame. But leaving ufelefs abftra€tion to feed the 
rage of licentious f{peculation ; inftead of uttering words, without 
knowledge from a confcioufnefs of much ignorance and imperfeétion ; 
Jet us be content humbly to adore the intricacies of grace, as well as 
of nature, which it is not competent for us to unravel, and fegard with 
filent gratitude and cordial acquiefcence, the profound ceconomy of 
providence, neither revealed to gratify curiofity, nor hidden to tempt 
indifcretion,” P. 84. 
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Democracy, Englifh monarchy, and the conneéted fubjeés 
of fubordination to government, the policy of morality and 
religion, are difcuffed at large in the courfe of this feries. We 
cannot allow ourfelves fpace to follow the author minutely 
through thefe parts: his obfervations are generally fpirited, 
aid zealous, but not always {triétly difcreet or argumentative. 
His remarks upon the gag of Religion, are amongft the beft 
which the book prefents. ur readers will not fail to admire 
the {pirit and -juftice of the following paflage : 


«« Where fhall we look for the _—_— exertions of true magnani- 
mity aud public fpirit, but under the manly and divine aufpices of a 
rational and fublime piety ? By whom were men originally reclaimed 
from a wandering and deftitute ftate, like fheep without a fhepherd, 
and a prey to the rapacity of monfters and of one another? By whom 
have all wife and falutary governments been inftituted, the moft equi- 
table laws enacted, property mott effeCtually fecured, juftice moft im- 
partially difpenfed, and peace with all its happieft concomitants moft 
anxioufly cultivated ? By whom hath all that unites, adorns and ele- 
vates the {pecies, rids them of their greateft miferies, and raifes them 
to the moit enviable condition, been acquired with moft labour or im- 
proved to the higheft pitch, brought moft home to the neceffities of 
the loweft and leaft informed, purchafed at moft expence, or {tam 
with mof value? By whom are covenants leaft violated, promifes beft 
kept, oaths deemed moft facred, the innocent fureft of prote¢tion, in- 
jured merit of redrefs, the wronged of relief, and the fuffering and 
timid of fympathy and fhelter? By whom is private eafe and even life, 
fortune, and the deareft friends moft readi y relinquifhed, or even 
fooneft facrificed for the fafety or welfare of the community ? 

«© Are any of thofe great minds who have reformed the world or 
civilized mankind, or made their names illuftrious by their patriotifm, 
their talents, or their virtues, promoting the glor of their country, 

uarding the conftitution under which they lived, or defending the 
ose of the land where they were born and bred, againft domeftic face 
tion or foreign invafion ; noted for atheifm or want of religion? 

‘* Is this the caft of chara¢ter by which thofe ‘are diftinguifhed, who 
in all ages have been moft celebrated and admired for that noble en- 
thufiafm which cultivates and extends all the beft privileges of fociety, 
and renders every thing fubfervient to general advantage, and by 
whofe tender, preferving, and generous concern for public good, arts 
and fciences have flourifhied, property and commerce increafed, in- 
duftry and fuccefs prevailed, and happinefs and virtue triumphed 2” 
P. 330. } 


~ Upon the whole, we think the author of thefe Difcourfes 
entitled to confiderable praife. His language is not indeed, at 
all times, perfeétly chafte, nor are his views always fufficientl 
extenfive. With the abatement, however, of thefe defeéts, his 
volume prefents a very creditable {pecimen of found patriot- 
ifm and ingenious compofitien. 
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Art. 1X. Selections from the French Anas, containing Rea 
marks of eminent Scholars on Men and Books ; together with 
Anecdotes and Apothegms of illuftrious Perfons, inter{perfed 
with Pieces of Poetry. In Two Vols, amo. 7s. Odi 


1797: 





HERE are few libraries of any magnitude in which the 
originals of thefe volumes may not be found ; and fami- 
liar as the French language is now become among us, while 
every fucceeding day makes it more fo, we do not fee the nes 
ceflity or expediency of this fele€tion. The popular work of 
Mr. Seward, comprifing every thing of greatelt intereft in the , 
French Anas, inclines us the more to doubt how far the pre- 
fent publication will anfwer the views and expectations of the 
editor. It is neverthelefs very entertaining; and the fhort 
biographical notices of the different authors, prefixed to the 
felections from their ‘* memorabilia,” are pertinent and pros 
per. We think the tranflations in verfe not always the moft 
happy ; but, in works of an gh perme kind, there is a 
naiveté in the French language of extreme difficulty to trans 
fer into Englifh. The following lines of Voiture are res 
markably neat and ingenious. 
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** Chanfon de Voiture; 
Mes yeux, quel crime ai-je commis 
Qui vous rende mes ennemis ; 
Et qui vous oblige a me nuire ? 
Pourquoi cherchez-vous en tous lieux, 
Vous par qui je me dois conduire, 
L’objet feul qui me peut feduire ; 
Quel mal vous ai-je fait, mes yeux ? 


Vous fcavez bien que vos plaifirs 

M’ont couté cent mille defirs ; * 
Et qu’ils font auteurs de ma peiney 

Et contre moi feditieux. 

Charmeés de l’éclat qui vous mene 

Vous ne voulez voir que Climene, 

Quel mal vous ai-je fait mes yeux? é 


Loin delle, vous mourez d’ennui ; : 
Et moi je ne meurs aujourdhui v 
Qu’a caufe que vous l’avez vue, 

Les fers vous femblent glorieux, : 
Sous qui mon ame eft abattue v 
Vous aimez celle qui me tue, f 


Quel mal vous ai-je fait mes yeux ? 
Vou 
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Selections from the French Anas, 
Vous m’apprenez que fes beautés 


iy Paffent les celeftes clartes. a 
: Que des nuits la blanche courrieré 
ith Luit d’un eclat moins radieux 3 

fed Et qu’au milieu de fa Cafriete 

od, Le foléil a moins dé lumiere, 


Quel mal vous ai-je fait mes yeux ? 
C’eft vous qui donnez le poifor 
he Qui chaffe ma foible raifon, 
3 ‘en vain maintenant je reclame3 


‘le Et vous qui trop audacieux, 
— Jettez le defordre en mon ame 
Bs La perdez, la mettez en flame. 
of Quel mal vous ai-je fait mes yeux !” 
he The following is the tranflation by the editor of thefe vod 
e- om ape Ties 
he lumes, which he modeftly calls an imitation. 
ort ** What is my fault, fay, rebel eyes, 
he That thus againft my peace you rife? 
04 Intended as my guide, you ftray, 
oft And my bewilder’d fteps betray 5 
4 The object that enchants your view, 
You know my aching heart muft rué : 
ss 5 Pointing where lovely Chloe lies, 
cs GF Why thus torment me, wicked eyes ? 


Robb’d of her fight, you flow with tears, 
That fight which ftill augments my cares; 
And, whilft you glory in your chains, 
My bofom feels a thoufand pains, 
And you, rebellious eyes, enjoy 

Thofe charms which my poor heart deftroy 
Whilft you her praifes oft recite, ' 
And fwear the fun is not fo bright; 
To ali the ftars her charms compafe, 
Nor think the pale moon half fo fair; 
A deadly poifon you impart, 

ie And cramp the veins of my fad heart, 
And there my whole exhaufted frame 
Kindle a fatal fcorching flame 5 
What fault of mine, fay, rebel eyes, 
Could caufe my heart fuch miferies ?” 
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_ The imitation is certainly not adequate to the original ; but 
it proves the editor not altogether unequal to the tafk he has 
undertaken ; which, in other refpeéts, he has performed with 


a creditable fhare of [pirit and of judgment, 







any copies of 


verfes are interfperfed, not inferior to thefe, and the whole 


forms an agreeable mifcellany. 
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Art. X. The Environs of London; being an Hiftorical Ac. 
count of the Towns, Villages, and Hamilets, within Twelve 
Miles of that Capital : sceupreyes with Biographical Anes 
dotes. By the Rev. Daniel Lyfons, A.M. F. A. 8S. Chaplain 
to the Right Hon, the Earl of Orford. Volume the Fourth, 
4to. 794pp. 1.16s. Cadelland Davies. 1796. 


Me: Lyfons has now brought his laborious work to a cons 
clufion. Of his three former volumes, accounts will 
be found in our firft vol. p. 173, and in our fixth volume, 
p- 465: what we then faid of the merits or defects of the work, 
applies with equal force and truth to this concluding volume, 
Ii is doubtlefs a very ufeful and valuable publication ; and, if 
it cannot be perufed with continuity, may always be confulted 


with intereft and pleafure. We think it often loaded with§ 
extraneous and unimportant matte, dnd the ftyle muft be cha- § 


raGlerized by the praife of fimplicity, rather than of elegance, 
The biographical anecdotes are not frequently of any ferious 
value, but the author’s induftry and perfeverance in colleCing 
whatever he has deemed effential to ilbuftrate his immediate 
fubje&t, has been indefatigable, almnoft b d example. 

The prefent volame comprehends parts of the counties of Herts, 
Effex, and Kent, to the extent of thirty-one parifhes. Thefe 
have, indeed, all been defcribed by preceding writers ; but Mr, 
Lyfons, from being permitted to have accefs to public-offices, 
has publifhed, from original papers, many new particulars, 
The church notes, and extracts from parochial regifters, are 
now, as he fays in his advertifement, publifhed for the firft time. 

The reader is already acquainted with the mode which Mr. 
Lyfons purfues. He firlt defcribes the fituation of the place, 
its boundaries, extent, &c. and then interweaves fuch hiftori- 
cal, biographical, and local anecdotes, as are involved in this 
fubject. 

As we {miled at the following tale of a goofe, our readers 
will ae do the fame ; thongh ‘they will perhaps ftare, as 
we alfo did, at finding it in a grave hiftorical account of the 
Environs of London. 

«* The following account of a Canada goofe is fo extraordinary, 
that I am aware by would with diticaly ¥ crediit was not a while 

arifh able to vouch for the truth of it. e Canada geefe are not 

of a poultry-yard, but are rather of a rambli difofition ; one 

of thefe birds was obferved, however, ‘to attach itfelf, im the @roageft 

und moft affeCtionate manner, to the! houfe-dog, would never quit the 

Kenn] except for the purpofe of feeding, when it would return ag 
5 
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ediately. It always fat by the dog, but never prefumed to go into 
hentia. t in fainy tated. * Whenever dog barked, the 
goofe would pie, and run at the perfon fhe fuppofed the dog barked 
gt, and try to bite him by the-heels. Some fhe would attempt to 
feed with the dog; but this the dog, who treated his faithful companion 
rather with indifference, would not fuffer. ‘This bird would riot go to 
rooft with the others at night, unlef$ driven by main force; and when 
in the morning fhe was turned into the field, fhe would never ftir from 
the yard gate, but fit there the whole day in fight of the dog; At 
laft, orders were given that fhe fhould be no longer molefted, but {uffered 
to accompany the dog as fhe liked: being thus left to herfelf, the ran 
about the yard with him all night; and what is particularly extraordi- 
nary, and can be attefted by the whole parith, whenever the dog went 
out of the yard and ran into the village, the goofe always accompanied 
him, eontriving to keep up with him by the affiftance of her wings, 
and in this way of running and flying, followed him all over the 
parifh. ‘This extraordinary affeCtion of the goofe towards the dog, 
which continted till his death, two years after it was firft obferved, as 
fuppofed to have originated from his having atcidentally faved her 
from a fox in the vety moment of diftrefs. While the dog was ill, 
the goofe never guitted him day nor night, not even to feed; and it 
was apprehended that fhe would have been ftarved to death; had 
hot orders been given for a pan of torn to be fet every day clofe to the 
kennel. At this time, the goofe generally fat ix the kennel; and would 
hot fuffer any one to approach it, except the perfon who brought the 
dog’s or her own food. ‘The end of this faithful bird was melancholy 5 
for when the dog died the wonld ftill keep poffeffion of the kennel, and 
a new houfe-dog being introduced, which in fize and colour refembled 
that lately loft, the poor goofe was u y deceived, and going into 
the kennel as ufual, the new inhabitant feized her by the throat and killed 
her.” A fimilar affeétion was obferved between a cat and pidgeon fome 
ears ago, at the houfe of the late Robert James, Efg. of Putney, with 
is difference, that it appeared to be retiptecal: What rendered it 
more extraordinary was, that they were both found one day on the wall 
of the garden, and both bé¢amé domefticated ac Mr. James’s, where 
they continued to be infeparable companions.” P. 11. 


The above tale was drawn up by Mr. F. W. Shafpe, who 
has properly enough inferted it in his copy of Willoughby’s 
Ornithology. 

A curious anecdote of Lord Mohun otcuts at p. 47; and 
an elaborate account of the Abbey of Barking at p. bg : part 
of this merits infertion. 


“4 ‘The nuns of Barking were of the BenediGtine order, The ab- 
befs was appointed by the King till about the year1200; when, by 
the interference of the Pope, the eleCtion was vefted in the convent, 
and confirmed by the royal authority. ‘The abbefs of Barking was 
one of the four who were in tight of their ftation; for, 
beeing eae of thirteen knights’ fees and a half, the held her lands 
of the by, » Jeanciay 5, s86 slough. nex fox. gebeaaned ss Spt 
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having a feat in parliament, or attending the King in the wars, yet 
fhe always furnifhed her quota of men, and had precedency over other 
abbeffes. In her convent fhe always lived in great flate; her houfe- 
hold confifted of ‘* chaplains, an efquire, gentlemen, gentlewomen, 
a ca a clerk, a yeoman-cook, a groom-cook, a pudding. 
wife, &c.” 

«* The fecond ftation in the convent was that of the priorefs, under 
whom were two fub-prioreffes: there were alfo a chantrefs; a high 
cellarefs ; an under-cellarefs; a chamberlain ; a kitchener; two frey- 
torefies ; a penfionerefs ; a firmare{s; a parlarefs, and a facrift. ‘The 

riorefs’s office was for life, and during the abfence of the abbefs, fhe 
ad the fole management of the convent. The other offices were 
annual, ‘The priorefs had a double portion of provifions, and the 
cellareffes and the kitchener during their year of office. There were 
certain lands alfo annexed to moft of thefe offices. ‘The office of 
cellarefs was a place of confiderable power and profit, nearly corref- 
ponding to that of burfar of a college. She was to receive Certain 
fums from the farmers and rent-gatherers of all the eftates belonging 
to the convent, to buy the provifions, and to driftribute portions or 
*« lyveries” to the feveral nuns, Among the Cottonian MSS, in the 
Britifh Mufeum is one entitled ‘* The charge longynge to the office 
of ‘cellarefs of Barkyng ;” in which is ftated fully the fums the was 
to colleét, with the nature and quantity of the provifions fhe was 
to lay in, and the manrier and proportion in which they were to be 
diftributed, Among other things, fhe was to provide ** ruffeaulx in 
Lenton, and to bake with elys on Schere-Thurlday ; a pece of whete 
and three gallons of milk for frimete on St. Alburgh’s day ; three 
llons of gude ale for befons ; marybones to make white wortys ; crip- 
fis and crum-kakes at Shroftyde ; conies for the convent at Shroftyde ; 
twelve ftubbe-eles and nine fchaft-eles to bake on Shere-Thurfday ; 
one potel tyre for the abbefs the fame day, and two gallons of red 
se for the convent ; half a goofe for each of the nuns on the feaft 
of the Affumption, and the fame on St, Alburgh’s day ; for every 
lady a lyverey of fowfe at Martinmas, a whole hog’s fowfe to ferve 
three ladies. She was to pay to every lady in the convent gd, a year 
for rofchew-filver ; 2d. for her cripfis and erumkakes at Shrove-tide; 
14 a week for eyefilver from Michaelmas to Allhallows day ; from 
that day till Eafter 13 a week, and from Eafter to;Michaelmas 14.” 


After travelling over many fatiguing pages of names, copied 
fram tomb-ftones and parifh regifters, an a ble rehting 
place is found at p. 301. This we gladly exhibit. 


“* Margaret Finch, buried O€. 24, 1740.” This remarkable 
perfon lived to the age of 109 years, She was one of the people 
called Gipfies, and had the title of their Queen. After travelling 
over various parts of the kingdom, during the greater part of a cen- 
tury, fhe fettled at Norwood ; whither her great age, and the fame of 
her fortune-telling, attraéted numerous vifitors, From a habit of 
fitting on the ground, with her chin refting on her knees, the finews 
at length became fo contracted, that fhe could not rife from that pof- 
tare 5 after her death they were obliged to inclofe her body in a deep 
' ' uare 
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Square box. . Her funeral was attended by two mourning coaches; a 
fermon was preached upon the occafion, and a great concourfe of peos, 
ple attended the ceremony. There is an engraved portrait of Marga-. 
rét Finch, from a drawing made in 1739. Her picture adorns 
fign-poft of a houfe of public entertainment in Norwood, called the 
Gip y-houfe. In an adjoining cottage lives an old woman, grand- 
daughter of Queen Margaret, who inherits her title. She is niece of 
Queen Bridget, who was buried at Dulwich in 1768. Her rank feems 
to be merely titular ; I do not find the Gipfies pay her any particular 
refpect ; or that fhe differs, in any other ry 4s, than that of being a 
houfeholder, from the reft of her tribe. A few leading fa¢ts relating 
to this extraordinary race of people, who are fcattered over moft parts 
of Europe, Afia, and America, will, it is refumed, not be unaccept- 
able in this place to my readers. ‘The Gipfies are called, on moft 
parts of the Contbndit, Cingari, or Zingari; the Spaniards cal] them 
Gitanos. It is not certain when they firft appeared in Europe; but 
mention is made of them in Hyngary and Germany, fo early as the 
year 1417. Within ten years afterwards, we hear of them in France, 
Switzerland, and Italy. The date of their arrival in England is 
more uncertain ; it is moft probable, that it was not till nearly a 
century afterwards. In the year 1530, they are thus fpoken of in 
the penal ftatutes: ‘* Forafmuch as before this time, divers and 
many outlandith people, calling themfelves Egyptians, ufing no craft 
nor feat of qudndion, have come into this realm, and gone from 
fhire to thire, and place to place, in great company, and ufed great 
fubtil and crafty means to deceive the people ; bearing them jn hand 
that they, by palmiftry, could tell men’s and women’s fortunes; and 
fo, many times, by craft and fubtilty, have deceived the people of 
their money ;, and alfo have committed many heinoys felonies and 
robberies, to the great hurt and deceit of the people they have come 
among,” &c. is is the preamble to an act, by which the Gipfies 
were ordered to quit the realm under heavy penalties, ‘Two fuble- 
qeent atts, paffed in 1555 and 1563, made it death for them to remain 
in the kingdom ; and it remains on record, that thirteen were exes 
cuted under thefe aéts, at the affizes for the county of Suffolk, a few 
years before the Reftoration, It was not till about the year 1783 that 
they were repealed. The Gipfies were expelled France in A and 
Spain in 1gg1 : but it does not appear that they have been extirpated 
in any country. ‘Their collective numbers, in every quarter of the 
globe, have been calculated at 7 or 800,000. ‘They are moft nume- 
rous in Afia, andsin the northern parts of Europe, Various have 
been the opinions relating to their origin. ‘That they came from 
Egypt, has been the moft prevalent ; this opinion (which has procured 


“them here the name of Gipfies, and in Spain that of Gitanos) arofe 


from fome of the firft who arrived in Europe pretending that they 
came from that country ; which they did, perhaps, to heighten their 
reputation for {kill in palmiftry and the occult fciences. It is now, I 
believe, pretty generally agreed, that they came originally from Hin- 
doftan ; fince Geis language fo far coincides with the Hindoftanic, 
that even now, after a lapfe of more than three centuries, during 
which they have been difperfed ia various foreign countries, near 
one- 
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one-half of their words are precifely thofe of Hindoftan; and 
fearcely any variation is to be found in sg rie from 
the Gipfies in ‘Turkey, Hungary, Germany, and thofe in England, 
‘Their manners, for the moft part, coincide, as well as their language, 
in every quarter of the globe where they are found ; being the fame 
idle, wandering fet of ‘beings, and feldom profefling any oftenfible 
mode of livelihood, except that of fortune-telling. eir religion is 
always that of the country in which they refide ; and though they are 
no great frequenters either of mofques or churches, they generally 
conform to rights and ceremonies as they find them eftablifhed. 
Upon the whole, we may certainly, as Grellman fays, “ r the 
gypfies as a fingular | a peace in Europe; for the {pace of between 
three and four hyn years they have gone wandering about like 
pilgrims and, ftrangers, yet neither time nor example has made in 
them any alteration ; they remain ever, and every where, what their 
fathers were; Africa makes them no blacker, nor does Europe make 
them whiter,” P. 301. 


_ The following paper is found at p. §73; with which we 
conclude our account of this. work, 


*¢ General View of the former and prefent State of Market Gardens, and 
, Fos Quantity of Land novo occupied for that Purpofe within Twelve 
ies of London. 


«< Some obfervations were made, in the firft volume of this work, 
relating to the firft introduction of the culture of vegetables for fale in 
this kingdom ; which appears, by. Fuller’s account, to have been about 
the year 1 590 In fome bills of fare for dinners, in 1573, I find feve- 
ral charges for “* parfley, forill, and ftrong herbs ;” and one charge of 
12d. for ** 2 difhes of buttered peafon,” on the firft of July, which, 
fuppofing the value of money to have been then four times greater, 
would now, at that feafon, purchafe about eight pecks. Fuller fays, 


that previoufly to the time which he fixes for the introdu@tion of gare 


dening, for profit, a mefs of rath-ripe, or early peas, was a dainty for 
ladies, they came. fo far and coft fo dear. What they coft in his time 
(1660) he does not inform us: the ufual price now, at their firft 
coming, is from about five fhillings to half a guinca a pottle; aftere 
wards from ten to fifteen fhillings the half-fieve ; a price fufficiently 
high to entitle them to beWMill called dainties, Giacomo Caftelvetri, 
in a manufcript treatife on the roots, herbs, and fruits eatén by the Ita- 
lians, written whilft he was in England, in 1614, has a few obferya- 
tions on the oe ca ufed in thiscountry. The afparagus, he a 
was very {mall and very dear in London, its culture not being well 
underftood ; he exprefies his at sea that it was not cultivated toa 
greater extent, fince an acre of afparagus would, in a fhort time, yield 
more profit than ten acres fown with corn, Artichokes, in En; lind, 
he obferves, laited the greateft part of the year ; much longer than in 
Italy. Cucumbers were then eaten when they were big and yellow, 
in Ragland ; in Italy they ate them whem fimall and green: Muthe 
rooms were very litle known in England. ‘The Englifh, fays Caffel. 
vetri, have two plentiful crops of &rawberries in the year; the firlt in 
the 
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the middle of June, the fecond in Oftober. In the bill for Alleyne’s 
foundation dinner at Dulwich, Sept. 13, 1619, two “ collefloreys”* 
are charged 3s. (about gs. perhaps, according to the prefent value of 
money) ; thirty lettices 4d. ; fixteen artichokes 3s. 4d. ; carrots, ture 
nips, rofemary, and bays, only 4d. : 

«¢ Gardens, for the raifing of vegetables for fale, were firft culti- 
wated about Sandwich in Kent. ‘The example was foon followed neat 
the metropolis, whofe markets are the chief vent for their produce, 
In proportion as this great town has increafed in population and opt . 
lence, the demand for every fpecies of garden luxury has increaled 
alfo; and, from time to time, fields have in confequence been con- 
verted into garden-ground, till a confiderable proportion of the land 
within a few miles of London became occupied for that purpofe. 
The culture of garden-ground is principally confined to thofe parifhes 
which lie within a moderate diftance of the river, on account of the 
convenience of water-carriage for manure, which, fince the prodigious 
increafe of carriages, as well of hackney and ftage-coaches as of thofe 
kept by private families, is procured in great abundance from the 
London ftables. . 

*« By a general calculation, founded upon inquiries made in each 
parifh, it appears that there are about five thoufand acres, within 
twelve miles of the metropolis, conftantly cultivated for the fupply of 
the London markets with garden vegetables, exclufive of about 800 
acres cropped with fruit of various kinds, and about 1700 aores cult's 
vated for potatoes. Befides which, there are, ape 1200 more 
cropped with various garden vegetables for the food of cattle, princi- 
pally cows, ‘This culture is carried on moft extenfively, in the parithes 
of Camberwell and Deptford St. Paul’s, by perfons who are called 
farming-gardeners, Their method is to manure their land to the 
higheft pitch of cultivation for garden crops, both for the market and 
for cattle, after a fucceflion of which, they refrefh it by fowing it with 
corn. aS 

‘* In the parith of Fulham, thecultivation of gardens for the mare 
ket is conied & on to a greater extent than ia any other in the kingdom. 

The quantity occupied by market-gardeners anly is anon 800 acres; 
to which may be added, aearly 200 more cultivated for the marker by 

farming-gardeners. 
_ The cultivation of afparagus is carried on to the greateft extent 
in the parifhes of Deptford St. Paul's, Chifwick, Batterfea, and Mort- 
lake ; there being about 180 acres of it in the four parifhes, of which 
about 70 are. in Mortlake ; which may be faid to produce a a 
uantity of that vegetable than any parifh in England. Depstord is 
us alfo for the culture of onions for feed ; af mhich, on an ave- 
‘sage, there are about 20 acres. About ten acres are’ cultivated foe 
this purpofe in the parithes of Mortlake and Barnes. 
_ © Fuller mentions 61. an acre asa rent which had been given in his 
time for garden-ground in Surrey ; yet ome he fays, a 
their rents and lived comfortably; one cannot - pon Yaa 
error in this ftasement ; asthe value of money is ¢¢ y Ae 
creafed, and that of land. much higher than a wee. in 1660. The 
, average 
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56 Dr. Brown's Effay on Scepticifm and Dogmatifin. 
average rent of garden-ground, in moft of the parifhes near Londos: 
is now 4l, per acre.” ' ; 
A general Appendjx is added, with additions and corrections 
to the former volumes. Mr. S. Lyfons has contributed with 
improved taftc, and incyeafed effect, ‘to the ornament of this 
ortion of the work ; and an excellent portrait af Bithop 
iainen: founder of Bromley College, engraved by Harding, 


appears at p. 320. Weare ftill of opinion, that an abridg- § 


ment of this work will be very acceptable to the public ; which 
may not only be made without difficulty, but without injury 
or injultice to the original fubfcribers. , | 





Art. XI. An Effay on the. Folly of Scepticifm; the Abfurdity 
of Dogmatizing on Religious Subjects, and the proper Medium 
to be obferved between thefe Two Extremes. By W.L. Brown, 
DD. Principal of the re ee College, Aberdeen, and Suge 
ceffor to the late celebrated George Campbell. Crown 8vo, 
ogg 38. Crofby, Stationer’s-Court, Ludgate-Street. 
179 * ’ 


ia is with great pleafure that we recall to the notice of our 
* readers an excellent author, one or two of whofe fermons 
we have praifed ; but on whofe inimitable Effay on the Natu- 
ral Equality of Men, we formerly dwelt and expatjated with 
peculiar fatisfa&tion*. It was that tract which introduced tq 
our knowledge a man, evidently formed to render the greateft 
fervices to virtue and religion. It was that tract, which we 
rejoice to fee proceeding to new editjonst, by which we were 
led to feel an intereft in the fortunes of the author ; to rejoice 
that his merits were placed in fo honourable a fituation, as that 
of prefiding oyer the Marefchal College, the worthy fucceflar 
of a worthy precurfor ; and to hope that, fo diffinguifhed, he 
might — to honour the office, rather than himfelf, by new 
produ@tions. ‘That effay, which can never be too much re- 
commended, was calculated to place, in its true light, that ex- 
cellent principle, the abufe of which, not only now, but ‘at 


— 
al 





* Brit, Crit. Vol. i. p. 39 
+ A new edition a vad fa 1794, faid to be correéted and com 
fiderably enlarged. We cannot, in general, allot time or fpaceé for 
eon Se editions, otherwife we thould have returned to that 
work with fincere pleafure. as 
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Dr: Brown's Ejay on Scepticifm'and Dogmatifis: 5 


yarious other periods, has filled focieties of men with mifery, 


cruelty, malice, and the bafeft fpecies of defpotifm, It fhows” 
that men are, as moft undoubtedly they are, in many refpects 
equal; but it draws the confpicuous line of truth along the 
boundaries which profligacy would obliterate ; and explains, 
with equal clearnefs, in what particulars we neither can, nor 
ought, nor fhould even with to find equality.—Such a fervice 
rendered to mankind, deferves to be remembered ; and if the 
prefent Effay is not in. all refpects, (as indeed, it could not 
eafily be) of equal value, it touches alfo one very general caule: 
of public evil and depravity, and deferves attention, not only 
for the author’s fake, but for its own. 

It appears by a fingle paflage in the prefent publication, 
(p. 159) and by an advertifement, fubjoined to the fecond edition 
of the former, that this alfo was written upon a queftion 
propofed by the Teylerian Society, at Haarlem, but at an 
earlier period. The Effay on Equality was rewarded by that 
Society with a filver medal, in 1792; but this, on Scepticifm, 
obtained the gold medal at the fame place, in 1786. This 
diftiné&tion of the time, explains a difficulty, which affe@ted our 
minds in the perufal of the latter. We found it, though in 
many refpects meritorious, yet evidently inferior both in ftyle 
and matter to the Effay on Equality, for which the difference 
of four years in priority of compofition, may fufficiently ac- 
count, 

The bufinefs of the author, in this place, is to explain the 
oppofite abfurdities and evils of Scepticifm and Dogmatifm, by 
which, undoubtedly, fociety has at all times been confiderably 
injured. ‘Thefe extremes are well contrafted in the introduc- 
tion, 


-** On the one hand, men believe without evidence, tru without 
difcernment, and maintain without moderation. The cleareft'and the 
moft doubtful, the moft reafonable and the moft abfurd propofitions 
meet equally with their affent, provided they have been handed down 
from remote ages, or have obtained a currency in the world. With 
them, an opinion’ once adopted, muft never be changed ; and every 
opinion mutt be adopted, which has been eftablifhed by prefcription, 
and is hung round with awful and facred trappings. , 

** With a view to avoid this unmanly and pernicious excefs, others 
run direcily into the oppofite. They object to the plaineft and fim.) 
pleft truths, doubt where there is no ambiguity, and fufpect where 

tis no fraud. They refufe to affent, but upon the ftricteft demon- 
ration ; Overturn every principle upon which demonftration can be 
built; reafon themfelves out of common fenfe ; and, under pretence 


# atriving at knowledge, involve themfelves more and more. in ig- 
morance, ~ . | 


“ Thus 
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s& = Dr. Brown's Effay on Scepticifin and Dogmatifm. 
Thus, while many are ftraining every nerve to fanétion and 

tuate Error and Superftition, under the appearance of Truth and Dicey, 
others are equally aclive in undermining Religion and Truth, under 
the appearance of Error and Superftition, Both are equally extrava- 

t and foolifh; and, between them, the caufe of Virtue and of 
Truth, and, together with it, the happinefs of mankind, are con. 
tinnally receiving frefh wounds ; from which great pains and patience — 
will hardly recover them.” P, xi, 


Of Sceptics, the author diftinguithes fix claffes, the firft of 
which by no means falls under the general reprehenfion of the 
work. This is the ratficnal Sceptic, or in other words, the 
true philofopher ; who, convinced that men age always apt to 
take up opinions without enquiry or proof, and to imbibe 
prejudices, before they can underftand truth; and that there 
are many things which exceed the limits ef the human capa- 
city, “ inculcates the neceflify of fulpending affent till evidence 
is procured, of making enquiry in order to procure evidence, 
and of preferving an unbiafled mind in order to enquire with 
fuccefs.” (P. 24.) This clafs, therefore, is clearly not one of 
thofe intended to be expofed, and fhould not properly have 
been arranged among them. The general topic being the 
Folly of Scepticifm, it is rather incoofiftent, that the firk 
divifion under that head, fhould be a {cepticifm, in which there. 
is no folly ; but, in truth, the highelt wifdom. It fhould have 
been ftated thus: fince it has been ufual, from the abufe of 
fcepticifin, to confider it only in a bad fenfe, the rational and — 
philofophical fufpenfe of judgment, frem the exaggeration of 
which the whole has arifen, will, from the prefent view of the 
fubje&, be totally excluded. That rational deliberation is to be 
confidered as true philofophy, and notin any degree included 
under the reproachful name of fcepticifm. 

The remaining claffes, which contain the divifions of Scep- 
ticifm, by this author juftly accufed of folly, commence with 
one which certainly is the leaft common, and has the leaft re- 
ferndlance to that Ice ticifm againft which the effay is chiefly 
dire&ted ; it is that of thofe perfons who depreciate human’ 
reafon, and exaggerate its imbecillity, only to introduce impli- 
cit faith as a fub{titute for it, in all matters of religion. is” 
is his fecond clafs. The third is that of the indire& enemies 
of religion. The fourth of its avowed enemies, whether 
Deifts or Atheifts. The perfons who are fceptical from mere 
imbecility of underftanding, form the fifth divifion ; and the 
fixth includes thofe who take fcepticifm on truft from others. 
There is nothing very mafterly or ufeful either in the fi 
tion or arrangement of thefe claffes. The caufes of (cepti- 
cifm are more happily divided into four. 1. A weak judg- 

ment. 





Dr. Brown's Effay'on Scepticifmand Dogmatifm. $9 
ment. 2. Exceffive love of diftin@lion. 3. A corrupted 
cart, 4. Indolence.- But the claffes, and the caufes, ought 
» have had a mutual reference; nor could the claffes have been 
ormed with fo much Propriety as by deducing them from the 

fés. WhenDr. B. defcribes thofe who are fceptics through 


anity, he certainly includes the larger part of the fceptical 
its of modern times. Of thefe he fays, very truly, 


«« Now, the Ney a the paradox they maintain, the more firm and ° 


olid the truths they attack; the more they ftrike out of the common 
path, and diflent from popular opinion, the more this vanity is grati- 
fel. ‘Their abilities are, therefore, chiefly employed againft morality 
and religion, which both reft on fuch firm foundations, and are held in 
eneration by the genssality, ot mankind. ‘They, thus, attract the fa- 
yourable regards of the profligate and fafhionable, the gaze of the 
public, and the oppofition of men of probity and talents. From all 
thefe circumftances a rich harveft of fame, the darling object of their 
withes, is produced. 
‘«« If Chriftianity, inftead of being an eftablifhed religion, had 
peen little known, or defpifed, they would have ftretched out to it a 
helping hand, and cried it up to the clouds—for the fame reafon that 
lawyer often undertakes a caufe almoft defperate, purely to acquire a 
hara¢ter for eloquence and juridical ability, Tothe fame caufe is 
pwing the fingular fondnefs many of this clafs of men have for the re- 
igion and laws of the Chinefe ; which, while they take every oppor- 
unity of vilifying and degrading Chriftianity, they heap with thé 
oft indifcriminate eulogy. For, thefe being little known or onder. | 
tood, and held up to the admiration of the world invefted with the 
gaudy colouring of their eloquent pens, procure, for their temples, a 
efplendent wreath of glory.” P. 50. 


The following obfervations are alfo well pointed, 


“« Thus, it is evident, that Bigotry and Infidelity, apparently the 
moft inconfiftent of all things, are, at bottom, very dofely allied. 
ate both obftinate and narrow-minded : they both conceive 
hemfelves alone poffeffed of wifdom and probity, and ftigmatize 
ery other opinion with the odious titles of knavery or folly, ‘They 
ever introducing their own favourite topics, evincing the folidi 
of their {yftem, as if afraid it fhould not be fufliciently acknowledged, 
id connecting it with every thing in which they are concerned. As 
Bigots have cant words and phrafes which they continually introduce, 
fo alfo have Infidels, Enthufiafm! Fanaticifm! Prieftcraft! are the 
onftant fubjetts of their exclamations, and their never-varying themes, 
*« ‘The cafe is, that neither Bigotry nor Infidelity have any fincere 
gard for trath ; both are a¢tuated purely by a fpirit of fect or party, 
nd therefore muft neceflarily be marked with all the extravagance 
‘hich that fpirit infpires.” P. go. 

When the author proceeds to confider Dogmatifin, he di» 
ides it into three kinds. 1. That which adopts opinions with. 
‘adequate evidence, and maintains them with an inflexibili 

whic 
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which precludes all further enquiry. 2. That which is j 
flated with felf-conceit. 3. That which is intolerant, T 
part of the fubjcét is well illuftrated at the beginning of 
third fe@tion. - 


** Tt is the very effence of the human faculties to acquire en 
ment and ftrength, by a gradual progreflion; and, from feeds al 
imperceptible, dropt by the Creator’s hand, to rife, by culture, 
the moit aftonifhing magnitude. For this purpofe, however, di 
pline, inftruction, experience, are indifpenfably neceffary ; all whig 
dogmatical {pirit renders quite ineffectual. Its views are for ever fi 
and their compafs determined, Whatever falls not within that 
pafs, it looks upon with indifference, contempt, or abhorrence, 
vain, information is prefented ; in vain, new difcoveries are bre 
before the mind which it governs: it is incapable of receiving,| 
examining them. Its adopted fentiments are the invariable ftand, 
How fhall they, then, ‘be tried by any other rule? It is prefumpti 
and audacity to degrade them from their towering elevation,” P.1 


The third part of the eflay is employed in defcribing 
true medium to be obferved between thefe extremes of Sce 
cifm and Dogmatifm. It is not, however, written witht 
degree of force which frequently marks the compofitions 
this writer; nor does it contain many paflages that dele 
particular notice, or many pofitions which had not, in f 
been anticipated in the former parts of the eflay. The re 
tive rewards of a gold and filver medal fhould certainly bes 
verfed refpe€ting the two prize compofitions of Dr. Brow 
For this, the filver would be quite fufficient ; for the othe 
gold, or whatever is yet more valuable, would not be too hi 
acompenfation. This has merit, but of a common kit 
that had fuch as we fhall not often fee furpaffed or equalled. 





Art. XII. Letters and Papers on Agriculture, Planting, & 
feleéted from the Correfpondence of the Bath and WA 
England Society, for the Encouragement of Agriculture, at 
Manufactures, and Commerce. Vol. VII.  8vo..* 39098 
6s. Cruttwell, Bath ; Dilly, London, &c. 1796. 
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a JN conformity with the biennial cuftom of this focie 
another volume makes its appearance.” A more unit 
tunate cuftom could hardly (we think) be eftablithed, 
many valuable papers are fent early to the fociety, the publ 
fuffers by a delay in the communication of them; and if f 
papers happen to be few in number, the neceflity, which @ 
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fe impofes, of fending forth a volume at the end of every 
econd year, compels the editors to make up a book in a way 
either creditable to themfelves, nor very ufeful to the public. 
Proofs of the latter inconvenience are not wanting in the pre- 
ent volume ; which, amidft fome valuable and important mat- 
er, contains not a little that is trifling, and much more that is 
erely tranfcribed from other publications. Fsom this gene- 
| ftri€ture, we pafs on to a more particular examination. 
The commemoration of Mr. Earl’s donation of a hundred 
ruineas, ** in gold letters, on a tablet in the fociety’s principal 
room,” with the declared view of exciting other gentlemen 
o fimilar inftances of generofity, isa mode of begging which 
degrades fo refpeétable a fociety ; and, for one vain man whom 
t may excite, it will, probably, reprefs ten modeft and really 
public-fpirited men. 
Mr. Matthews, the fecretary, contends, in favour of a gene- 
al inclofure of commons and waftes, that fuch lands when 
nclofed and improved,‘ will yield abundantly more than ia 
heir former ftate, and confequently maintain many more peo- 
ple, p. xiv. This muft be granted. But the material objec- 
ion is, that, without further precautions than have yet come 
o our knowledge, the lower claffes (of vsl/agers at leaft) will 
be greatly abridged in the articles of milk and vegetables, and 
hus their comforts will be exceedingly diminifhed. Amon 
all the projects we have heard of, for encouraging rural indufe 
ty, the means of keeping a cow, is, in our judgment, the moft 
feafible, the moft univerfally acceptable, and the molt powerful 
that has been propofed. In cities, and populous towns, other 
projets muft be formed. 
tp. xxiii. the fecretary expreffes fome of our favourite 
entiments ; but he is ftudioufly filent about the cow. 


‘* It is to be lamented that country gentlemen, and other confide. 
fable land-owners, are fo little attentive to rural policy in the improves 
ment of cottages, and the annexation of {mall pieces of land, for ore 
chards and gardens, thereby to allure and fix the moft a¢tive and ufe- 
ful of the peafantry :—an increafe of whofe number, even in the pre- 
fent ftate of our agriculture, would often be found of great impor- 
tance to the feafonable management of our fields—for expeditious 
fowing, weeding, hocing, and getting in of all forts of crops, To 
the general want of hands, for thofe various purpofes, may be attri- 
buted much of the flovenly fyftem which prevails in many diftri@s, 


and the delay, damage, and {carcity, which have been conftantly come 
plained of.” P. xxiii. 


On p. xxv. we remark, that our anxiety is, for multiply 


ing, not Jmall farmers, but comfortable and contented 
labourers, 
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Article I. by Dr. Anderfon, containing, ‘ difquifitio; 
concerning the different varieties, (rather tautological) of wok 
bearing animals, is curious and important. | 

Mr. Pryce accounts for the great fertility of the 
Orchefton meadow in this manner ; “ the eledtrical. mattes 
conveyed in rain-water, inftead of penetrating deep into the 
ground, is obftruéted by the flints (which are non-cond 
and colle&ted about the roots of the grafs, where it enters, a 
becomes a moft aétive and caret! agent in vegetation. 
Dr, Ingenhouz concyprs in this conjeéture; which Mr. P, 
confirms, by ftating, that in the moft fertile part of the meadow, 
a bed of loofe flints was found, unmixed with foil, and into 
which no roots penetrated at the depth of g or 4 inches ; that 
where the fertility was middling, the flints were a foot bel 
the furface ; and that, in the moft barren part, no flints at 
were found. Mr. Pryce attributes, with much probability, the 
curl in potatoes to the nibbling of the fhoots by an infe@; 
and he recommends fballowplanting, that the fhoots may be 
fooner out. of danger, p. 46, &c. If he had conjectured 
nothing about the ‘* effluvia or matter ejected -by the infed, 
which gets inte the circulation, and taints the juices,” we 
fhould have thought better of his phyfical knowledge. 

Mr. South’s inveétive againft ‘* corn-jobbers, and over 
grown farmers, under whofe influence the markets rife,’’ feems 
to us very injudicious. Doubtlefs, jobbers raife the price in 
cheap diftri€t$, but they preferve the reft from flarving ; andif 
there were no overgrown farmers, all the corn would be cam 
tied to market as foon as it could be threfhed ; the confequenct 
of which would be, empty markets, and a famine before the 
next harveft. This contrivance of a ventilator, for preferving | 
corn on fhip-board, may perhaps atone for his error in the 
other re{pect. : 

Mr. J. Collins, on wool and fheep, makes many fhrewd 
somarks; but his N. B. at p. 82, is fuch infignificant matter 
that a committee who did not with to eke out a volume, could 
hardly have thought of inferting it. Letter-writers on agri 
culture, &c, muft allow their performances to be abridgedi 
otherwife, mankind will have no time for any other kind of 
reading. The County-furveys, as well as the papers of this 
fociety, ftrongly fuggelt to us the neceffity of fuch an adthé 







































hition, 


Mr. W. White feems to prove, that oak-Jeaves are better fot 
tanning than oak-bark. From p. 99, to p. 239, we hat 
nothing elfe than mere extracts from the County-furveys, ton 
cerning waite lands and tithes. On the latter topic, that safh 
advice, concerning this important fpecies of property, “_ 
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has difgraced many of thofe: furveys, is here recited, for no 
other carpal that we can imagine, than that of making up 
the biennial volume. In the prefent sage for agriculture, who- 
ever reads the papers of ¢bis Soctety, will hardly fail to read the 
County-furveys ; and whether he purchafes them for himfelf, 
‘or reads them by the favour of a richer neighbour, /omebedy is 

t to a double expence for the fame thing. 

The letter by Mr. Davis, (p. 239) ** On Tithes,” is the - 
beit part of this volume. 


‘ It is obvious that, in the prefent ftate of agriculture, a commu- 
tation of tythes for a fair equivalent would bea very defirable thing, 
not only to the occupiers of'titheable land, but in many inftances so 
the tithe-owners themfelves. The difficulty is to find out that equi- 
valent. 

‘* In treating on this fubjett, it is to be lamented that the minds of 
men have been, (nartieularky of late years) fo prejudiced .againfi the 
wery nature of tithes, that the idea of a fair equivalent has feldem heen 
‘thought of. ‘They have been too frequently looked upon as a kind of 
farveptitions property, of which the owners might at any time be difpof- 
feffed at the will of the ftate. This kind°of argument, inftead of eb- 
taining the end propofed, muft undoubtedly deteat it. 

There are many defcriptions of property in this kingdom much Jejfs 
capable of bearing.a’ ferutiny into the means of its acquifition, than 
** But when that as been guaranteed to its ors 
the conftitution and ri | the: iniooens it ds idle to Ff the rd 

Bility of the mode by which it was acquired. 

« “Not only that very great proportion of the tithes of this. king. 
dom y ang is in Jay-hands, has dean fold end beaght for a valuable-con- 
fideration, and many of the livings which ftill remain to the church 
have been as legally fold and bought under the protection of the law, 
‘as any other‘deioription of -property whatever ; but the lands fubject 
to thofe tithes have alfo been bought at reduced prices on account. of 
that incumbrance, in the fame manner as.eftates have been bought fub- 
jet to fee-farm rents, and howfesto ground-rents. And although all 
thofe payments are incumbrances onthe ce agp yd one fet of mew, 
yet they conftitute the property, and frequently only property of 
another fet of men; and the laws.of England (whofe firf care is the pres 
fervation of property, however it may vary in defeription,): axe equally 
“bound'to protect both.” ~ P, 2.43. 

** Whether the price of qwheat alone be a proper ratio by which to 
fix the value of ai/ tithes, is aumatter deferving ferious.contideration. 

** The writer of ‘this, who has beén long and attively employed 
under inclofure atts, is of opinion that it is not; and, with all proper 
deference to the wifdom of the legiflature, who have hitherto’ directed 
that ratio to be adopted, ventures to ftate the following reafons for 


his ion 
és The titbes of this. kingdom arife chiefly from the foll afti« 












































- .. 
7 — . - ~ oe a ~ - . " — 
. bs . Le a . ’ — neuer < . 
2 ft Cahgliee dee shah alee . Bo a pepe dao pe ss 7 
= : b ere = 3 “ae ” . " 4 
— “ee 7 — . ~ Pi > wee 
woe Cai Re OO OL ie mn, * : 
- . * ys 3 “3 . 2 
~ . at — % ¥ wo < ——— we ee ® 
- = eee . es 7 - - eae ——— - eons : ” - ¥ » 
- rr baa ma ms 2 hele -" Pe {jas = e a, es, 5 - = 
4 “2 > ™ ~ + i # my < z 4 - a 5 
Pete ~~ waa x - Te a # - b 
~ | mn se SB - q 
inf “ os » igo ms ” 4 i . 2 + er s poor ye . « - 
ree i. . 
Pe . 


r 





















































64 Bath Papers on Agriculture, Vol. VTi?. 


clover, vetches, &c,—Cows, viz. calves and milk.—Sheep, viz. wool 
and lambs.—Underwood.—Pigs.—-Poultry, &c. . 

«* Ic is notonly evident that the price of «hear does not rm the 
price of a// the other titheable articles above enumerated, it is as 
evident, that the price of wheat fluctuates 4 than any other ary 
of it taken on an average for any twenty years together; it have 
ing been the policy of the government.of this country to keep the 

rice of fo indifpenfable an article as feady as poffible, by importing it 
ion all‘ other countries when it is-dear in this, and by giving & Jommty 
on its exportation when its price at home is too ow to pay the ex. 
pence of growing it. | 

“ And the effect of this policy has been fuch, that the price of 


‘wheat has been very ‘little higher on an average of the Jaft twen 
- years, than it -was on an average of the twenty laft years of the 


century ; while the price of barley and oats, cheefe and butter, have 
nearly doubled. 

«« Any ratio for the tithes of the laft-mentioned articles, which 
was fettled in the laft century, and-deduced from the price of wheat 
alone, muft therefore at this time be an unfair commutation for the. 
tithes of many other titheable articles. And there is no fair ground 
on which to argue, that the value of the laft-mentioned articles, and 
indeed of all other productions of land, for which this kingdom muft 
chiefly depend on its own refources, may not bereafier fluctuate as 
much as it has hitherto done; while it is more than probable, that, by 
means of importation, wheat may keep nearly its prefent average 

rice. 
ee No commutation for tythes can be called a fair equivalent, 
which is not fo fettled.as to fluctuate with the rife and fall of 
commodity fubjeét to tithes ; fo as to be in fact, a fair yearly rent for 
each year’s tithes, or as nearly fo as the nature of the cafe will admit. 

«© The ratio of a commutation fhould therefore be deduced from 
ali the feveral articles out of which tithes arife, or at leaft from /uch of 
them as ate of the greateft confequence, and which, in a t 
influence the price of the reft; and fome ftandard, as fimple in its 
operation as poflible, fhould -be fixed upon, by.which the owners of 
tithes may make fuch a commutation as will enfure them and their fug- 
ceffors, from ycar to year for ever, the fame income as would have been 
received from the tithes themfelves, in cafe fuch commutation had not 
taken place; or as nearly fo as the nature of the cafe will admit. 

«« The principal titheable produce of arable land, being, as is al. 
ready ftated, wheat, barley, and oats; the commutation for the tithes 
of arable jand fhould be regulated by the value of all shofe pie 
grain ; and thofe values could be as eafily deduced from the 
Gazette, as the value of wheat alone.” P. 248, 


«* From a due confideration of the foregoing obfervations, it is evi- 
dent that no great difficulty will occur in finding proper ftandards fog 
afcertaining the value of the tithes of arable land. 

«« But with refpect to the tithes arifing from grafs land, and ftock 
of all kinds, there {cems to be a mach greater difficulty, on 
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. « The principal titheable productions of this kind are; hay, calves, 
lambs, wool, and milk, and the gzality of thefe is fo very diferent, 
and the price fo variable and flxfnating, and fo-much influenced by 
jocal cixrcumftances, that it is next to vote th to keep a ney regifter 
of prices of every article. But it is poflible that we may Some one 
commodity of a conflant invariable quality, and of daily, regular, and . 
indifpenfable confumption in quantity; on the price of which, the. 
price of every otber production of gra/s and, in a great meafure, de- 
pends, For, if the demand, and of courfe the returns for shes ar- 
ticle, be daily and regular, its price will always govern a// other arti- 
cles arifing from the fame khigd of lane, Sut which mutt remain a 
longer time on hand before they can be carried to market. 

“ I contend, that this article is éutter, by which I mean butter 
made from the pure cream of milk; and I contend, that this article is 
the leaft variable in its quality, and of the moft conftant, regents 
daily, and leaft varying confumption in quality, of any other titbeable 
produce of grafs land; and that its price has kept a more regular pro- 

reflive proportion with the price of the land from which it arifes, 
for thefe two laft centuries, than any other article whatever; and of 
courfe is: likely to make a proper ftandard, by which the value of 
tithes, arifing from grafs land, may be regulated for time to come. Be- 
fides, the fale of butter being chiefly confined to great ‘towns, an ac- 
count of its prices is more eafily kept, than of almoft any other are 
ticle,” P. 251. 


“If, therefore, Sutter be, as I confider it to be, the only fingle com- 
modity, by which the tithes of all the produ¢tions of grafs lands can 
be regulated, in fettling a commutation for the tithes of fuch lands; 
I propofe, that the clerk of every market in Great Britain fhould be 
directed to make a weekly retarn of the peice (of milk-batter in fuch 
market, in the fame manner as the returns of the prices of corn are 
made. And that in every commutation for tithes, the commiffioners 
be directed to enquire, firft, the feveral proportions of tithes arifing ia 
each parifh, from wheat, barley, and oats, and othe productions of ara. 
ble land ; and alfo the proportion arifing from the different productions 
6 raf land ; and then fhould ftate what were the returns in the Lon 

on Gazette, on the average of the year preceding, of the prices of 
«wheat, barley, and oats, and alfo of the price of milk-butter, in that 
eon 

** That the juftices of the peace for each county fhould, yearly, at 
their Epiphany feffions, publith an account of the average prices of 
awheat, barley, and oats, and alfo of milk-butter, taken from the London 
Gazette for the year preceding, for that county. And that the diffe- 
rence in the prices between the year then laft paft, and the ycar in which 
the commutation was made, be the ratio by which the tithes to be re- 
ecrved from every landbolder foould be regulated for the year, ending at 
the tnfuing Eafter.” P. 255. 

The principal remark we have to offer upon this place, iss 
that whatever commutations may be devifed and approved of, 
parliament will doubtlefs only promote the wifhes of both par- 
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ties, in each particular cafe; and will not fet an example of 
invading property, whatever even national convenience might be 
furthered by fuch an invafion. 

Article XX VI. by Mr. Wagftaffe, is important. It con- 
tains a fitnple and effe€tual preparation of feed-corn, tor pre- 
venting the {mut. This is no other, than immerfing the feed 
in pure water (from the well, the fpring, or the river,) and 
repeatedly fcouring it therein, jult before it is fown or dibbled, 

The account of the new goal, at Dorchefter, deferves the 
attention of all perfous engaged in’ plans-for building, or ma- 
naging fuch places. | 

n two points, we differ widely from the fecretary, he 
fa 8) 

7 The practice of engroffing {mall farms has doubtlefs been rapidly 
advancing of late years; and the effects have been difadvantageous, 
from the increafing opulence of the occupiers ; ready-made fortunes 
being frequently carried into large farming: and general opulenge 
favouts a difpofition to keep up high prices for corn.” P. 351. 

We apprehend, that it favours improvements ten times 
more.- 

« The ufe of land, by cottagers, has been abridged in fome 
degree, by inclofure of commons, but certainly not to national 
injury.” We conceive, that the comfortable fubfiftence of 
cottagers, or labouring hufbandmen, is one of the moft im- 
portant articles in an eftimate of national profperity. The 
fecretary contends, indeed, for a garden, in their behalf; but 
we are not fatisfied with fo fmall an allotment. 

Our general opinion concerning this work, may be ex- 
preffed in the words of Mr. Nehemiah Bartley, (p. 346.) which 
are indeed fomewhat too much elevated, when ufed concerning 
the prefervation of potatoe and wheat-flour:—The editon 
might have ‘* concentrated within a much more moderatt 

volume, the effential part of the fubjeét.” 


_—— 
_— 


Art. XIII. Annals of Medicine, for the Year 1796. Ex 
bibiting a concife View of the late/t and moft important Difem 
weries in Medicine and Medical vias "i By Andrea 
Duncan, Senior, M.D. and Andrew Duncan, Fun. M.D. 
Fellow of the Royal College A, gee Edinburgh. Volt 
Bvo. 469 pp. 7s. 6d. Mudie and Son, Edinburgh ; anf 

¢ Robinfons, London. 1797. 
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rangement are purfued in the prefent publication, it will, with- 
out doubt, be received with equal favour, The firfl part, 
which occupies 278 pages, is dedicated, as ufual, to the analy- 
fis of fuch of the late medical publications, as feemed to the 
editors moft worthy of notice. This part of the volume 
might, we think, have been abridged, without detraGting from 
the merit of the work. Mboft of the books here noticed have 
been publifhed two or three years, and may be fuppofed to be 
fufficiently known, ‘They cannot alfo be properly ranked ag 
productions of the year 1796. The foreign articles may, for 
obyious reafons, claim an exemption from this ftri€ture. 
Among thefe, the account of the Plica Polonica, by M. De La 
Fontaine, is particularly deferving of notice, as being more 
copious and exaét than any we had before feen. The Cafes and 
Obfervations form the next fection, and are continued from 
279 to p. 372, Thefe we thall particularly notice. Then 
follows the medical news. This is an interefting portion, and 
indeed the only part that correfponds with the new title; and 
if the editors fhould be able to give a more early and complete 
account of projects and difcoveries made on the continent 
than we have heretofore been accuftomed to meet with, as they 
intimate a hope of doing, it will form a valuable addition to 
their plan. ‘The fixty concluding pages contain the lift of new 
medical publications, and the index. The obfervations are 
ten in number. 

The firft contains, “ Cafes of biliary (Otftrn&ions from cal- 
culi, cured by falivation. By Dr. Thomas Gibbons, Phyfician 
at Hadleigh, in Suffolk.” The remedy ufed’ was calomel, 
which was continued until a ptyalifm was produced, which 
was kept up two, three, or more weeks, 

Obfervation 2nd. ‘ A cafe of Hydrocele, cured by injeétion. 
By Mr. David Hofack, of New York.” The operation was 
performed in the manner defcribed by Mr. Earle. eat 

Obfervation 3rd. ‘* A cafe of obftinate Conftipation of the 
Bowels, cured by calomel, alfo by Dr. Hofack.” The come 
plaint was not remoyed until the 2oth day, ia which time, bes 
fides large quantities of caftor oil, jalap, rhubarb, tobacco. 
fumes, &c.; 480 grains of calomel were exhibited, to which 
the author principally attributes‘ the cure. The calomel did 
not produce its cathartic effect, until after a ptyalifm had made 
its appearance. 

Obfervation 4th is a cafe of Cynanche; and obfervation 5 
and 6, cafes of Epidemic Fever in Jamaica; the one was 
cured, the other terminated fatally. In both, mercury was li- 
berally employed ; but the circuméances in neither of them 
fecin {ufficiently remarkable to merit particular notice. 

F 2 Obfervation 
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Obfervation 7, is a cafe of Diabetes, attended with paraly. 
fis and convulfions, by Dr. Peter Shee, phyfician of Kilkenny, 
After a varicty of remedies, the Dr. had recourfe to the fol. 
lowing preparation, Gumm. Kino 5ij, Camphorz Difs Pulv, 
Arom 5i, Flor. Zinci S:fs. fiat mafia in xx pilul. divid. Two 
pills were given morning andevening. By the ufe of this me- 
dicine, in about fourteen days, the patient was reftored to health, 

Obfervation 8, is the hiftory of a cafe, terminating fatally, 
from {wallowing a plumb-{ftone. By Dr. George Borthwick, 
Phyfician, at Kilkenny: 


«* On examining the body, (the patient was a child about four 
years of age) the plumb-ftone was found in the lower extremity of 
the trachea, where it divides, The inner membrane of the trachea 
was much inflamed, as were alfo the lungs, which adhered ftrongly oa 
each fide of the pleura coftalis.” 
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Obfervation g, contains two cafes, fhowing that the interior 
part of the brain ‘may fuftain confiderable injury, without a 
fatal confequence. By Dr, John Nelfon Scott, Phyfician, ia 
the [fle of Man, &c. Thefe curious cafes will not allow of 
being abridged, but may be added to fimilar ones on record, 
to fhow to what extent the brain may be injured, without oc. 
cafioning death. 

Obfervation 1oth, and laft, “ contains the hiftory of a cafe, 
in which, lingular fymptoms occurred from fwallowing an 
iron nail, which remained in the ftemach about fifteen months, 


By Dr. Phillip Robarts Wilfon, Phyfician, at Barnet. 


«« A girl in the fourth year of her age, in the month of February, 
1793, by accident {wallowed a nail, nearly two inches in length, t: 
its paflage, it wounded the cefophagus, which bled freely, and a fores 
nefs was felt there for fome time. In about a fortnight, a grifling 
cough fupervened, with thirft and fever, The fever had remiffions 
and exacerbations; but the cough and thirft became inceflant, with 
occafional ficknefs, and pain in the ftomach and bowels. In the 
winter following, the child began to expedtorate much phlegm, patti- 
cularly in the morning. This was invariably attended with diftrefiag 
in in the region of the ftomach. Her appetite, however, was 
omewhat improved ; and fhe gradually recruited her ftrength. But 
dering the 15 months that the nail continued in her ftomach, her 
growth was almoft entirely fufpended.” : 
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On the sth of May, 1794, the author having given the 
child medicine, with the view of expelling worms, to which the 
fymptoms were attributed, 

«* She was feized with reaching and vomiting, and after throwing 
np much blood with fome violence, the nail was difcharged, in q 
with blood and mucus. It was covered with rutt, particularly about 
the point. After the expulfion of the nail, every. bad fympoon a 
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dually difappeared ; and the child has fince remained in a ftate of 
perfect health.” 


We (hall add Dr. Rigby’s obfervations on the nature of the 
gas contained in the air bladder of the fword-fith, from the 
medical news. 


«* [ will relate to you,” the Doétor fays, in a letter to the Editor, 
«« a few experiments which I made during my paflage to Jamaica, 
I had often wifhed to determine what is the nature of the gas, which 
is contained in the air bladders of fifhes ; and I was perhaps prevented 
from inveltigating it, by hearing Doctor Munro, in his lectures, fay, 
it was natural to fuppofe it was fixed air. However, although this 
authority prevented me from putting it to the teft of experiment for 
fome time, yet one day, on our voyage, having caught a very large 
fword-fith, I collected the contents of all the air blad ers; for in that 
fifth the bladder appeared divided into innumerable cells, which had 
no communication with each other. They afforded fo much air, that 
I colleéted a quart bottle full, My furprife was great, to find that 
the gas contained was exygene. A flame was brightened, an ignited 
ftick was made to rekindle; and it was fo ftrong and pure, that the 
common experiment of a piece of fteel wire, heated a put into it, 
fucceeded well, and threw out a moft vivid light when melting. £ 
have commited to writing my thoughts on this fubject, at greater 
length, and I with to infer, that this pure air is to ferve the pur 
of lite, when the animal is far below the furface of the water.” 


This is followed by an account of fome peculiarities in the 
anatomy of the fhark, by Mr, Kellie, but for this, and the 


remaining articles in this fection, we muft refer our readers 
to the volume, 


‘ 





Art. XIV. The Hiftory of the County of Cumberland, and 
Jome Places adjacent, from the earlieft Accounts to the prefent 
Time ; comprehending the local Hiftory of the County, its An- 
tiguities, the Origin, Genealogy, and prefent State of the prin- 
cipal Families, with biographical Notes ; its Mines, Minerals, 
und Plants, with other Curiofities, either of Nature or of Art. 
Particular Attention is paid to, and ajuft Account given, of 
every Improvement in Agriculture, Manufagiures, Se. Se. 
By Wiliam Hutchinfon, F. A. 8. Author of the Hiftory of 
Durham, Sc. Two Volumes.” Vol. 1. gto. 600 pp. Fine 
Paper 15s. Superfine Demy 18s. Medium Vellum 
tl. 2s. 6d. Jolie, Carlifle ; Law, &c. London. 1794*. 


IN order to appreciate the literary merits of an author, it is 
requifite fometimes to examine, whether the execution of 
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* This work, by fome accident, efcaped notice for a.confiderable 
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the work be, in every refpeé, equal to the expedtations raifed 
by the perufal of its title-page. Mr, Hutchinfon, who has al. 
realy obiained confiderable, reputation as an- author andhanti. 
quary, from the publication of his View of Northumberland, 
and his Hiltory of Durham, here gives a copious title-page to 
his Hiftury of Cumberland ; fuch, indeed, as will be found fuffi. 
cient to excite the curiofily, and arreft the attention of all anti. 
quarian and topographical readers. After premifing the public 
advantages to be derived from topographical publications in 
general, let us proceed to give 2 fummary account of the work 
before us, that our readers may form fome judgment of its 
merits, and how far Mr. H. has fulfilled his engagements with 
the public, and a numerous and very refpeétable lift of fuba 
fcribers. 

In the Introduction, which is written with much fpirit, he 
takes a fhort view of the coftoms and manners of our Britith 
and Saxon anceftors ; and briefly recounts fuch hiftorical fa&s 
as relate to the county at large. In a pa 44) he ac- 
knowledges himfelf indebted to the learned and valuable MS, 


colleftions of one Denton, the originals of which are in the 
polfeifion of the Earl of Lonfdale. 


** We were favoured,” fays Mr. H. “ with this MS. firk by Ro« 
bert Milbourne, Efg. of Armathwaite Caftle, deceafed ; and, on ace 
count of this publication, by W. Milbourne, Efg. his fon and heir, 
‘The reader, by comparing our extracts with Nicholfon and Burn’s 
Hiftory of Cumberland, will difcover the ufe thofe authors made of 
this MS. without attributing (as in juftice it is humbly conceived 
they ought to have done) to that collection the valuable materials 
they reaped, or rather lopped off from thence, Mr. Milbourne, in 
his notes pretacing the MS. remarks, that the original is fuppofed to 
have been written by one Denton, of the family of Cardew, during 
his imprifonment in the Tower, as is faid, upon a conteft that h 
pened between him and Dr. Robertfon, then Bifhop of Carlifle: i 
1s brought down by Mr, Denton to the year 1610. W. Gilpin, Efq, 
of Scaleby Cattle, from whole copy this was taken, fays, that the ori 
ginal is left tmperfeci in many fer with large blanks, and the whole 
contufed and without order; fo that it feemed to have been only a 
collection of materials, which he intended afterwards-to have difpofed 
in better form. Mr. Gilpin firit undertook to place the greater bae 
roniés in order, and to reduce the places under their refpective baro- 
pies: he has.likewife made fome ufetul additions and annotations, and 
continue the pedigrees of feveral familics down to the year 1687.— 
Among many copies I have feen, his is much the heft.” 


This valuable MS, affords Mr. H. much authentic informa 
tion, not only refpecting the greater baronies, but alfo con 
cerning the ancient {late of each parith. “a 
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The materials from which the Hiftory of Northumberland 
was compiled, comprehending confiderable matter relative to 
the hiftory of Cumberland, the author was induced to continue 
his tour; and, in order to conneé& the hiltories of the two 
countiés, purfued his courfe along the Pitts-Walls, from 
Glenwelt. 

That part of Cumberland where he enters from Northum~ 
berland is called the Barony of Gilfland. The Roman works 
and {tations upon the wall, which runs through this county, are 
particularly noticed. In the notes are given, at large, the feve- 
ral infcriptions, found at the different ftatioas, with Mr, Hor- 
fley’s readings and remarks, accompanied with engravings of 
the feveral altars, and other antiquities, difcovered in this 
county; the moft remarkable of which (in this volume) are, 
the Bewcaltle Monument, written Rocks on the River Gelt, 
Caves, called Ifis Parlis, and the Druid’s Monument at Sal- 
keld, commonly called Long Meg and her Daughters. The 
author’s arguments and obfervations, on thefe remarkable pieces 
of antiquity, appear plaufible and ingenious, though he differs, 
in fome inftances, from the opinion of former writers upon 
the fame fubjects. 

The parochial defcriptions are well written, commencing in 
general, with extraéts from Denton’s MS. and much inge- 
nuity is occafionally difplayed in fettling the etymology of fome 
places. ‘The editor very properly acknowledges his obligations 
to his numerous friends, particulafly the clergy, for much in- 
formation relative to the prefent itate of their refpedtive 
tifhes ; as alfo to J. Bacon, Efq. of the Firlt-Fruit’s-Office, 
for a perfe& copy of the saree? of Ecclefiaftical Rights within 
the county of Cumberland, taken in the 26th of King Heary 
VIII. which valuable record, together with patrons, and an ac- 
curate lift of incumbents, is parcelled out, under the head of 
each refpeCtive parith, for the eafier application of each..local 
reader. Concife remarks on the {tate of population, foil, and 
produce, cultivation, cattle, &c. &c, are alfo diftributed toeach 
parith, by way of notes, furnifhed by a fkilful perfon, wholately 
furveyed the county, on account of this publication ; but ‘we 
cannot altogether approve of the plan here laid down, of 
throwing fo much valuable matter into notes, which might, 
with great propriety, have been incorporated in the wofk. 

The beautiful and romantic fcenes in this County have been 
frequently defcribed by the pen, and delineated by the pencil. 
The pi€turefque fcenery around the Lake of Ulfwater, (the 
enly one noticed in this volume) a confiderable thare 
of the author's attention ; and although* his defeription, with 
extracts from Gilpin, Welt; &c, borders on prolixity, the 

. defcriptive 
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defcriptive part of the work, we doubt not, will afford peculiar 
fatistaction to the generality of readers. The views on the 
river Eden, are pleafingly defcribed : and, as they are lefs 
vifited than the Jakes, though equally deferving the attention 
of the curious traveller, we will make our extraét from this 
part of the volume; and, as a fpecimen of Mr. Hutchinfon’s 
defcriptive pen, prefent our readers with the view of Corby 
Caftle, the feat of H. Howard, Efq. a lineal defcendant of 
Lord William Howard, by Sir Philip, his fecond fon. 


«© Corby Caftle is fituated on the brink of a ftupendous cliff, im. 
pending over the river Fden; from the back windows you look ovet 
the wood, which hangs upon the declivities and rocks beneath, and J 
immediately view the river. ‘The hills on every hand are lofty, and 
defcend precipitately, clothed with ftately trees. Eden is here adorned 
witha thoufand beauties ; every turn and avenue affords a rich fylvan 
fcene, where amidft the hanging fhades and groves of oak, bold rocks 
are feen, pufhing forth their rugged fronts, and lifting up their emi. 
nent brows with inconceivable dignity. A fine lawn opens to the 
front of the houfe, with ornamental buildings, pans and difpofed in 
good tafte, But even the richeft and beft works of art appear infig- 
nificant, in a feene, where nature has extended her powers, and min. 
gled, in fo noble and romantic a manner, woods, fireams, hills, and 
rocks. The walk on the brink of the river is well devifed, and re. 
tains as much of its originality, as could be preferved in fuch a works 
The whole pleafure grounds are formed upon the line of nature, and 
all the primitive beauties are preferved. 

“* To the north-weft of the houfe, a terrace is ftretched along the 
fummit of the cliff, overlooking the thick groves, which clothe the 
declivities and the brink of the river, and commanding a fine profpect 
of the courfe of the ftream. On the oppofite eminence is teen the 
gateway of the ancient Priory of Wecheral, with the fine eliptic arch,” 
which Mr. Pennant defcribes as fo tempting, ‘< that he could not 
refift croffing the river, to pay a vifit to thofe curious remains.” Ona 
well-chiofen part of the terrace, a feat is placed,.in{fcribed with the fol- 
lowing - lines, from L’ Allegro, of Milton, defcriptive of the varied 
beauties of the land{cape: “* Here thine eye may catch new pleafures," 
ke. &c. 

«¢ We defcended to the banks of the river, and approached the 

tto ; the woods to the left, towering from cliff to cliff, furrounded 
ae vel fleep. Eden, after rofhing over a fucceffion of cafcades, at 
Yength forms a long canal, fevered by a woody ifland of confiderable’ 
length, and terminated by a aye amphitheatre of rocks, crowns 
ed and {cartered over withwood. To the right, the eafy rifing flopes 
are covered with meads, ftretching up to Wetheral Priory, ‘The en- 
trance into the grotto is femicircular, on the edge of a cliff, which 
hangs over the river; above which a precipice, not lefs than one 
hundred fect in height, lifts up its venerable and rugged brow, crowned 
with oaks of great itature. You enter into a {quare apartment, cightens 
feet long, fiftecy feet wide, and of a proportionable height, ho mt 
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out of a folid rock, lighted by an aperture, which commands a view 
of the canal and amphitheatre before defcribed : from thence you pafs 
into an inner chamber, alfo formed in the rock, eighteen feet in length, 
and twelve in width, the top of which is beautifully corniced by red 
and yellow veins, which run in the ftone.——The effect of mufic in 
this grotto is admirable, the: apartments afford a fine echo, which is 
repeated from the oppofite rocks and woods. At a little diftunce from 
this place, there is an-open area, with a bafon in the centre. Behind 
the hafon, other cells are excavated in the rocks’; the ftranger, whofe 
curicfity leads him to enter them; is aftonifhed to find his retarn im- 
péded by a torrent of water, which falls immédiately. before the paf- 
fage. A large receiver is difcharged occafionally, and the ftream fo 
conduéted, as to forma vety fine cafcade:;' falling from: the btow of a 

recipice, and ruthing through the arch of a bridge, it pours:headlong: 

ie the rock, before the entrance into thé caves.. From this fcene, 
a walk ftretches, by the margin of the river, near 700 yards in length, 
and of a proportionable width, terminated b _ ; 

*€ Beneath a rock, which pufhes its front from out the trees, on the: 
long walk, is placed a Roman,altar, at the top of which, on a tablet, 
is infcribed the folema memento of Shakefpear :— The cloud-capt 
towers,” &t. &c: &c. | 

Biography has always been, confidered as an effential part in 
a local hiftory; and-contributes greatly, by entertaining anec- 
dote, to enliven the dry details, that muf fometimes unavoid- 
ably occur. Biographical notices; not only of perfons of 
merit, but of eccentric yr ys here occafionally intro- 
duced, and with a fpirit, and liberality ‘of fentiment, that do 
credit to the writer. We could produce. many inftances, in 
confirmation of this remark ; but fall for the prefent think 
it fufficient to refer the reader to the work, | 

This volume contains fome neat engravings, particulatly one 
of Naworth .Caftle, the feat of the Earl of Carlifle; and 
another of Brougham Hall, the feat of H. Brougham, Efq. 
The fecond volume, which is in great forwardnefs, and which 
will be duly noticed, will contain a-much greater number of 
plates, than was originally att pl ice ae the number 
of pages, and typographical neatnefs, at the fame time con- 
fidered, the New Hiftory of Cumberland muft be deemed a 
cheap publication. We have-perufed this volume with much 
fatista ion, and hefitate not, to give it, as our ‘opinion, that 
this work maybe ranked with the beft written topogra hical 
publications; not that we mean to affért, that it is faultlefs; 
we could point out fome trifling inaccuracies ;' but fuch only as 
may with juftice be pafféd’ over, in a work, which igother 
refpects, bears fuch evident marks of labour and ‘tiger 
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BRITISH CATALOGUE, 


Aur. 15. The Henviade, an Epic Poem, in Ten Cantos. Tranflated 
from the French of Voltaire, into Englifé Rhyme. With large Hifori- 
cal and Critical Notes. Part J. Containing Five Cantos.  4to. 
The whole Subjeription 11. 19. Booker, No. 56, New Bond-Streer. 
1797+ 
This Poem we underftand to have been. to a lady, to affift her 

ip regaining that independance which the had loft by public calamity. 

We think the Poem .deferves SA We are certain, that the 

accafion demands it. The reader will judge from the opening of the 

Third Book, that the tranflation is fuperior to.thofe that have pre- 

exded it. : 

** Fate gave the rein, and Death, without controul, 
Rang’d on, till Naughter cloy’d the_mord’rer’s foul, 
Or trom his hand the blunted dagger dropt, 

Or dearth of vittims, fated catnage ftopt : 


The then, whofe minds the queen mifled, 
Look'd with horror on the blood they'd fhed. 
Pity with them to fenfelefs rage is near, 


Theit country’s mournful accents reach’d their ears 
king himfelf the fcene difgufted view'd, 

id {wift remorfe his haunted foul purfued. 
In vain the queen, with infernal att, 
Eras'd the ftamip of nature from his heart! 
A foul like hers, fo fteel’d to guilt and thame, 
Surpafs'd the art of hell itfelf ro frame! - 
Still was the goading voice of econfcience heard, 
That fecret judge, Agere tyrants fear’d ; 
To forrow and to an early prey, 
He felt the canker'd bud of life decay; _ 
His faded cheek the hand of God betray’d, 
His days were nuraber’d, his offences weigh’d, 
A dtead example thro’ all future times, 
For ki who dare to imitate her crimes! 
I faw him die! and ftill before my eyes, 
The horrots of that dreadful fcene arife ; 

ev'ry pore his oozing blood diftill’d, ; 

Aveng d the blood of: France, his rage had fpill’d. 
A hand unften impell’d him to his doom, 

is end diffus’d an univerfal gloom. 

‘he people mourn'd their king, his crimes excus’d, 

ified of weak youth, by wicked arts abus’d ; 
And Rill to hope inclin’d, in his remorfe, ' 
@E Future victue, view'd a fradtful fouree.” P. 65. ‘ 

RT. 
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Aart. 16. Poemt, By Robert Southey: 12md. 220 
: Cottle, Briftol; Robinfons, London. 1797.  e 


There is every a that Mr. Southey writes at all times, and 
en all occafions, and publithes all that he writes. He certainly is not 
without poetic talents ; but till he thall-have learned, that time for 
correction are as neceflary, to the moft brilliant. genius, as leifure for 
writing, he never will’ atchieve the legitimate title of a poct. The 
following. Sonnet gives a favourable fpecimen of the writer’s talents, 


«« With many a » at th I gain 
Thy fummit, +e Fa ; ade, cool breeze plays, 
Gratefully round my brow, as hence the gaze 

Returns to dwell upon the journeyed plain. 
"Twas a long way and tedious! to the eye 
Tho’ fair the extended vale, and fair to view 
‘The falling leaves of many a faded hue, 
That ety in the wild guft moaning by. 
Even fo it fared with Life! in difcontent 
Rettlefs thro’ Fortune’s miagled fcenes I went, 
Yet to think they would return no more! 
But ceafe fond heart in fuch fad t ts to roam, 
For furely thou ere long fhalt reach 
And pleafant is the way that lies "Pa tg 


We had hoped, that the folly of writing ancient metres in modera 
languages, was quite extinct, but among Mr. Southey’s effuffions, are 
Dac, and Sapphics. The following fpecimen may ferve for both ; 
and for all poetry of the fame kind, that ever was, or will be writen.’ . 

‘* Weary way-wanderer languid and fick at heart 
Travelling painfully over the rugged road, 
Wild-vifag’d Wanderer! ah for this heayy chance!” P. 145. 


Fiddledum, diddledum. 


Aart. 14. he Poet's Fates a poetical Dialogue. By George Dyers 
: oe. se Oa ee eae 


We have more than once commended Mr. Dyer’s poetical talent, 
but we by no means think that talent is exhibited to its bet advan- 
age when exercifed in fatirical tions. ‘The lines low with 
fufficiént melody, not do they want vigour; but they do not leave 
that impreffion on the reader, without which all fatire is vain and 
tranfitory. The tale of this poem has been told and told again, ever 
fince poets dreamed or authors fcribbled, namely, that writing isa 
+ iy Lary’ ante 4 genius is not often on oar a and 

x, and that humble merit is “ ing are 
the beft lines in the poem. we ee 

* God fave worthip! lowly thus I bend, 
And grateful blefs the critic and the friend : 
Fain would I climb for thee yon high abode, 
Fain from Parnaflus bear a Siepateg ode : 


Bur 

























































Britisn CAtAtocur. Poetry. 
Bat Gray and org ~ ’d each verdant tree, . 


Sg ET 
That for . ele this for Howeed’s brow ; 


And TT dere avedounmeberiag line. 
Perchance in future Baviads 1 might fhine: 

ot. oes 5 poems: enchentic pes, 

Hd iaghoa $, great, and learned men, 
with names, th’ Homeric page, 
tore name tall fhine through many a diftant age ; 
And when, ‘at length, your y poet makes bis witl, 
You, you fhall have bis purfe and grey-goofe als 
Meantime, your wotthip w wants not nor 

Since odes are fcarce, T treat you with a tale.” 


Arr. 18. An Effay om Man, by Alexander Pope, A new Edin 
tion. To which is prefixed, a Critical Effay, by:Dr. Atkin. 12mM0. 
6s. Cadell and Davies. 1796, 


Wor Singh tiptoe addition to Dr. 
Aikin’s pear FS Poets. ‘The req bye editor a“ dorariouy 
had our a ma in circula 
tion than agen ‘he en p Ried pee | is uni- 


verfally familiar, and has thro’ an infinite nomber df editions. 
The remarks of Dr. Aikin, as ufual; are ingenious and acute, bat he 
has given the reader no information of which he was not in-poffeflion, 
before, We think his concluding: paragraph fo happily charatteriftic 
of. the poem that we tranferibe it. . 

« If the suncipr dows nce. chaste 8p derive his ethical {yftem pat, 
the Ejay of Man, he bi again and again have. recourfe to'it as a 
Roechoste of spent fentiments, and he will never rife 
from its peru ax Net ing his mind animated ‘with the love of 
virtue, and a cgemb in benevolence towards his fellow creatures, and 
piety towards his creator,” 

The book is beautifully printed, and adorned with neat engravings, 
from drawings by Stothard. 


aa’: 16. The Stath of France; or, the Death of St. Fuft end bis 
Son; @ Poem. To which is added, Sir Mordac and Balma, ©§c. 
E. Smith, Efq. Author of William and Ellin, Lmmard and Rofos 
“ca Bvo. 46pp. 18. Jordan, 1797. 


Mr, S. {hall have no caufe for chargi arging v us with feverity in efti- 
mating his poetical talents, He fhall himfelf enable every one of oot 


readers:to: make this eftimate very accurately, by afew fpecimens of 


his poetry. 
« Am load of ills there was 
Fide A oh ’s back, 
Yet they refolv’d to throw them off, 
Or break the nation’s neck.” P. s. : 
5 o“ As 
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«* As for a bone all nations now, 
Like village curs did ftrive, 

While famine and difeafe did cling, 
And eat them upalive.” P. 8 


“ Ta fee a deed. fo:black as this, 
It made all nature fhrink ; 

And on the clouds wild forms were. feen, 
As if they were ix drink.” P. 28. 


Ant. 20. A ColleAion of Englifo Songs, with an A, pendix of Original 
Pieces. Crown. 8v0O, 205 pp. 2% 6d. Elmily, &c. 1796: 


The collection of Englith fongs by Mr. Ritfon, is. well known. 
Mr. Dalrymple, (the famous nemgnegee) whofe name is figned to» 
the pretace ot this little work, for the chief part of this colleétion 
before he knew of that, yet, fingularly enough found, onexamination, 
that only thirteen in the whole number, are in any degree the fame 
here, as in that publication, In this preface alfo he avows, in fome 
mgafure, the very elegant feleion of paffages from the ** Juvenilia, 
or Poems, by George Wither,” which were —— in 1785. ** My 
life,” fays Mr, D. ** has.not been a life of idlenefs, but of labour ; 
although I have. publifhed almoft as much as wonld load a pack-harfe, 
yet L have never. buen a pack-horfe drudge. I have, indeed, found in: 
poetry the beft relief to the mind, in refearches fo fatiguing as the ine 
veltigation of hydrographical truth, amidft the variety of difcordant 
authorities, all of them claiming implicit confidence: and I any not 
afhamed to avow, that the idea of communicating pleafore to others, | 
is very agreeable’to me.” Mr, 1, has certainly evinced his tafte in 
this collection, as well as in that alluded to before. ,Seyeral fongs not 
rquch known before, are here publithed, and fevetal of great merits 
The appendix confifts entirely of fongs, by the editor’s brothet, the 
late Lieut: Col, James Dalrymple; and evince a confiderable degree of 
talent for that fpecies of compofition. 


DRAMATIC. 


Art. 21. The Cottage; au Operatic Farce, in TwoA&s. By Famen 
Smith, 8vo. 34 pp. Kearfley, &c. 
A harmlefs trifle, well enough adapted to a country theatre, beyond | 
the limits of which it ought not to have ftrayed, ) 


. 


NOVEL.” 
Arr. 22. Ulriec * slvinaya Scandinavian Tale, ia Two Volumete 
8vo, Allen and Weft. 4s. 1797. wi Kea kee 


Why two volumes? They do not,, her, make 300 { Bese 
They are written feeming} n imitation of the lofty ftyle of Oitan 
and are deititute neither of {pirit nor interelt, ; 
: | Hq “ART. 
BRIT. CRIT. VOL. X. JULY, 1997s 
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78 BaitisHh CatratroGue. Divinity. 


DIVINITY. 


Arr. 23. A plurality of Perfons in the Godhead ed; and the 
Bible-Tranflation of AA im a Paffages in Zechariah vindicated, 
A Sermon, preached before t of Oxford, on Sunday, Now, 
27,1796. The Second Edition. To which is added, an Anfwer te 
the Obferwations contained in Dr, Blayney’s Appendix to bis New 
Tranflation of Zechariah. By Fohn Eveleigh, D. D. Proweft of Oriel 
College, and Prebendary of Rocher. $0. 43-pp- 13. Cooke, 
Oxford; Rivingtons, London, 1797+ 


There is a peculiar character of importance in this fermon, as it is 
employed to vindicate the ancient interpretation, and ancient Englith 
verfion, of four remarkable paflages in Zechariah ; all of which, fo 
rendered, amount diftin€tly to proofs, that the Meffiah is the fame as 
Jehovah, or the Lord of Hofts, of the Old Teftament, and confequently 
that perfect Deity, and equality with God, is attributed to that a 
perfon, In doing this, which he has performed with great found 
of learning and argument; Dr. Eveleigh has found it neceffary to 
controvert the juftnefs of the verfions publithed by the prefent Primate 
of Ireland, and Dr. Blayney, and it appears, that by fo doing, he has 
ate fome offence, particularly to the latter, It is unfortunate that 

uch difference in opinion fhould ever be felt as matter of offence ; and 
the ftrong argaments brought forward by Dr. E. amount at leaft to a 
very material caution, againft too great hafte in fubftituting any new 
interpretation, in place of the well-confidered and generally well- 
authorized renderings of our public tranflations. We confi 
proofs adduced by Dr. E. as yr ee te in favour of the old vers 
—_ The following general obfervations are undoubtedly of the 

i value : 

nt has been remarked, that few things are more evidently injuri- 
ous to the caufe of revealed religion, than the weak and unfounded 
arguments, ufed by many of its injudicious friends, with a with to 
defend or to illuftrate its trugh, “ Saree apr ; = full 
force of this remark, the precedin tions arily fu 
and evince, that, we may find, in » 2 liberality of modern be 
an oppofite extreme, not lefs to be dreaded and fed. 

‘** i {peak not of conceffions, which proceed from an indifference 
to all a ion, and which often obtrude themfelves upon us ; but of 
thofe, which we find, and particularly with regard to the doétrine of 
the Trinity, ih the writings of men diftinguifhed by their piety and 
zeal for Cheiftianity 1 who, hecaufe they fee their imprudence of 
ftraining texts of the Old ‘Teftament to make them bear upon this 
doctrine, pafs haftily on to the oppofite extreme, and employ all their 
karniog and ingenuity te explain away the meaning of, others which 
eovinally and neceffarily fupport it; who not only give up every ar- 

ument of the kind, which is allowed by the generality of learned 

iriftians to be inconclufive, but alfo feel no difficulty in expunging 
from their Bible readings, which a very great majority of the orth 
dox defendets ‘of our religion have ever thought unanfwerably deci- 
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British Catarocue. Divinity. ng 
five th their favour.—To fay that this has been done in modern times, 
would be to affert merely what Ftruft (as far as the prefent attempt 
was to extend) has already been proved.” P. 25. The learned 
he Provott is, we are happy to fee here, a8 we have in his former publica- 
4, tions, a very found and judicious defender of the anciett funda- 
Ve mental doétrine of the Tridity; which modern vanity and caprice, 
te are fo defirous to cndermines-)< 


iel Art. 24. ‘The Ue and Abufe of this World: @ Sermon; preached. at 

St. Bene’t, Gracechurch, in the City of London, on Sundity, O8.9, 1796; 
and publifhed at the Reqneft of the Andiente. By William Fones, M A. 
Author of the Man of Sin, Sc. 8v0. 24 pp. is, Rivingtons. 


1796+ 
The ufe atid abufe of this wofld, ate cotifideted by Mr. Jones, with 
refpeét to time, wealth, meat arid drink, clothing, fociety between the 
fexes, fpeech, and mufic. On all thefe fubjects, his difcourfe abounds with 
thofe pointed and remarkable {€ntences, which characterize this writer, 
. and which never fail to produce a lively and ftrong impreflion upon the 
hearer. The dedication to the Reétor of St. Bene’t, is honourable to 
the writer, and to the perfon addreffed ; and we may add, without 
{cruple, the more fo for being ftri¢tly juit. 


Ant. 25. Sermons on Pradital Subje&s, by Robert Walker, late one of 
the Minifters of the High Church, Edinburgh : to which is fre , a 
Chara&er of the Author. By Hugh Blair, D.D. Vol. lV, Kay, 
232, Strand. 1796. 


The character of Walker’s Sermons, is already known from the 
preceding volumes, which have beén defervedly approved. The prefent 
volume confifts of 16 Sermons, which had been defigned by the author 
for publication, and of five mote, feleted by the editor, from his ma- 
nufcripts. ‘Thefe five, are the firft and four laft in this volume, The 
four volumes now form a valuable colle€tion of difcourfes. 


@toaovrtrwran bad wes & SPs 


Art. 26. Sermons, tranflated fromthe original French of the late Rew. 
James Saurin, Paftor of the Frenth Church at the Hague. Vol, VI. 
ex Sacramental Occafions. By Henry Hunter, D. b. BA sf of the 
Scots Church, London-Wall, 8vo. 364 pp. 6s, Dilly, in the 
Poultry, &c+ 1796-- 


The Sermons of Saurin, as tranflated by Mr. Robinfon, have been 
fo well received, that a third large impreffion of thofe five volumes is 
hearly exhaufted ; and Dr. Hunter, who has now pub this Axth 
volume, intimates a willingnefs to go on till the whole thal] be com- 
pleted, thould he find himfelf authorized by the fale of the prefent fer. 
That he will be fo encouraged, there can be nb feafon to doubt., With 
refpe&t to what he has performed thas is pecaliar, we fhould allow him 
to {peak for himfelf. 

“* The attentive reader will readily perceive, that I have made the 
arrangement of the fubjeéts part of my ftady. When I found any of 
the links of my chain antici my predeceflor, I refer to it,’” 
&c, He mentions alfo that a divided fuch difcourfes as appeared 
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too long: but the following intimation is moft important. * To 
one advantage only over my predeccflor do I prefume to lay claim, 
congeniality of fen‘iment with my author on certain points of dod?rine, 
of rites and ceremonies, of church difcipline, and fome others, in which 
Mc. Robinfon cifiers from him. There meft be many paflages, ac. 
cordingly, which he difapproved while he tranflated : and fome fer. 
mons he probably omitted altogether, becaufe coincided not 
with his religious belief, Under this difadvantage I did not labour in 
executing my-tahk; as a in almoft every point with my .great 
original, and poflibly cranflated with .pecutiar fatisfa€tion what Mr. 
Robinton did reluctantly, or thought iz his duty entirely to leave out.” 
P, viii. The reader has certainly caufe to rejoice at this change. in 
the channel through which the fermons are conveyed to him. Dr. 
Hunter fuggefts as.a very defirable work (in which we join with i 
a tranflation of the entire work of Saurin, continued by Roques 
Beaufobre, entitled ‘* Difcourfes hiftorical, critical, theological, and 
moral, on the moft memorable Events reeorded in the Old Teftament,” 
The firft volume, long ago tranflated by a Mr. Chamberlayne, fhould 
be republifhed, and the reft fapplied. A new edition of the five vo- 
lumes of Saurin’s Sermons, tranflated by Robinfon, is annowaced at 
the end of the preface, 


Art. 27. Ecclefaftes; or, the Preacher, am Effay on the Duties.of a 
public Religious Infirudtor ;. chicfly taken from a Latin Treatife on this 
Subje@, By Erajmas, with a pga Addrefs to Patrons of Livings, 
sfc. Sc. To which is added, t ¢ Subftance of a Charge toa Miffonary. 
s2mo, 117 pp. 25 Rivingtons, &c. 1797. 


An admonition very judicioufly chofen, and with great propriety 
adapted to modern ale. The tranflator, who dedicates f to the 
Bithop of London, thus exprefles himfelf upon the fubjeQ: « This 
portrait, which he has now the honour to prefent to your Lordhhip, is 
only a miniature picture, taken from one which was drawn at full 
thy at a very diftant period of time, by the hand of an excellent 
maiter; how far it may have been injured by being .reduced into a 
more convenient fize, an! in what refpects, without a clofe. and fervile 
imitation, the fpirit of che original has been preferved, no perfon. is 
more competent to judge than your Lordfhip.” This is undoubtedly 


true, and we doubr not, that the judgment was favourable, Theother 
parts of this little volume are valuable. 


Art. 28. 4 Companion fo the Sacred Hiftory, containing fele& Hymns 
on the. bifterical Paris of Scripture. In Two Books. 1. On the Hif- 
tory of the Old T:flament. 2. On the Hiftery of the New Tefaments 
Compiled at the Recucft of the Author of Sacred Hifiary in Familiar 
Dialegues, Sc 12m0. 48 pp. 6d. . Gardiner, No. 1g, Prince's 
Street, Cavendifh Square, &c. 1797. 


Thefehymni are fo framed.as to correfpond exactly, in their ntttn- 
bers andifabjeGs, with the ‘Sacred Hiftory in Familiar Dialogees,” 


_ alluded to in the title; of which deé an account in vol. viii. Pp. 409. 


Many ef the hymns are taken from Watts, Newton, and others, but @ 
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large proportion are original, and now firft publithed. It is not too 
high a commendation of the new hymns to fay, that they clafs very 
refpectably with the older enes;" ahd’ the “whole feems well calculated 
to fulfil the intentions of the editor. 


‘ART, 29.4 Sermon, addreffed tothe General Baptifts, on the Caufes of 
their tee, and the Means.of their future Profperity, Fe, By 
Yohn Kingsford, 8v0. 31 pp. 6d. Woddward,. Portfea; Mar- 
fom, London. 1790. ; 


Mr. K. has chofen.a curious text, Eeclef. vii. 27. * Behold, this 
have L, found, counting, ove by one, to find out the account.” He 
reckons up fwen caufes.of the declining condition..of the general 
Baptilts; among whith, @ defference.of jentiments appears-to be the 
mott operative. There are many,pious and good thoughts, and fome 
that are whimnfical, in this fingular difcourfe. 


Ant. 30. An Efay, tending to foow the Grow:ds contained in Scripture 
Sor expeRing a future Refloration of the Jews. Publifhed,, in sptfa- 
ance of the Will of the late Mri Norvis, as having gained. the annual 
Prize infiitated by him’ im the ae of Cambridge. By, Charles 
Ferram, Scholar of Magdalen College. 8v0. §7 pp. -t%e Od. 
Lunn, &c. Cambridge. 179660 > 


The reftoration of the Jews t6 the land of Paleftine (preceded by 
their converfion to Chriftianity) is ‘here fhown to be highly probable, 
from the covenant which God made with the Hebrews, the tenor of 
the prophetic writings, and the progreffive nature of the Chriftian 
difpenfation, "The eflay concludes with a.Chriftian exhortation, to 
manifeft a benevolent regard towards the Jews} initead of angmencing 
the weight of mifery by whieh they are at prefent gg 
refpectable fhare of theological learnmg, and a commendable plain- 
nels and perfpicuity of argument ghd of ftyle, conftitute the fort of 
praife to which Mr. ‘Jertam appears'to be well entitled, 


Art. 31. Divine and interefling Extra&s, or the fele&ed Beauties of 
the Right Reverend Father in God, Fofeph Hall, firft Lord Bifhop of 
Exeter, and late of Norwich. Sele&ed and arranged by ‘fonathan 
Blackwell, of Gofry, near Londonderry. %v0.. 366 pp. 7% Ma- 
thews, in the Strand. 1796. 


Tt was fvon after the commencement.of our undertaking. (vol. i, 
p- 1) that we announced a very elegant and judicious modernization 
of BithopHali’s Contemplations, by Mr. Glafle. The prefent editor 
hold: ir prefumptuous to make afty Ultération in the language Of the 

Bithop, and feleéts his extraéts from all parts of his works, 
his we may truly fay, that whoever makes the fentiments of that 
able writer, and excellent man, eafily acceflible, and pleafing to mo- 
dern readers, performs an excellent fervice to the caufe of true Chri 
tian piety. For which reafiin, ‘we moft heartily with fuccefs to this 
and every fimilar'undertaking. ‘The prefent volume is clofély printed, 
and contains a vatt quantity of matter, feleCted in an orderly manners, 
from the works of the author, 
MEDICINE, 
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MEDICINE. 


Arr. 32, 4 Medical Ghffary: in which the Words in the various 
Branches of Medicine, are deduced from thet original Languages, pro 
A ncegyyerend explained. By W.Turton, M.D. 40. 11. 0s 

ohafon. 1797. 


On the utility of gloffaries or lexicons, it is unneceffary for us to 
expatiate: che avidity with which fuch works are received, when 
judicioufly execuged, is an abundant proof of the favourable opinion 
entertained concerning them. The lexicons df Cattellus and Blanchard, 
which are thofe in common ufe medical ftudents, contain, 
befides definitions of the terms, defcriptions of the or things 
defined ; and, although in fome inftances, may be thought too 
prolix, yet to the generality of readers, this additional information, 
adds confiderably to their value. The prefent author has purfued e 


different plan, “* and has contented himfelf,” as he obferves, ‘* with , 


deducing the terms from their roots, determining their pronun- 
ciation, and fimply defining them.” What he p , as far as we 
have been able to examine, appears to be correctly and judicioufly 
porformed ; the definitions being eoncife, but at the fame time clear and 
diftingt, We have only to complain, that he did not adopt a different 
form and fize for the work, which might have been done without in- 
commoding the reader; for as moft of the articles are comprifed in 
lefs than two, and very few of them reach to three lines, of very loofé 
printing, it could not have fatigued the eye, had the work been printed 
more clofely, and with a {maller type, which would have brought it to 
a moderate fized oftavo volume. by printing it in quarto, and fixing 


the price at one guinea, the author has undoubtedly prevented a large, | 


namber of perfons, to whom fuch a work is moft neceflary, from pol- 
feffing it. But this will probably be remedied in a future edition, 
which will doubtlefs be required. . 


POLITICS. 


Art. 33. The Politician’s Creed: being the great outline of Political 
Science, from the Writings of Monte/quien, Hume, Gibbon, Paley, 
Townfend, Sc. Sc. By an Independent. Part Il. 8v0« 208 pp. 
gs. Johnfon,&c. 1796. 


Still this work is incomplete, and terminates abruptly. The formet 
volume was noticed by us in the Brit. Crit. vol. vii. p. 322. It is 
certainly a ufeful compilation, and the author here purfues fome ims 

yctant fabjects of enquity, as The balance of power, the balance of 
Trade, Publie Credit, War, Taxes, Money, Trade, Agriculture, &c, 
all which, he difcuffes with fenfe ; and with lefs copious obligation 
to former writers, than in the preceding part of his work. He con- 
cludes every fection with a kind of folemn maxim, printed in capitals. 
Thele are, we prefume, to form the creed, | 


Axt. 


Be Bi ae ae el li ae. ae 





on Co & e's 


. 


al _ rs = 


British CaTaLocus. Politics... &s 


Ant. 34- Another Cornfeation of the Meteor Burke. The Retort 
Politic on Mafter Burke; or, @ few words en paffant: occafioned by 
his tavo Letters om @ Regicide Peace. From & Tyre of bis School, bus 
of another Clafs.. Second Edition. With Remarks on that Righe 
Honourable Author's condemnation of the Plan of War hitherto adopted. 
Sve, 7opp. 18% 6d. S. Jordan. 1797. 


Whenever an author gives a true and modeft character of himfelf, 
we are willing to adopt and confirm it. Such is the cafe of this 
“ tyro ;” who calls himfelf a young politician, one {till in his pupil- 
age.” p.2. If the word wery had Leen: at before young politi- 
cian, we think the defcziption would have ftill more accurate, 


Ant. 36 A Letter to the Right Honourable William Pitt, on the ad- 
ditional Tax of Two Shillings and Six-Pence on every Hundred Weight 
of Sugar; with fome Obfervations on the Slave Trade. 8¥%. §9 PP- 
1s. Egerton, 1797+ 


This letter is fo declamatory in point of compofition, and fo partial 
in refpect of its arguments, that we cannot recommend it to the notice 
af thofe perfons who with to be well informed concerning the affairs of 
the Weft.indies. On the fubjeét of the flave-trade, many things are 
faid, which appear to us highly exceptionable. We are rather inclined 
to doubt of the veracity, and the good intentions of an anonymous 
writer, who affirms, that ** the flaves in the Weft-Indies are /efs Javes 
than our own poor in this land of freedom,” p.25. Whatever a 
Barbadian —— may fay, we fhall continue to believe, that the 
Englith are freemen, not only in ** appellation,’? 


Art. 36. A Reply to a Pamphlet, by Arthur Young, Efg.enthtled, * An 
Idea of the prefent flate of France, and the confequences of the Events 
paffing in that Kingdom.” Second Edition, 8vo, 71 pp. Ridgway. 
1797¢ 
This reply is in the form of a dialogue, betwixt an Alarmift, and 2 

true and temperate Whig, as he is . _Whoever compofes a dia« 

logue, can ufually turn the feale of victory in favour of either of the 
fpeakers; which is attempted in behalf of the Whig, but with 
very indifferent fuccefs, in this fplenetic effufion of party-politics. The 
main queftion agitated by the author, is, ** Whether the prefent 
minifters deferve well of their country, or fhould be difplaced to 
make room for men more able (not to fay more onef) than them- 
felves.” P.23, The author did wifely ‘ not to fay it;” and he 
would have been ftill wifer, if he had kept that queftion wholly out 
of fight. For, whatever perfons may be fuppofed to have /of the good 


opinion of the country, it is pretty generally agreed who have not 
geined it, 
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Arr. 37+ Thoughis on the Antimouarchical Tenden the megafure 
the Britifo Miuifler, contained in a Letter to a Nobo. pA By Mise 
Adams, 8y0, 30 pp, 1% Symonds. 1796. 


This writer depicts, in a firain of mock gravity, the bleflings.derived 
from Mr. Pitt’s adminittration, In tracing the p fs of our domeftic 
and foreign meafures, he finds atnple feape for his raillery and wit, 
‘The iosiiienn conftitution which the French have acquired, and the 
rank they now hold asa military power, Mr. Adams afcribes to “ the 
ewifdom of the Britifh Miniftry, al by their chief counfellor, Mr, 
Burke.” The pamphlet is written with confiderable fpirit, and con- 
fidered 4s a produCtion of humour and irony, (which is the chief view 


of it that belongs to our province) it is certainly entitled to confidera-. 


ble praife. 


Arr. 38. Hints addreffed tothe EleGors of Great Britain, preparate 
to the next Diffolution of Parliament. 5 Charles Faulkener, Gua, 
42 pp. 18 6d. Robinfons. 1796. | 


This pamphlet is one of thofé unfortunate produftions, which from 
the prehs 0 

till the lapfe of its object may feem to have rendered it obfoletes 
The remarks, however, which it: contains, are fo comprehenfive im 
their purpofes, and are laboured with fo much rent affiduity, that 
the author would probably feel little fatisfied, if his pamphlet were 
not to furvive the period for which it was originally defigned.. The 
talents of Mr. Faulkener, are by no means contemptible; and neither 
his ftyle nor inftruments of reafoning, areunworthy a man of abilities 
and information. His pamphlet. cenfifts in. alaboured inveftigation 
of political affairs, from the commencement of the French revolution, 
and his {tri¢tures are dealt out with little referve, againft. the plans and 
conduct of the Britith Miniter; the diffolution of parliament is urged 
as a, fairopportunity for repairing or avenging the injuries which the 
country has fuftained ; and as that event ‘has now taken place, Mr, F, 
will have had an opportunity of judging how far his fentiments, and 
thofe of the public, were agreed upon the queftion at iffue, 


MISCELLANIES. 


Arr. Grographical [luftrations of Scottifo Hiftory ; containing the 

Nei if Places sate ia C ria Hiftaries, Rede, Se. With 
Carreétions of the corrupted Names, and Explanations of the difficult 
and difputed Point, in the Hiftorical Geagraphy of Scatland; the Names 
b. ing Alpbhabétically arranged avith References lo their Pofition i” rhe 
HHitevical Map of Scotland, which accompanies the Work: together with 
@ campendicus Chronalog y of the Battles, to the Year 1603. Collected 
Jrom the bet Authorities, Hiftorical and Geagraphical. By Davih 
Macpherfon. 4t0._ About 7 Sheets, Nicol, Pail-Mall. 1796. 
To the learned and laborious editor of Andrew of Wyntown’s 

Ghronicle of Scotland, (fec Brit. Crit. vol. vi. p. 337-) the se se 
‘ wm 


temporary matter, has not found its way to our table, . 
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tndelted for the prefent work, deficient calculated to ilufttate that, 
and every fimilar record. ' 


map prefixed, a to the year 
1400, is judicioufly formed, fo.as to mafk diftin ys the chains of 
mountains throughout the country, and is executed with great neatnefs, 
The book is beautifully printed ; but being in an alphabetical form, 
ahd in columns, has the appearance of a mere index. ‘The plan of 
the author is explained in a fhort plate, but is fo clear, as to require 
very little illuftration, What he fays of the map is important. 

«« The map will appear, upon examination, not to have been copi 
from any map of Scotland already publifhed, but to be, as much a 
any general map can poflibly be, an original work. The Becdara ihe 

rt (ot plan work) of it, has been conftructed from the beit a¢tual 
Furvoys and charts, correted by all the celeftial obfervations I could 
procure, and carefully collated with every particular map, ancient or 
modtrn, which could afford any information, Hence I may venture 
to fay, that the coaft-line comes very heat to the truth; and even in 
the {mall indentings of the head-lands, and inlets of the fea, it will 
be found very little. inferior, in minute accuracy, to many of the 
larger maps,”—** Not many of the places mentioned in Scottith hif- 
tory will be found wanting in this map: but as a map, like a picture, 
can anfwer to only one point. of time, the divifions of the country, 
and the orthography of the names, in this ove, are adapted to the end 
of thé yeat 1400: and it thus becomes as nearly as poflible coeval 
with the beft of the early hiftorians of Scotland, being a few years af- 
ter Barber and Ferdun, and a few years before Wyntown concluded 
his Chronicle, I fhall be forry,” adds Mr. M. with great propriety, 
“+ if this fmall but copious map, upon which I have not fj either 
labour or expence, fhall fall into the hands of any one who will efti- 
mate it by its fize. It would have been eafief, in almoft every ftage of 
the work, to execute it on a fcale fomewhat larger, had I not rted 
commodioufnels to oftentation, and determined that both the and 
the map fhould avoid unneceffary extenfion, and contain multum in 
parvo.” The chief part of this map, it is further faid, in a note, is 
executed by the fame artifts who were employed, by Mt. Atrowfmith, 
to engrave the beft map of the world that has ever been publifhed, 
It would certainly be moft unjuft, to eftimate fuch a map by its fize. 

The plan of this work is good, and the execution, at leaft equal to 
it: it is one which no ftudent or hiftorian will ever riegleé&t, whofe ob. 
jefts tend, in any degree, to the knowledge of Scottifh antiquities. 
The fame niethod might be purfued, with advantage, with ta 

many other countties. A copious lift is given, at the end, of the ab- 
breviations ufed by the author; but it fhould have been mentioned 
fomewhere, that the letters fubjoined to each name, dirfeé to its place 
on the map, and the Italic letters to the names oni the 
Attention will difcover this; but, to many, tlic ufe will be loit, at leaft 
for a time, for want of the explanation. We will give; ata thort 
fpecimen, the account of Sutherland; Many of the are loriger, 
and ftill mote elaborate, 
“* Suthirland, Sudurland, {6 called as on the fouth fide of the 
Mounth: q.v. and Catncf:, Carag This country, after being sad 
vRBIT. CRIT) VOL. X, JULY, 17976 
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fome ages a divided fhare, though ftill a part of the earldom of Cat. 
nefs, was finally difmembered from it by k. Alex. II, and ereéted into’ 


a feparate earldom, which appears, from records, to have been pof- 
feffed asfuch by William of Moray, apparently fon of Hugh, fon of 
Frekyn of Moray, (who had been proprietor of Suthirland) between 
1219, when the king came of age, and 1245, in which year died Gil. 
bert, bithop of Catnefs, who had fome controverfy with Earl Wil. 
liam, {[Cfr. ‘Thomas epift. Ore. in Wallace’s account of Orkney, 
p- 132—Dalr. Coll. p. Ixxiii—Luth, cafe p. 8, cov. p. 12] Suthir- 
land has been tranfmitted, by uninterrupted hereditary defcent, with 
unaltered dignity, and augmented territory, during the courfe of near 
fix centuries, to the prefent Countefs, the xineteenth who has enjoyed 
the earldom ; a duration unparalleled by any other of the now exiftin 
peerages. Suthirland, after being long a fubordinate fhirrefdom, in. 
cluded in that of Invernefs, was, with the greateft part of Catnefs, 
ere€ted into an independent fhirrefdom in 1633.” 


Art. 40. Ejfays on fome of Shak{peare’s Dramatic Chara&ers. Téa 


which is added, an Effay on the faults of Shak/peare. The Fifth Editian. 
By William Richardfin, M.A. FR. S. E. Profeffir of Humanity 
ve the Univerjiiy of Glafgow. 8vo. 401 pp. 6s. Murray and 


Highley, Fleet-Street. 1797. 


There are few judicious admirers of Shakfpeare, who are not well 
acquainted with thefe Fffays, which they juftly efteem as containin 
the moft philofophical remarks that have originated from the fertile 
fubjeét of our great bard’s dramas, A profound and accurate infight 
into human nature, joined to a_ correct and elegant tafte in poetry, 
have enabled the learned Profeffor to produce a work, the editions of 
which will probably continue to be repeated as long as any tafte for 
found criticifm fhall remain, ‘The arrangement is now altered ac- 
cording to the more convenient order of the fubjects, and the author 
fays, in his preliminary advertifement, that the Eifays ** have received 
fuch correftion and improvement as muft neceffarily have occurred to 
him, and been fuggetted by his friends, in the courfe of feveral pre- 
ceding editions.” What thefe corre¢tions may be, we have not 
thought it necefiary to afcertain by collation ; content to bear our 
general and unreferved teftimony to the merit of the Effays; and 
ready to believe, or even to vouch, that fuch things as this author, 
on mature confideration, believes to be improvements, muft certainly 
deferve that name. 

Tajfte in the form of books, varies as much as tafte of other kinds. 
To us the elegant duodecimo form of the fecond edition of thefe 
Effays, is much more pleafing, for fuch a work, than the 8vo. fize now 
adopted. ‘The advantage of the prefent fize is, that the book will 
thus arrange with the beit Editions of Shakfpeare, 











af. 
nto’ 


bof. 
b of 
een 
sil. 
Vil. 
cy, 
hir. 
vith 
ear 
yed 
ing 


in. 


ell 
9] = 


le 


ht 


—- * 2 oe 


Barrish CATALOGUES. Alifcelianies. $7 


Ker. 41. Remarks ox the Arabian Nights Entertainment, in avhich the 
Origin of Sindbad’s Voyages, and other Oriental Fi@ions, is particue 
larly confid red. By Richard Hole, LL. B. 8vo. 48, Cadell and 
Davies. 1796. 

This is a fanciful, but certainly an ingenious and learned publica- 
tion. The author confiders the Voyages of Sindbad as the Arabian 
Odyfley, and as defcriptive of real places, manners, &c. He takes no 
{mall pains to afcertain the precife local fituations of the iflands, &c. 
which Sindbad is fuppofed to viftt, in regard to which we greatly 
queftion whether he has convinced himfelt: indeed he candidly con- 
fefles that, at firtt, he had no other view than to give a plaufible, ra- 
ther than a probable account, of the authorities by which Sindbad’s 
narrative might be fupported. Mr. Hole has certainly produced an 
entertaining book ; but he feems miftaken, at his firft onfet, in two 
particulars. Firft, in fuppofing that the Arabian Nights are “* held in 
contempt, more particularly by the grave and learned.” This is fo far 
from the fact, that we have known fome of the mo/f grave, and the 
moft learned, retain with delight the impreffion made by the perufal 
of thefe volumes. ‘The other error is, that the tranflation from Gal- 
land’s French publication, contains a@// the fories in the original per 
formance. A continuation has been publifhed, in three volumes; 
with refpect to the authenticity of a great part of which, the mot 
perfect Arabic fcholars entertain no doubt. Profeffor White alfo, of 
Oxford, is underftood to be in poffeifion of more of the original 
tales, which were brought from the Eaft by Edward Wortley Monata- 
gue. The truth is, the work has been admired, and always will, for 
the fimplicity of its narrative, combined wath all that the moit luxu- 
riant imagination can require; for the accuracy of its reprefentation of 
Oriental manners ; and for the intereft and curiofity it awakens in the 
learned and unlearned, the young and the old, 


Ant. 42. ‘A: re Avaxpeovros Dadan The Odes of Anacreon, literally 


tranjlated into Englifh Profe. Pine Paper. Smail 8vo. Wilfon, &ce 
York; Dilly, &c. Londons 1796. 


“ ‘This little work is defigned,” fays the preface, ** forthe ufe of 
thofe who have made little progrefs in Grecian literature ; and, that 
it may tke more effectually anfwer the end propofed, the tranflation is 
as literal as the different idioms of the Greek and Englifh willallow.” 
it is beautifully printed, and in general well executed. We do not 
always agree with the tranflator in his interpretation. Thus in Ode 26, : 
he renders ‘Owa.2’, ** come, prepare ;” but the concluding lines, 


~-. 


Mevcvra yap pe xsiabae 
TloAv KPELTTOVs 4 Garavra, 


feem very plainly to prove, that the = alluded to arming for war. 
Why otherwife fhould the idea of lying dead fuggeft itfelt? Henry 
Stephens fo rendered it, and Baxter’s objection does not feem invinci- 
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ble ; fo alfo Barnes was inclined to think, if his whole note he read, 
of which only a part is here cited as authority. A few fenfible ang 
illuftrative notes are fubjoined. Ir is not mentioned that Ode 132, 26, 
and fome others, are abfolutely denied by Brunek, to have been writteg 
by Anacreon: and indeed, as that critic obferves, Conftantine Ce. 
phalas, who preferved the few we have, does not pretend that they are 
all by the ancient poet: they were written, he fay, ‘* fequiori ztate, 
quum jamdudum temerata fuiflet Graci fermonis puritas, et mettica 
leges obfervari defiiffent.”’ ° 


Arr. 43. A frort Hiflory of Infe&s, (extraBed from Works of Credit) 
defigned as an Introduction to the Study of that Branch of Natural 
Hifiory, and as a Posket-Companion to thofe who Vifit the Leverian 

ufeum.  22m0. 107 ppe 38.6d. Bell, 148, Oxford-Street ; 
White, &c. 1797 


This little book is more convenient in form than even Yeats’s Ele. 
ments of Entomology, and has the additional advantage of being il- 


luitrated by a plate, annexed to each order, containing one {pecimen of | 


every genus. We have not yet feen any copies that are coloured, 
which would certainly be agreeable and ufeful to many purchaters, 
In general, the plan is to give a fhort account of each genus, men- 
tioning the molt remarkable infeéts which belong to it. It fhould 
have been told, on this plan, that the lady-bird belungs to the genus 
Coccinella ; and that the common maggot of the filbert is the larva 
of a curculio, the curculio nucis. Such little notices may eafily be 
multiplied in future editions, and every little acceffion of this kind 
will increafe the intereft of the work. The plan is extremely good, 
and is executed with care and intelligence ; it is well calculated to 
encourage a talte for natural hiftory, to affiit the expanfion of that 
tafte, and direét it to proper objects. 


Art. 44. The Repertory of Arts and Manufadtures : confifing of avt- 
inal Communications, Specifications of Patent Inventions, and Selec. 
tions of ufeful practical Papers, from the Tranfaétions of the Philofen 
phral Societies of all Nations, Sc. Se Vols. LV. Vand VI. Syo. 
gs.each, with many Plates. Heptigftall, No. 131, Fleet-Sereet, 
&c. 1796 and 7. 


This work continues to be conducted with care and fpirit, and con- 
tains a great variety of curious and interefting objects, forming alto- 
gether a vety ample hiftory of the beft modern inventions aud im- 
provements Our former notices of it are in Br. Cr. vol. v. p. 534, 
and vii: 93. In the latter place it was, by an erfor of the preis, 
termed Repfofitory. ‘Vo {pecity the articles worthy of notice, in each 
volume, would lead us toa great length: we mention particularly 
Art. 42, in vol. iv, on granulating potatoes; the account and view 
of Wearmouth Bridge, vol. v. p. 364 ; and M, de Morveau's experi- 
soents on colours, in vol. vi. 
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Anr. 45. Elementa Anglicana, or the Principles of Englifo Gramma” 
difplayed and exemplified, in a Method quite original, In 7 wo Vi, olumes* 
By Peter Walkden Fogg. Vol. 11. containing a Key, in which th 
Examples of the former Volume are analyzed, and its Exercifes per 
formed, together with ample Notes and Differtations, illuftrating th* 
‘various Parts of this extenfrve Subje@. 12mM0. 249 pp»_ Stock* 
port, for the Author; Knott, No. 47, Lombard-ftreet, London’® 
796 
The firft volume was ptinted in 1792, confequently before our time; 

but, as the plan is of neceflity to be fought there, we fhall confider 
both together. We have feldom feen fo laborious a compilation as 
the prefent; the author errs, if at all, on the fide of redundancy, 
giving precepts for fome matters fo trivial, as hardly to require {pe- 
cific notice. The former part of the fecond volume is fimply a key to 
the examples in the firft, and the mode of employing both is clearly 
explained in the preface, which is prefixed to the latter volume. In 
the matter of pronunciation, we fhould more frequently differ from 
this author than in any other point; and particularly in his mode of 
exprefling the long found of i by -auee ; thus, gader he direéts to be 
fpoken kwauee-e?, and brier, branecar. lhis is Incomprehenfible ; 
and, in general, in our opinion, the directions given for pronunciation, 
by new forms of fpelling, are delufive and puzzling to a great degree ; 
not only in this work, but in all others, How much more fimple and 
intelligible is it to define, at once, the long and fhort found of each 
vowel, and then to mark them accordingly ; thus, guiet, driar. Very 
elaborate notes are here fubjoined tothe Key, in the fecond part; and 
to them twenty-feven differtations, on gramma‘ical and philological 
fubjects, Altogether, a prodigious quantity of ufeful and inftructive 
matter may be found collected in thefe velumes, which have the ad- 
ditional advantage of being highly convenient, in point of form, to 
teachers aud fcholars. ‘Ihe fmallnefs of the print may be an objec. 
tion to fome matters ; but the object evidently was to comprefs a great 
deal into a little compafs, The author is a man. of much obfervation 
and acutenefs, His favourite authors (vol. ii. p.i54) are not the 
faine as ours, but we will not quarrel on that point. 


Art. 46. Authentic Memoirs of the Life and Reign of Catherine I, 
Emprefs of all the Ruffias, colle&ed from authentic MS. Tranflations, 
Ec. of the King of Sweden, Right Honourable Lord Mountmorres, 
Lord Malmefbury, M. de Volney, and other indi/pitable Authorities, 
Embellifoed with an elegant Fronn/piece. 12mo0. 38. 6d, Crofby, 
1797 
When the reader has ceafed to fmile at the whimfical affemblage of 

vames introduced in the title-page, he may proceed to turn over the 

faves, certainly without difguft, but as certainly with no great de- 
gat or edification, either with regard to the flyle, arrangement, or 
matter, of this publication, 
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Art. 47. Biographical Curiofties om various Pifures of Human Natur 
contain mg original and autbentic Me mars of Danie / Dance r, Eq. AN €X- 
“vaorai#a ry Mi ?, €9 le ) Ce I1Z2mo. 35. 6d. Ridgway. I 797s 


This is an entertaining account of many well known charaéters, 
though oddly enough mixed, with regard to the order of fa¢ts—John 
Elwes, Eugene Aram, Chriftina of Sweden, Fontaine, and Inigo Jones, 
are jumbled together in all the mazes of chronological confution. |} 
is, neverthele{s, an amufing volume, and written with a fuficient regard 
to precifion and accuracy. 


Agr. 48. The Travels of Anacharfis the Younger, in Greece, during 
the Middle of the Fourth Century, before the Chriftian Ara. A bridg. 
ed from the original Work of the Abbé Barthelemi. Illufirated with 
Plates, defigned and engraved by H. Richter. 8v0. 639 ppe && 
Vernor and Hood, 1797. 


This is an abridgment of a kind pecultarly ufeful. The original 
work, with all its merit, is unneceflarily prolix, and the expence of 
purchafing itis confiderable. By reducing it thus to a fingle volume, 
it is made capable of being introduced into fchools, where it may be 
ufed with very great advantage, ‘The plates, which are mentioned in 
the title-page, are of no value; and if, by omitting them, the volume 
would have been made a fhilling cheaper, their ahfence might b 
wifhed. ‘The map, which is not mentioned, is good and ufeful: it 
is, indeed, indifpenfably neceflary. lnftead of fancied defigns, if the 
engraver had been employed to copy fome of the views of ancient 
buildings, from the original work, he would have added materially to 
its value. The charatter of the original is too well eftablifhed to r. 
quire explaining here: the abridgment is handfomely printed, and 
appears to be carefully executed. 


Art. 49. The Cambridge Univerfity Calendar for the Year 1797} 

containing a Lift of the prefent Members, the Livings belonging to each 
. Z} r . Rack Rin b be P iP OF o>. 

College, qwity the ir prefent ncumobents, bie rofe/jors, Vice rs, U nivere 
fy Prizes, Se, Names from ihe | ripofes for upwards of Forty Year 
back, Me dalfts and Prizemen, from ther firft Infiitution, remarkable 
Days objerved by the Unive rfity, Sc. 12mo, 248 pPpe 3% 6d. 
Rivingtons, RC. &C. 


«© Notwithftanding the inaccurate and imperfect ftate in which the 
Cambridge Univerfity Calendar laft year appeared,” fays the editor, 
*« the favourable reception it met with has fufficiently proved #8 
utility.” Since it improves in point of accuracy, and omits things 
which were deemed exceptionable, we doubt not that it will be efla- 


bluihed. 
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"3 Art. 50. Anew and compendious Treatife of Anatomy, and Propore 
~ tions of the Human Figure, adapted to the Arts of Defigning, Painting, 
: and Sculpture ; illuftrated with Copper-Plates, and defigned priscpal 
ters, for the Lnformation of Juch Ladies as praétife the abowe Arts ; and ab- 
ohn foltitely neceffary to all Students who wifh to acquire CorreEnefs in the 
nes, "Outhme of the Human Figure. By W. F. Wells. to, 19 PP» 
I Six Plates. 5s. HookhamandCo. 1796, 
gard 


That this book is abfolutely neceffary for all who with to acquire 
knowledge of this kind, we pofitively deny ; becaufe there are better 
books exifting for the fame purpofe. ‘This is flight and fuperficial, in 


wig B= a great degree; and its chief merit confifts in the neat execution of 
ridp. the plates, and the diftin& form in which the explanations are prifitéds 
with The book is, however, convenient, from being fmall, and not very 

bs, dear. 
re Agr. 61. A Narrative of the extraordinary Adventures, and Bering’ 
by Shipwreck and Imprifonment, of Donald Campbell, Efg. of Barbrk : 


me - : YO: 
» he with the fingular Humours of his Tartar Guide, Haffan Artax: com- 


dt . prifing the Occurrences of four Years and five Days, in an overland 
‘ee Journey to India, Faithfully abfiratted from Capt. Campbell's Letters 
- to his Som. 12m0, 276 pp. .3% 6d. Vernor and Hood, Birchine 


et Lane. 1796. 


he: Of the original work which is here abridged, we gave a com 
> ta mendatory account in our fixth volume, p. 112. ‘The perfon who has 
re. epitomized it, concludes a fhort preface by expreffing a hope, ** that 
ae the refpectable author, whofe fortitude, under unexampled fufferings, 


does no lefs honour to him as a man, than bis integrity, under circum- 
ftances of {trong temptation, does to his loyalty and patriotifm, will 
| not be difpleafed with this attempt to render the account of his very 
Hh fingular adventures acceflible to the lefs wealthy clafs of readers.” 
- We fhould not conceive that the author will be difpleafed, and we 
think in general, that fuch abridgments, of large and expenfive books 


4 of travels or voyages, are very ufeful publications, 
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FOREIGN CATALOGUE. 


ITALY. 


Art. 52. Difegno di Lexioni e di Ricerche fulla Lingua Ebraica, 
Prefaxione recitata nella Adunanza della R. Univerfita di Pavia il dj 
XXI. di Marzo l’' A. MDCCXCII. da Antonio Muzzi, Secerd. 
Obl. della Congreg. de’ SS. Ambr.e Carlo, R. Prof. di Teologia dog. 
matica e di Lingua Ebraica. Aggiunta vi la Verfione del primo Can. 
tico di Mofe dail’ Ebr. in verf Ital, 2 lat. con note. Pavia, 1796, 
21gpp. 8vo. | Se 


The author fhows in his own perfon, what he withes to be implied 
by his motto; Now folum ad Ariftophanis lucernam, fed etiam ad Clee 
anthis lucnbravi. He has, in both the parts af this work, unquettion- 
ably proved that he pofleffes a confiderable knowledge both of the 
theory and pra¢tice of languages. As, however, many of the dif. 
coveries which he has made, are not neceflarily connefted with the 
work itfelf, the publication of them might have been deferred to fome 
other opportunity. A very large portion of the author’s intended 
explanation of the Song of Mofes, confifts of a comparifon of the 
Greek with the Hebrew language. It muft, indeed, be owned, that 
in fome of thefe inftances, the refemblance is fufficiently ftriking, as, 
for example, where the Hebrew oxm is compared with the Greek 
*apacow, YS with fnzow, &c. But a method, by which we fhall ina 
thoufand inftances be {ubjeét to be mifled, will certainly contribute 
bit little to the better underftanding of the Hebrew language. And 
when Mr. M. pretends to difcover, not only in the Greek ispocorusa; 
but likewife in the Hebrew Ferujalem, traces of the Greek word ispos, 
(p. 166, chi non fente Paffinita di yeré ed sipos al nome folo@erofolima,) 
he clearly fhows, in his own application of his principles, to what an 
extent an unreftrained imagination may proceed in thofe matters. 
The author has likewife evinced no fmall fhare of learning in his 
comparifon of the Semitic dialects, and of the different verfions, though 
it does not appear, that much light is thrown by them on his prefent 
fubjeci. ‘The verfion of the Song of Mofes, is, indeed, as accurate, 
as it is eafy in itfelf, and the Alcaic Ode, into which it is tranflated, 
p- 102—5, muft be allowed to have confiderable merit, as a poetical 
compofition. But we muft, upon the whole, fay, that we have not 
either in this new expofition of a well known part of the Bible, or in 
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the introdutory oration, which treats of the Hebrew alphabet, its 
antiquity, verfification, &c. met with any obfervations, which, on 
account of their originality or importance, can be faid, with propriety, 
to deferve the notice of our readers, 


GERMANY. 


Axt. 53. Xenophontis Ephefti de Anthia et Habrocome Ephgfa- 
corum libri V. Graece et Latine. Recenfuit et fupplevit, emendavit, 
latine vertit, adnotationibus aliorum et fuis illuftravit, indicibus in- 
firuxit Aloyf. Emeric. Liber Baro Locella, §. C. R. A. M. acons, 
aula, Vienna, 1796; XXVIII, and 304 pp. 4to. Price ¢ 
Florins, 


The prefent edition of an author, who has hitherto been very little 
known, and whofe work has never before been accompanied with any 
commentary, deferves to be recommended to the public, as a valuable 
acceflion to the ftock of claffical literature. Not only the numerous 
corrections of, and additions to the Greek text, difcovered by the 
editor in the MS., but likewife his own improvements of it, as well as 
thofe of other eminent philological writers, colleéted from theirdifferent 
works, will be found fully to juftify us in afferting, that this romance is 
now, for the firft time, rendered not unworthy of the attention of the 
claffical fcholar ; in the tranflation alfo, as indeed throughout the whole 
work, we have remarked, that thelatinity is much more pure than what 
is generally to be met with in the prefent age ; and the commentary, 
which includes every thing valuable in the obfervations of former 
critics on this work, particularly in the Odfrwart. Mifcellan. evinces 
in every page, the uncommon erudition and folid judgment of the 
editor, whofe very intimate acquaintance with the Greek and Latin 
languages, muft appear the more extraordinary in a perfon, not a phi- 
lolozift by profeflion, but a man of bufinefs, who has dedicated the 
leifure of his declining years to the Greek Mufes, We muft not 
forget to mention, that this book is printed in a manner which does 
credit to the place in which it is publifhed, and to the perfons em- 
ployed in it, who, as we learn from a note at the end of the volume, 
are the brothers Markides Pulio. 

Xenophon, far-named the Ephefian, lived, as the editor has endea- 
voured to fhow in his preface, about the end of the fecond, or the 
beginning of the third century of the Chriftian era. This, indeed, 
cannot be fully afcertained, but it is, at leaft, very probable, that he is 
one of the moft ancient of the Aathores Erotici, from the purity and 
iimplicity of his ftyle, in which there is little of thofe affected orna- 
ments, fo common in writers of a later period. “Ihe only MS. in 
which the Hiftory of Habrocomes and Anthia, has been cranfasdtend to 
poltcrity, is preferved in the Benedittine Abbey of Monte Caffino, at 
Florence, 
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Florence, and is written in fo {mall a charafer, that the whole w 
is comprifed in no more than nine leaves ‘in 4to. The firft perfon 
who copied it, was Sa/v/n?, who likewafe, 1n the year 1723, tranflated 
this romauce into the Italian language. Of the Greek text itfelf, the 
firft edition was prepared by the celebrated phylician Anton Cocchi, who 
had taken a fecond copy of it, from that of Safvini, which in the 
year 1726, he publithed at Florence, (not as it is expreffed in the title, 
in Londen) accompanied with a Latin tranflation. His edition jg 
disfigured by an uncommon number of errata, and by a very incorreQ 
; A fecond edition of Aexophon, appeared in the year 
1751, at Lucea, witha three-fold tranflation ; the Latin one by Cocebi, 
that.iu Tralian by Se/eini, and one in French by. Feurdan. Moft of 
the errors of the London edition are repeated in this, with the addi- 
ticn of many others, introduced into it by the new editor. The third 
edition, which was publifned at Vienna, in 1793, fo much furpafies 
the other two in all thetr defects, that it may be looked upon to be 
aimeft ufclefs.. [t was tuperinterided by a perfon of the name of Poliffii 
Condus, a Greck, then living at Vienna, and now removed to Pefth, 
who was perfecUy ignorant of all the duties of an editor, and who, 
without the aififtance of any MS., undertook to correét and fupply the 
deficiencies of his author. The application, therefore, made by the 
Baron Locella of the following paflage to thefe three editions, is very 


yo: © Tres fe fuperiores ediliones reducunt in memoriam proverbium 
a , on - ‘ nw . ’ t 4 , ~~ 
thlud: Avoot WOvMpOty OSUTEPGE AsyUTTIOly THT C& WayvTwy apes iE we 


y) 
Ricaros , 
> 4 + le 


Of the ftyle of his author, the editor fpeaks in thefe terms: Nihil 
of, fays he, in nofiri cvatione, nife fincerum, ficcuim, fanum. Nulla apud 
cum reperiuniur arguli@, nulla Gucé, fita acumina, nulla intermixte jentene 
tiolea, nulla denique, ut ita dicam, pigmenta rhetorica, quibus tantoperé dea 
keflantur feriorum feculorum utriufgue lingue fcriptores. This ts, howe 
ever, certainly all that can be fhid in his favour. In regard to anti- 
quities, little can be learnt from him, and the geographical knowledge 
of Xenophon is fo limited, that to him Egypt feems to have been al- 
moft a terra incognita. Quando in fitu locorum, oblerves Hemfterhuis, 
urbiumgue, prafertin /Lgypti, defcridendo verfatur Xenophon » facile nom 
nimis Jegni lecori perfuadet, fuam geographic peritiam valde claudicares 
It muft, therefore, be on account of the language only that any one can 
be induced to read the hiftory of Hadbrocomes and Antbia, and the ade 
mirers of the Greek language will, of courfe, think themfelves greatly 
indebted to Baron Loced/a, fince, in the earlier editions, nothing had 
been done either to improve, or to illuftrate, the text; nor had any 
proper ufe hitherto been made of the criticifms on this work, by 
Hemperhuys and Abrefch, contained in the Objervatt. Mifcellan. 

In the edition now before us thefe are inferted, fometimes entire, 
and at others abridged, when they relate to extraneous, or, as 1s not 
unfiequently the cafe, with refpect to thofe of Adrc/ch, to trivial mate 
ters. Belides thefe aids, the editor has not only had recourfe to the 
valuable colleétiens of the learned Dorvil/e, who was preparing an 
edition of Xenophon for the prefs, but he likewife met with a copy of 
the London edition, in the margin of which Cocchi himfelf had cor- 
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geéted the errors of his text afterthe MS, Before this came*into his 
hands, he had requefted Dr. Weigel, of Leipfic, who was then at Flos 
rence, to collate the MS, for him, which, on account of the arrival of 
the above-mentioned copy, was not continued beyond the 4rit page 
of the London edition, though tt was afterwards found that che colla- 
tion made by Dr. +/ciged was, in refpect to accuracy, greatly fuperior 
to that of Cocchi. 

We fhall only further point out, as circumftances peculiar to this edi» 
tion, that, in the Greek text, the modern figns af punctuation are 
ethployed, and that in the diphthongs, except the oy only, the fpirit is 
placed over the firt vowel. In fupporc of the firft of thefe alterations, 
it may be urged, that as, according to the prefent mode of punctuas 
tion, two additional figns are introduced, they will not be found lef 
ufeful in the Greek, than they are in our own language; but, in re. 
{pect to the latter of thefe innovations, we mutt confefs, that, if -any 
change be required, we fhould rather feel ourfelves difpofed to cons 
form to the practice of thofe perfons who place the fpirit between the 
two vowels, to both of which it feems equally to belong. | 
‘Jena ALZ 


Art. 54, Geiff des Speculativen Philofophic, von Dieterich Tiedemann : 
Vierter Band.—Spirit of fpeculative Philofophy, by D. ‘Tiedemann. 
Vol. LV. 648 pp. 8vo. Marburg. 


We are, in this new volume of a generally efteemed work, pre- 
fented with the Hiftory of Philofophy, trom the time of Mohammed 
to Duns Scotus; fo that the Hiftory of the Scholaftics is not entirely 
completed in it. This likewife, as well as the former volumes, begins 
with an account of the Political Hiftory, for the purpofe of pointing 
out the influence which it may have had on the learning of the age ; 
and, in the compilation of this part, the aythor has certainly had re- 
courfe to fome of the lateft and moft approved hiftorians, It muit be 
obferved, however, that thefe introductions are not only fometimes toe 
prolix, but likewife that they are not always perfectly adapted to the 
volume to which they are prefixed. ‘Thus, for inftance, in the prefent 
volume, the Political Hiftory reaches only to the twelfth, whereas that 
of the Scholaftics is continued to the commencement of the fourteenth 
century.. Nor, indced, are we altogether {atisfied with the reafon af- 
figned by the author for this conduct, in p. 335; namely, that each 
volume inay have a certain, aid nearly equal, portion of the Political 
Hiitory, which would otherwile not be the cate. 

The firtt philofophers whofe names appear in this volume, are 
Tobaunes Damafcenus, and Theodorus Abucara, who can hardly be 
thought to have deferved a piace in an hiftory of philofophy, merely 
on account of what was called his new demonitration of the exiftence 
of a deity. In the fai rih Sedjion, the author proceeds to the Arabian 
philofophers, who, though fome of them are known to have lived at a 
later period, are here ail brought together under one view. That in 
this part of his work, there mut be numerous defects, Mr, ‘T. is ready 
$0 amit, as many of the writings of thefe authors are very {carce, 
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At the fame time, we muft own, that much more may be learnt 
concerning their philofophy, from the prefent compilation, than 
from that of Brucker. author is, indeed, ftrongly prepoffeffed in 
Savor of the Arabian philofophy, and takes great pains to fhow, that 
Arabia can boaft of many writers, who have had the courage to 
think for themfelves, But the proofs. adduced in fupport of this 
opinion, feem only to demonftrate that they contributed in. fome de. 
gree, to throw new light on, and to give an additional extenfion to 
ideas formed on principles for which they had been indebted to others, 
incorporating the Ariftotelic with the Alexandrine philofophy, as Mr, 
T. himfelf Sees, p- 120, in regard to Avicenna, of whom, however, 
he {peaks in the higheft terms. -The paflages cited from Alpazel, are 
by no means unimportant, in which he combats fome dottrines of the 
fchool philofophy. Topbail and Averroes. Much of what ishere ob- 
ferved concerning them, can hardly be faid, properly, to belong toa 
work of this nature, according to the plan oriyinally laid down by 
the author, as it often either contains nothing new, or fuch pofitions 
only as are unfounded, and by which, therefore, -the interefts of 
fcience are not effectually promoted. To this Section are annexed 
fome notices concerning the different philofophical Seéts among the 
Arabs, which might have been coniidesably augmented from the 
Defirudlia defiruftionum Pbilofophig Algazelis of Averroés, Seétian V. 
oe Philofophers; Maimonides and Jrira. Se&ion VIy Chriftian 

ilofophers; among whom Johannes Scotus Evigena was, at this 
period, one of the moft diftinguifhed. His extraordinary notions 
ree the Deity, are thus ftated in p. 189*: “* God does not 
know himielf : he belongs to no {pecies of Seley tetiiee under no pre- 





* As it muft be difficult to tranflate works on thefe abftrufe 
fubje&ts, with fufficient accuracy, we have here given fome extraéts 
from the paffages of Scotus alluded to, Lid. 11. de Divifione Nature : 
“* QDuamodo diving natura feipfam poteft intelligere, guid fit, cum nibil 
fit: fuperat enim omne quod eft, quando nec ipfa eff eff ab ipfa ef 
omme effe, quae omnem ejeniiam et fubflantiam virtute juae excellentiae 
fupereminet ? Ant quomode infinitum poteft in aliquo definiri a feipfe, 
wel in aliguo intelligi, cum fe cognafcat fuper omnem finitum infinitum ?— 
Deus itague nefcit fe quid fl, quia non oft quid ; incomprebenfibilis guippe 
in aligns 9 fbi i; | &S omni intelleAni—Omne fiquidem quod in aligas 
fubflantialiter intelligitur, ita ut proprie de eo praedicetur quid fit, neque 
smodum, neque menfuram excedit.—Non quidem feipfum ignorat, fed ignorat 
quid ft, infinitus quippe DS fibiipfi, © omnibus guae ab co funt.—Nam 
ubi imvenitur Quid, ibi confertim et quantum et quale. Dum igitur dicimus, 
Deum fe-ipfam quid fit ignorare, nibil alind fuademus, quam Deum in 
anllo corum quae funt fe effe ee Ipfa itaque ignorantia fumma cf 
fa pientia—I/ generat ue Deus in impiis peccatoribufgue quod non fecit, 
<ics eit inligiar iralinsabgfee ‘somos Bleesf eka Fae 
neceffarioin rerum natura effet. Divina Aiqnidem fcientia omuium quae fant 
canfa eff,” &Ce pp. 79-84. 
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dicament; for then he mutt neceffarily be a finite ‘and limited bein 
He is nothing’ of the things that are, and can therefore form no 
of himfelf, nor imprefs it on othets—He has likewife no knowledge 
of fuch things as are placed without him. His Infinity, and his un 
meafurable Exaltation above every other object, make it impoffible 
for him to have any conception of whatever is limited, and co 

tively infignificant, as every thing elfe mutt, of courfe, be.” T1 
aflertions, our author confiders to be, as we think_they mutt be allowed 
to be, abfurd ahd atheiftical, becaufe the Deity feems to be tepre- 
fented by them, as an inanimate being, deftitute of all intelligence. 
If this decifion be juft, the opinion of Scetae on this fubject, fhould 
aot have had a place in an Hiftory of eer He might, how- 
ever, poflibly only mean to fay, that God is a being, who, though we, 
may have fome idea of his nature, mutt ftill be, in a great meafure,' 
incomprehenfible to us, and, indeed, he explains himfelf more fatis- 
fatorily on this head, in his book de Praedeftinatione. Anfelm of Canter- 
bury, as quoted by Mr. 'T. p. 267, maintained nearly the fame opinion, 
though he is there ftiled the Founder of a Natural Theology 4 poe 
His more juft notions concerning the freedom of the human will, the 
doétrine of rewards and punifhments, the divine prefcience, as recon- 
cilealfle t the free-agency of man, will by fome be thought fufficient to 
fecure to him a place among the philofophers of this period ; and though 
ic may be faid that thefe queftions chiefly regard theological controverfly, 
they are by our author, under the article Ax/e/m, p. 269, as well as in 
other parts of this work, admitted as philofophy alfo, in conformity to 
the ideas of thofe. times. Se&t, VIII. Philfophers of the 11th and 12th 
Centuries, The obfervation which we have juft made is particularly 
applicable to the philofophers of this period, who were, in reality, 
rather divines, than — but who, however, adapted their 
teligious notions to the prevailing philofophy: Mr. T. has likewife, 
in this fection, given fome account of Hildebert, Alphonjus, Algerus, who 
fhould certainly not have been affigned to the fame clafs with Aufelm, 
Abaclard, Se. Anfelm's proofs of the exiftence of a deity are, as might 
be expected; not forgotten here; more efpecially that which has of late, 
been fo much infifted on: Mr. 'T. looks upon it to be perfectly con- 
clufive, and it is for this reafon, that he calls 4n/e/m the Founder of 
a Natural ‘Theology, @ priori, Abaétlard’s life is alfo detailed here too 
circumftantially from Brucker and Berington. We are likewifle pre 
fented with fome of the opinions of Petrus Lombardu:, and Hugo 
Rothomagenfis, which are neither recommended by their novelty, nor 
by their importance. Yoannes Sare/bcrienfis: the account given of him 
here, is by no means favourable. ‘Ihe author reprefents him to have 
been very fuperficially acquainted with the philofophy of thofe times, 
as he was indifferent to matters of mere fpeculation, and c 
philofophy to be valuable only in proportion to the effeét which it was 
calculated to produce on the moral charaGefs of thofe who profeffed 
it, We fhould, however, have conceived, that a writer, who fo juitly 
eenfures the literary men of his own "eit had vindicated found 


‘ 


logic, againft thofe that had affected to defpife it, and who had taken 
‘uch pains to remind his coatemporaries of the neceflity of recurring 
to 
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to the sa csawrov, a maxim to which, in their aie reveries, 

feem to have paid no regard, would deferve not lefs than any other, 
the name of a philofopher. The little which is here faid of hin, 
clearly fhows, that he was a mah of am uncommon, thare of difcern. 
ment ; in proof of which, much more might, indéed, have been added ; 
as, for inftance, the judgment paffed by him on the difpute between 
the Nominalifis and the Realifts. ‘Throughout this fe€tion, the author 
has been particularly careful to inveftigate the firft knowledge, as alfo the 


gradual propagation of the knowledge, of the AriftoreJic and Arabio- 


writings. He fuppofes, that we may have become acquainted with them, 
in general, about the rs, of the. thirteenth century ; the ufe of 
logic was, however, underftood before that time. It would likewife, 
perhaps, on a more diligent inquiry, be found, that the other writings 
of Ariftotle were known before that period. ~We are informed, by 
Tob. Sarifberienfis, ot attempts which weré then made to-unite Ariforle 
and Plato, and he appears not to have been ignorant of other works of 
Ariflotle, befides thofe which were written exprefsly on the fabject of 
logic. This opinion is confirmed by what Mr, T. obferves concernin 

Michael Scotus, who died in the year 1190, as alfo by the paflages 
quoted by him from Hugo Evrianus, and Alantis ven Ryffel ; compare 
Brucker, T. TI. p. 684, At the end of thts feétion, the author com. 
bats the notion of Aracter and orhers, who: maintained that the intro. 


duction of the Ariftotelic and Arabian philofophy, was attended with’. 


the worft confequences to the caufe of learning. He conceives that 
the alinoft univerfal deference fhown to the deetfions of Ariftoile, was: 
indifpenfably neceffary, and highly beneficial to thofe times; thar,’ 
without this reftraint, numerous {yftems, oppofed to each other, would 
have been formed, and the fpirit of difputation have known no bounds ; 
which would have been ultimately productive of a general fcepticifm, 
and of difregard not only for philofophy itfelf, but alfo, on account of 
the near relation of their philofophy to religion, the greateft confufion 
would moft probably have enfued, both in the civil and religious efta- 
blifiment: even the obftacles that ftood in the way of the right ex. 
planation of the Ariftotelic writings, fuch as their acknowledged -ob- 
{curity, and the imperfect nature of the tranflations, muft have con- 
tributed effentially to the improvement of the underitanding, and have’ 
ferved to promote ufeful exertion. Ninth Seétion. Scholaftie Philo- 
fophy. This is defined, by our author, to be that mode of treating 
fubjeéts, according to which, when the principal arguments, on both 
fides of the queftion, have been flated in a fyllogiftic form, the decifion 
is left to Ariftotle, to the fathers of the diasch. or to the prevailing 
religious creed. d/exander Hales has heretofore been regarded as thé 
firft {cholaftic philofopher, becaufe, on account of the extreme fcarce- 
nefs of the works of Michael Scotus. and Robert Pulleyn, it has been 
found difficult to determine whether this philofophy could be traced 
back to a more remote period, The author, in this feétion, gives an 
account of Alexander Hales, William of Paris, Vincent of Beauvais, 
Albertus Magnus, Bonaventura, Thomas of Aquino, Richard Middleton, 
Henry of Ghent, gidius de Colonna, and Duns Scotus, together with 
felections of what appeared to hinr to be really interefting in their vo- 
luminoug 
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Jominou$ works, according to an idea fuggefted by Leibnirx, for which 
he is certainly entitled to the thanks of the literary world. 
Jena ALZ. 


ART. $5- Geographifche, phyfifche, und flatifiifebe § childerung ued Ge- 
frbichte des Perfifeben Reichs, von den &lteften Zeiten bis auf ditfen 
Tag. Heraufgegeben won S. F. Giinther Wahl, konigl. preufs. Interpe 
und Prof. xu Halle, Erfler Band ; mit Kupfern und einer Karte— 
Geographical, phyfical, and ftatiftical Defeription and Hiftory of the 
Kingdom of Perfia, from the moft remate Times to the prefent Day, by 
S. F. G. Wahl, &c. Vol. /. with Plates and a Map. Leipfic, 
944 pp- Svo. Pr. 4 Rixd, 


In the introduction the author endeavours to prove, that the Greek 
and Latin are lefs to be depended on than the Oriental fources of 
Perfian geography and hiftory. Next follows a circumftantial ace 
count of the different maps, books of travels, and other writers on 
thofe fubjects, with an eftimate of their comparative importance, in 
the judgment of Mr. W., to p. 105. We are then prefented with a 
lit,dncluding likewife an appreciation of the value in this refpect, of 
the ancient claffical writers, among whom feveral are enumerated wha 
have occafionally, and not peobeltedly, treated of that country. In 
p. 144 commences the catalogue of the Oriental authors, whofe 
works Mr. M. has either canfulted himfelf, or for whofe account he 
has been indebted to others; confifting not only of printed, but like- 
wife of aconfiderable number of inedited works, in the fecond part 
is given the chorographical defcription of the Perfian monarchy, ac- 
cording to its genctal names, particular provinces, feas, rivers, 
mountains, &c. The shird part treats of its phy(ical properties, in re< 
gard to climate, (with which this volume concludes) inhabitants, and 
natural productions, , Lbid. 
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ACKNOWLEDGMENTS TO CORRESPONDENTS: 





Our Correfpondent was right refpeCting our conjeQure in 
p. 495. vol. ix. It was formed by memory, which, on 
referring again to Stephens’s Edition of 1550, we find to have 
becn fallacious. ) 

We thank R. H.C. for his intelligence. "With refpe& to 
Maffon's Stapelia Nove, on turning to vol. ix. p. 350, he will 
find he was miftaken, We fhould be glad of fuch a liftas he 
mentions, could we depend upon having one that fhould, be 
authentic. 

Candidus is welcome to his opinion, we fhall keep ours, 
We thought we did rightly, and we ftill think we have 
done fo, 

The 
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100 LirerAry INTELLIGENCE. 


The perfon who has correfponded with us, under the name. 
of Aftaticus, is defired to let us know how we may now 
addrefs him. A letter was fent two or three months ago, tg 
his former dire&tion, the Percy-Street Coffee-Houfe ; a as 
no anfwer has been received, it is prefumed, that it has mifé 


carried. 





LITERARY INTELLIGENCE. 





We are informed from the beft authority, that Mr. Burke 
has left many MSS. behind him, which are now under the | 
examination of the friends, to whom he himfelf confided that 
important and delicate truft. Such of them as are deemed 
fufficiently finifhed for the prefs, will be given to the publics | 
The larger pieces will appear in feparate publications, and the 
whole, with the Tracts lately publifhed, in a colle&ed form 
to complete the Quarto Edition of his Works. ‘Thefe will 
be accompanied, by an Account of his Life, principally as 
connected with the public Hiftory of his Times, and a felec« 
tion of his Letters on public fubje€s, 

Major Oufeley is preparing for the prefs, fome hiftorical 
anecdotes of Alexander the Great, and an account of his 
expedition into Afia, from Perfian-authorities ; whofe various 
traditions, on this interefting fubjeét, will be compared with 
thofe of the Greek and Roman hiflorians, and the geographi- 
cal paifages illuftrated by maps, 

Mr, Pennants account of Hindoftan, the part of his Outlines 
of the Giobe which we mentioned in January laft, will form 
two volumes in guarto, and will appear about Chriftmas 
next. 


Dr. Smith is faid to be employed upon a Flora Britane 
nica. 

Mr. George Monck Mafen, already known by his notes 
on feveral of our early writers, and editions of fome; is 
about to publifh a volume of Comments on Beaumont and 
Fletcher, with additional comments on Shak{peare. 


